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The device reproduced on the title page is the oldest mili-
tary insignia in continuous use in the United States. it
first appeared, as shown here, on the Marine Corps buttons
adopted in 1804. With the stars changed to five points
this device has continued on Marine Corps buttons to the
present day,
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FOREWORD

On 10 November 1775 the Second Continental
Congress authorized the raising of two battalions
of Marines. From this small beginning we have
seen the United States Marine Corps grow into a
powerful force for the nation’s security.

In this volume, through the actions and words of
the participants, we read of a small Marine force
which promptly challenged Great Britain’s control
on both land and sea. Our first amphibious raid
landed in the Bahamas on 3 March 1776, capturing
gravely needed munitions, and proving to the foe
that the infant American Marine Corps was a threat
to be reckoned with. Likewise we read of small
bands of Marines who dared to stand in the way of
British troops at Princeton, New }ersey, and Charles-
ton, South Carolina. And we also learn of the
little-known Marine expedition down the Mississippi
River under naval Captain James Willing in 1778.

Historians, past and present, all too often neglect
completely the maritime history of the American
Revolution or they pass over it with superficia!
attention. Mr. Charles R. Smith has corrected this
omission with respect to Continental Marines. Based
on extensive and careful research, the author has
rescued from oblivion those actions from which our
modern concepts of amphibious warfare have
grown.

Mr. Smith has been a member of the staff of the
History and Museums Division since July 1971. He
holds Bachelor of Arts degrees in History and Politi-
cal Science from the University of California, a
Master of Arts degree in History from San Diego

1

State University, and is working toward a Doctorate
in History at The American University. He also
served in the Republic of Vietnam as an Army
artilleryman and field historian. Since joining the
division, Mr. Smith has authored a historical pam-
phlet entitled, A Brief History of the 72th Marines,
and articles for the division’s newsletter, Fortitudine.

Original artwork used to illustrate this volume was
prepared by Major Charles H. Waterhouse, USMCR.
A free-lance illustrator, Major Waterhouse’s work
has appeared in a wide variety of publications, rang-
ing from childrens’ books to his forthright interpre-
tations of the war in Vietnam, published under the
titles, Vietnam Sketchbook—Drawings from Delta
to DMZ, and Vietnam War Sketches—From the Air,
Ltand and Sea.

The author and illustrator frequently consulted
research materials in the hands of state historical
societies, museums, libraries, and private collections.
Everywhere they encountered full cooperation, un-
stinted assistance, and genuine interest. To those
individuals and institutions who permitted use of
their materials in this volume, we extend our sin-
cerest appreciation,

N
-

Kot

E. H. SIMMONS
Brigadier General, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.)
Director of Marine Corps History and Museums



PREFACE

The documents connected with the early history of the navy of the country were never kept with
sufficient method, and the few that did exist have become much scattered and lost.

In its various aspects our struggle to achieve in-
dependence has from the very beginning fired the
imagination of popular writers, and has received
the critical study of historical scholars. From social,
economic, political, diplomatic, and military points
of view this exciting period has been covered most
thoroughly. Yet Marine activities during the war,
except for a few brilliant episodes, have been ne-
glected, although their importance in many instances
is apparent.

The intention of this volume is not to present a
complete study of all Marine activities during the
period, rather it is the object of this work to trace
the activities of one special group of Marines; those
who served in Continental employ. Even here no
attempt has been made to present a complete
biographical study of any one individual or group
of individuals. Instead the author means to present
an objective analysis of individual and collective
contributions, the successes and failures of the
group as a whole, and the fundamental aspects of
modern Marine amphibious doctrine which grew
out of Continental Marine experience during the
eight-year fight for American independence.

Surviving correspondence, ship logs, letter books,
journals, and similar primary source materials of
both an official and personal nature on Marine ac-
tivities are fragmentary. More than one hundred
years ago James Fenimore Cooper, in words which
precede this preface, succinctly stated the obstacles
confronting a researcher in early American naval
history. However, for an investigator dealing with
the history of Continental Marines, Cooper under-
states the obstacles. The few documents which have
survived the ravages of time are still “much scat-
tered”; the majority have been lost. On the other
hand, new materials have been brought to light,

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER

often from the most unexpected of sources, and
local historical societies, state and federal ar-
chives, and libraries have gathered, and in some
instances published, valuable collections. One out-
standing example is the indispensable series, Naval
Documents of the American Revolution, presently
being published by the Naval Historical Center in
Washington. Conceived by the late William Bell
Clark, and now under the expert editorship of Dr.
William ). Morgan, the published volumes of this
series have drawn together naval and maritime
documents from all major foreign and domestic
depositories.

Acknowledgements are also in order for a num-
ber of people who have extended willing and useful
aid. Among them special appreciation goes to those

‘members of the History and Museums Division,

United States Marine Corps, who assisted in the

preparation of this volume: Mr. Henry . Shaw, Ir.,

Chief Historian, who reviewed both the draft and
final manuscript; Mr. Richard A. Long, whose genea-
logical expertise was indispensable and whose bio-
graphical sketches of all known Continental Marine
officers are appended; Mr. Ralph Donnelly, who
critically reviewed all draft chapters; Miss Carolyn
A. Tyson, whose aid on Continental uniforms was
valuable; Mr. Charles L. Updegraph, }r., who drafted
a portion of Chapter X before leaving the division;
Mrs. Barbara Rhenish Smith, who reviewed and
assisted in processing the final manuscript; and Mr.
Rowland P. Gill, whose preliminary research was
invaluable.

Special thanks are due to the individuals of other
governmental agencies for their research assistance.
Outstanding among them were: Dr. Wiiliam J.
Morgan, Chief, Historical Research Section, Naval
Historical Center, and his colleagues, Mr. Robert L.
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Scheina, Mr. E. Gordon Bowen-Hasséll, Mr. Robert:
I. Campbell, and Yeoman First Class Lenzie D.
Crosby; Mr. W. Bart Greenwood, The Librarian,
Department of the Navy Library; Dr. john Sellars,
Library of Congress; Mr. James Walker, National
Archives; Mr. Kenneth E. Harris, Center for the Doc-
umentary Study of the American Revolution, Na-
tional Archives; Mr. Harry Schwartz, Old Military
Records Branch, National Archives; Dr. Philip K.
Lundeberg, Curator, Division of Naval History,
Smithsonian Institution; and Mr. Donald E. Kloster,
Assistant Curator, Division of Military History, Smith-
sonian Institution.

For additional aid and advice in his research, the
author is greatly indebted to the following indi-
viduals and institutions: Director, Archivo General
de Indias, Sevilla, Spain; Mr. Eugéne Leliépvre,
Montrouge, France; The Secretary, Public Records
Office, London, England; Mr. John L. Garland, Essex,
England; Mrs. Gail Saunders, Archivist, Ministry of
Education and Culture, Nassau, Bahamas; Dr. E.
Paul Albury, Nassau, Bahamas; Mr. René Chartrand,
Ottawa, Canada; Mr. Thomas Gaffney, Maine His-
torical Society; Mr. Ronald ). Kley, Head, Research
and Collections, Maine State Museum Commission;
Dr. David C. Smith, University of Maine; Miss Linda
C. Webb, Bangor Public Library; Mr. Barry A. Macy
and Mrs. N. B. Lacy, New Hampshire Historical
Society; Miss Winifred Collins, Massachusetts His-
torical Society; Mr. and Mrs. Leo Flaherty, Massa-
chusetts State Archives; Mrs, Nina Regis, New
England Historic Genealogical Society; Mr. Fred-
erick C. Hirst and Mr. Paul Sanford, Boston
Public Library; Mrs. Phyllis Peloquin, Rhode Island
Archives; Director, Rhode Island Historical Society;
Captain Theodore Waterbury, Newport Historical
Society; Mrs. John Nicholas Brown, Providence,
Rhode Island; Mrs. ). Davidson Rider, Archivist,
Brown University; Director, Connecticut Historical
Society; Director, Marine Historical Association,
Mystic Seaport; Miss Judith H. Brown, Ledyard
Libraries; Mr. James Gregory, New York Historical
Society; Mr. Kenneth A. Lohf, Columbia University;
Mr. Paul A. Rugen, New York Public Library; Mrs.
Marie T. Capps, United States Military Academy,
West Point; Mr. Kenneth W. Richards, New )ersey
State Library; Mr. Samuel S. Smith, Monmouth Beach,

New Jersey; Mr. Nicholas B. Wainwright and Mr.
Peter Parker, Historical Society of Pennsylvania; Dr.
Whitfield J. Bell and Dr. Murphy D. Smith, Ameri-
can Philosophical Society; Mr. Thomas Waldman,
University of Pennsylvania; Mr. Henry E. Bown,
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission;
Mrs. Julia M. Cunningham, Carnegie Library of Pitts-
burgh; Miss Ruth Salisbury, Director, Historical
Society of Western Pennsylvania; Mr. John W. Jack-
son, Flourtown, Pennsylvania; Dr. John ). McCusker,
University of Maryland; Mr. Norman N. Rubin,
Silver Springs, Maryland; Lieutenant Colonel Joseph
K. Griffis, Jr., USMC, Quantico, Virginia; Mr. Frank
H. Rathbun, Alexandria, Virginia; Dr. Louis H.
Manarin, State Archivist, Virginia State Library; Miss
Mattie Russell, Curator of Manuscripts, Duke Uni-
versity; Mr. ). Isaac Copeland, Director, Southern
Historical Collection, University of North Carolina;
Mrs. Granville T. Prior, Director, South Carolina
Historical Society; Mr. E. L. Inabinett, Librarian,
University of South Carolina; Mr. H. G. Jones and
Miss Wylma Wates, Department of Archives and
History, State of South Carolina; Mrs. Lilla M. Hewes,
Director, Georgia Historical Society; Mr. John C.
Dann, Curator of Manuscripts, William L. Clements
Library, University of Michigan.

Chief Warrant Officer joseph R. Fitzgerald and
his predecessor as History and Museums Division
Administrative Officer, Chief Warrant Officer Den-
nis Egan, ably handled the many exacting duties
involved in processing the volume from first drafts
through final printed form. The bulk of the early
typescripts were prepared by Private First Class
Carl W. Rice, who, with the assistance of Miss Kay
P. Sue, also expertly handled the painstaking task
of typing portions of the final manuscript for the
printer. Miss Cathy Stoll, assisted by Private Denise
Alexander, performed the meticulous task of ab-
stracting and typing the index. Mrs. Joyce E. Bonnett;
assisted by Miss Sue, performed the often-times hec-
tic duties involved in rapidly corresponding with
those individuals and institutions who assisted the

author.
Wvondeolt Stz

CHARLES R. SMITH
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INTRODUCTION

What is a Marine? He is a soldier who serves
at sea on a vessel of war either as part of its crew
or as part of a military expedition under naval
supervision. At various times he has been called a
“maritime soldier,” a ‘“sea soldier,” and a “soldier
of the ocean.” But a study of the past reveals thaf
whether a soldier is a Marine depends, not upon
the name given him, but upon the character of
duty he performs coupled with a familiarity of the
sea and his subordination to naval jurisdiction. There
have been soldiers performing the duties of Marines
since the first fighting men served on board ships or
in expeditions of a naval character. But these men
were best prepared to carry out their mission as$
Marines when they were trained to the ways of
the sea and were an integral part of the naval
establishment:

Marines are as old as naval warfare itself. When
Themistocles mobilized Athenian sea power against
the invading Persians in 480 B.C., one of his first
decrees was to order the enlistment of Marines
for the fleet. These men, called Epibatae, or “heavy-
armed sea soldiers,” fought in the Greek triremes
at Salamis which turned back Xerxes and saved
Athens. Later, Rome had what Polybius described
as milites classiarii (soldiers of the fleet}, a category
of Roman soldier organized and specially armed for
duty on board warships, usually quinqueremes of the
line. During the middle ages, ordinary soldiers were
frequently embarked on board ship to provide a
fighting backbone, but it was not until the naval
wars of the 17th century that the distinct and
organized role of Marines was almost simultane-
ously rediscovered by the British and Dutch, who
raised the first two modern corps of Marines in
1664 and 1665, respectively.

Americans of the 17th and 18th centuries were
notably a maritime people. The British colonies were
close to the sea, but scattered along a coast line
of more than a thousand miles, so that, in the
absence of good roads, intercommunication was

almost completely by water. Ocean trade also,
chiefly with England and the West Indies, was ex-
tensive. Fishing was one of the most important
industries, especially of the northeastern colonies,
;and the handling of small vessels on the Newfound-
land Banks during all seasons of the year trained
large numbers of men in seamanship. The whale-
fisheries likewise furnished an unsurpassed school
for mariners.

A considerable number of colonists, therefore,
were at home upon the sea and, more than this,
they were to some extent practiced in maritime
warfare. England, during the 17th and 18th cen-
turies, was at war with various European powers a
great part of the time, and almost from the begin-
ning of the colonial period American privateers and
letters of marque scoured the ocean in search of
French and Spanish prizes. Large fleets were also
fitted out and manned by provincials for various
expeditions against foreign-held territories. The first
of these expeditions to employ Americans in a
capacity as Marines was that launched by Admiral
Edward Vernon against the Spaniards in the War
of the Austrian Succession.

British Marines, after the Peace of Utrecht in 1713,
were practically disbanded; only four invalid com-
panies remained. However, with the outbreak of
hostilities with Spain in 1739, King George |l took
measures to re-establish the Marines, On 15 Novem-
ber, in his address to the House of Commons which
opened Parliament, the King stated that the prosecu-
tion of the war would require “a number of soldiers
to serve on board the fleet,” and he "judged it
proper, that a body of Marines should be raised.”
The following month, an Order in Council decreed
the formation of six regiments of Marines, each
with an authorized strength of 1,700. Increases soon
followed—among them were three regiments or-
ganized in the colonies and placed under the com-
mand of Colonel Alexander Spotswood of Virginia.k

Men for the war were scarce in England, and the
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Crown seized upon the idea of using men from the
colonijes. In addition, it was supposed that the
Americans, being acclimated, were better suited
for the service upon which they were destined than
Europeans. Therefore an order went out to the gov-
ernors of 10 colonies to raise a number of American
Marines to be commanded by Colonel Spotswood.
These Americans were to be organized into 30 com-
panies of 100 men each including four sergeants,
four corporals, and two drummers. There were to be
a captain, two lieutenants, and an ensign for each
company. The Crown was to appoint the field and
staff officers, as well as one experienced lieutenant
per company.

Most of the colonies eventually raised their quofas
of Marines. New Hampshire, Delaware, South Caro-
lina, and Georgia, however, sent none. The latter
two colonies, with North Carolina, had participated
in an expedition to St. Augustine while Delaware
was included in the quota of Pennsylvania. The
colonial forces raised were ultimately formed into
a single regiment under the command of the
Lieutenant Governor of Virginia, Colonel William
Gooch; Spotswood had died at Annapolis on the
eve of the expedition.

Admiral Vernon established his advanced base
at Jamaica, and was joined there by the eight trans-
ports carrying the Marine force from North America
in October 1740. Three months later, additional
troops from England under Lord Cathcart, and lfater
under General Thomas Wentworth, arrived. After a
council of war was held in early January 1741,
it was determined to proceed to windward in order
to observe the motions. of the French fleet at Port
Louis in Hispaniola.

Vernon sailed from Port Royal during the last
week of January. He made Cape Tiberon, the west:
ern point of Haiti’s southern jaw early in February.
After several days observing the French fleet, Vernon
decided to attack the Spanish treasure city of
Cartagena. The fleet sailed on 25 February from
Haiti, and on 4 March anchored in Playa Grande
Bay between Cartagena and Point de Canoa.

Cartagena could only be approached by way of
the narrow passage of Boca Chica, eight miles
south of the town. This entrance was defended on
its northern shore (Tierra Bomba) by Fort St. Louis.
The central work was supplemented by several
small redoubts, St. Philip, St. Jago, and a small fort,
Battery de Chamba. On the south side of the passage

was a fascine battery, and in a small bay to its rear
another. Facing the entrance on a small island stood
Fort St. Joseph. From this island to the northern
shore there was a boom, behind which stood four
large Spanish warships moored with their broadsides
covering the entrance. Beyond this passage lay the
harbor of Cartagena. About midway toward the
town the harbor grew narrow, being pinched by
two peninsulas, the western peninsula crowned by
Fort Grande Castillo, and the eastern bearing a
horseshoe battery of 12 guns. East of the town was
castle St. Lazar with jts numerous heavy cannon.

The attack on Cartagena opened on 9 March with
a heavy bombardment by the fleet of the smaller
defenses on the passage’s northern shore. Marines
were landed on Tierra Bomba and soon occupied
the redoubts, advancing to Fort St. Louis before
reinforcements were thrown ashore. On the 19th
the Marines occupied the southern entrance, and
stormed Fort St. Joseph five days later. The remain-
ing batteries were subsequently silenced as was the
fortress of Grande Castillo. Only the outlying fort
of St. Lazar remained.

Having cleared the way into the inner harbor,
Vernon now decided to land a detachment on the
western side of the bay for the purpose of attacking
St. Lazar. However, a heated controversy over the
methods and strength required to capture the for-
tress ensued between the Admiral and General
Wentworth, postponing the attack for several days=
On the morning of 9 April, 1,500 English Marines
and grenadiers, accompanied by the Americans with
scaling ladders, wool-packs, and hand-grenades,
moved on the fort. The attack proved to be a
ghastly failure. Under a hail of shot the ladder-
carrying Americans fell back, stranding the grena-
diers and Marines. Despite their terrible losses, a
few succeeded in reaching the ramparts, but they
too were obliged to retire. The failure of this attack
broke the back of the British effort, even though
they did attempt to bombard the town into sub-
mission.

By mid-April, it was decided that the fleet should
return to Jamaica. The troops were tired, and sick
with fever and dysentery. After the captured works
were dismantled and destroyed, the expedition re-
embarked and withdrew northward. Afterwards
attempts were made upon St. Jago de Cuba (San-
tiago), Porto Cavallo, and La Guaira, but all were
unsuccessful. The government's policy of offensive
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warfare against Spanish possessions in America was
a failure. American losses during the expedition
were heavy, and it has been estimated that not
more than one-tenth ever returned home.?

By the end of the Seven Years’” War in 1763,
during which Americans again served as Marines
in the British fleet, it would seem that numerous
colonists possessed the training and experience
which made them the best sort of raw material for

aif efficient Marine force. The lack of a true naval
tradition, military discipline, and the poverty of the
country, however, imposed limitations which, to-
gether with the overwhelming force of the enemy,
seriously restricted the field of enterprise. Never-
theless at the opening of the American Revolution
the patriotic cause was greatly aided by the activi-
ties of armed Marines afloat.










THE FIRST RECRUITS, DECEMBER 1775.

The painting recreates a scene which might have occurred on the
Phifadelphia wharves as the first Marine recruits were assembied, one month
after a resolution was passed by the Continental Congress bringing the

Marines into existence. Portrayed are Captain Samuel Nicholas and Lieutenant
Matthew Parke, two of the first Marine officers commissioned.



CHAPTER |

Birth of the
Continental Marines

10 November 1775

On Friday, 10 November 1775, Colonel Benedict
Arnold stood on the banks of the St. Lawrence River
and looked in frustration across a mile of storm-
whipped water at the grand objective—Quebec.
He and a thousand Americans, now ragged, had
made a tortuous march of 350 miles through the
Maine wilderness to get there. Now he could do
nothing but shake his head and pray that the
weather would clear so he could make the crossing
before British reinforcements, known to be on the
way, arrived.

Outside Boston on that same day Genera! George
Washington and his army of 17,000 were encamped
at Cambridge in reasonable comfort. True, there
were shortages of blankets, clothing, and powder.
True, also, that to the men the siege looked end-
less and amongst the officers there was dissatis-
faction with the plan proposed to the Congress to
reorganize the army. But on the whole the American
position looked promising.

In Philadelphia that Friday morning when the
delegates to the Second Continental Congress
gathered in the Assembly Room of the State House,
much of their talk was about the situation and
supply of the army at Cambridge. At ten the Presi-
dent of Congress, John Hancock, pounded the gavel
and the daily session began. The first major item
of business concerned the purchase and shipment
of medicine to Cambridge, but as the day wore on
discussion moved to a subject that had been tabled
late the previous afternoon—Nova Scotia.

A week before, the Continental Congress received
a petition from the inhabitants of Passamaquoddy,

Nova Scotia, informing them that a Committee of
Safety had been formed, and that they wished “to
be admitted into the association of the North
Americans, for the preservation of their rights and
liberties.” Acting upon the petition, the delegates
on 2 November resolved that a committee of five
be appointed to consider the matter and report
the steps which it thought proper to take. Of
the delegates considered, the five members finally
settled upon were: Silas Deane of Connecticut, John
jay of New York, Stephen Hopkins of Rhode Island,
John Langdon of New Hampshire, and John Adams
of Massachusetts.! As was the custom, the first
named would have been the chairman.

The committee began its work almost immediately.
Often toiling late into the night, the five men de-
bated possible courses of action and the reasons
behind them. John Adams, though not a revolu-
tionary expansionist, saw in the petition a chance
not only to secure the liberties that would be won
by the Americans for the Nova Scotians, hut a chance
to capture badly needed military stores and naval
facilities for the American cause. Although of sec-
ondary importance when the discussions began, the
prospects of taking the extensive British supplies and
facilities in Nova Scotia, thus damaging ministerial
naval designs in the Americas, became the major
area of concern.

Discussions continued into the first full week of:
November, and by mid-week the committee was
ready to present its proposals to Congress. Simple
in its detail, the proposed plan for a naval expedi-
tion to Nova Scotia would be an ambitious undert

7&:
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taking. First, the scheme called for the creation
of two battalions of Marines from the forces then
under the command of General Washington. The
two battalions, termed the First and Second Bat-
talions of American Marines, would consist of one
colonel, two lieutenant colonels, and two majors,
with the remaining commissioned and non-commis-
sioned officer corps structured along the lines of
a Continental Army regiment. Excluding officers,
each battalion would have 500 privates assigned to
it. The two battalions would be further subdivided
into ten companies of 50 privates plus officers. The
reason given for this breakdown was “that in fitting
out any ship of War one of these Companies would
compleatly man a small Vessell and two of them
make a large Proportion of Marines for the largest.”
An important requirement for both officers and men
was that all should have served in the merchant
service, or be acquainted with maritime affairs so
as to be able to serve “to advantage by sea, when
required.”

Once raised, the two battalions of Marines would
march overland from Cambridge to either New-
buryport, Massachusetts, or Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, there to rendezvous on 1 December with
sufficient ships capable of transporting them plus
three months’ provisions to Nova Scotia. Meanwhile,
a number of men would be sent ahead to gain

information as to “the Temper and Disposition of
the Inhabitants . . . with respect to the Present
Struggle . . . and how far they may be willing and
able to take an active Part in the present Dispute.”
Also two swift boats were to be sent to ply the
waters of the Bay of Fundy specifically to learn of
the British military posture in Halifax. After deter-
mining the situation, both throughout the province
and in the town of Halifax, the Marines were to
embark for Minas, located in the upper reaches of
the bay.

Armed with flintlocks, long-handled hatchets,
spears, and 32 rounds of ammunition per man, the
Marines were to land on the western shore of the
Nova Scotia peninsula. From there, they were then
to “make a forced March [of about 40 miles] for
Hallifax and possess themselves of that Town and
of the naval and other Stores there and if practicable
of the Shipping.”” Once the town was taken, the
Marines were to destroy the docks and yards and
carry off the military stores in their retreat. But if
the force was able to capture ships in the harbor,
they were to remain until driven out by a superior
British force, whenever it could be brought to bear
on them.

Debate on the committee’s proposed plan by
Congress consumed several days. Although no tran-
script or memorandum remains of what transpired,
it is known that the five-man committee came into
Congress well-armed for a spirited defense of their
proposal. Should a member have inquired as to
the British military response to such a force, the
committee was ready with an example. Several
months before, Colonel Arnold’s expedition was
supposed by the British to be destined for Halifax.
To counter it, General john Burgoyne had ships and
troops sent, but as the committee pointed out “not
enough to make Resistence to two such Battalions”
as those which were then being considered. Still,
the most effective argument for adopting the pro-
posal was that of the damage which would be done
to the British. “Should the Expedition succeed, the
Consequences will be of the Utmost Importance,
nothing less than the greatest Distress, if not the
Utter Ruin of the ministerial Navy in America.” But
if Congress should, by any Accident,” find the
proposed expedition impractical the committee was
ready to recommend that the two Marine battalions
be retained, since they would be of “Utmost service,
being capable of serving either by sea or Land.”?
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‘Resolve,of 70, November 1775,
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The committee, however, had little to worry
about on that cold Friday afternoon, for the mem-
bers of Congress voted to accept all the major items
contained within its report. In addition to adopting
the committee’s recommendation for the sending
of a number of persons to gather information, Con-
gress resolved that the two battalions of Marines
be created:

Resolved, That two Battalions of marines be raised,
consisting of one Colonel, two Lieutenant Colonels, two

Majors, and other officers as usual in other regiments;

and that they consist of an equal number of privates with
other battalions; that particular care be taken, that no
persons be appointed to office, ordnlisted into said Bat-

talions, but such as are good seamen, or so acquainted
with maritime affairs as to be able to serve to advantage
by sea when required: that they be inlisted and commis-
sioned to serve for and during the present war between
Great Britain and the colonies, unless dismissed by order
of Congress: that they be distinguished by the names of
the first and second battalions of American Marines, and
that they be considered as part of the number which the
continentat Army before Boston is ordered to consist of.

The Marine battalions were authorized, but a third
resolution passed that day left the fate of the
Nova Scotia expedition in the hands of General
Washington. Following the day’s session, President
Hancock transmitted the adopted resolves to Cam-
bridge for Washingion’s information and comment.®

The Naval Committee

Closely paralleling the work of the Committee
on Nova Scotia was that of the Naval Committee.
Since late October the commitiee had struggled
to establish a Continental Navy. The first suggestions
for an independent naval establishment came from
New England, where problems of port and coastal
defense were of prime importance. Although there
were many casual advances for such a naval force,
the first formal movement in behalf of a Continental
Navy came on 26 August 1775. Voting on a number
of recommendations, the Rhode Island Legislature
instructed its congressional delegates to use their
influence during the coming session “for building
at the Continental expense a fleet of sufficient
force, for the protection of these colonies, and for
employing them in such manner and places as will
most effectually annoy our enemies.”*

It was not until 3 October that the Rhode Island
delegates presented their instructions to Congress.
But debate on the proposals was postponed from
time to time and it was several weeks before Con-
gress took them under serious consideration. Final
action on the Rhode [sland plan for an American
fleet would have to wait until mid-December when
Congress ordered 13 frigates to be fitted out at
Continental expense. Meanwhile, intelligence had
arrived in Congress which indicated that two British
brigs laden with arms and powder were on their
way to Quebec. Realizing that the capture of the
two vessels meant sorely needed arms and ammuni-
tion for the army at Cambridge, a motion was made

that a committee of three be appointed to prepare
a plan for intercepting the two ships.®

Opposition to the motion, according to John
Adams, was “very loud and vehement.” Delegates
such as Edward Rutledge of South Carolina seemed
to have realized that the motion would be the
first step in the creation of the Continental Navy,
a step which he and several other southern delegates
were unwilling to take. Such an undertaking, Ruf-
ledge declared, was "the maost wild, visionary, mad
project that ever had been imagined. It was an
infant taking a mad bull by his horns; and what
was more profound and remote, . . . it would ruin
the character and corrupt the morals of all our
seamen.” These arguments were answered by the
motion’s supporters who dwelt on “the great ad-
vantages of distressing the enemy, supplying our-
selves, and beginning a system of maritime and
naval operations™; all of which “were represented
in colors as glowing and animating.”*®

After a long and lively debate the motion was
carried by a small majority and a committee com-
posed of Silas Deane, John Langdon, and John
Adams was appointed. Later the same day, the
three men recommended, and Congress resolved,
that General Washington be directed to secure from
Massachusetts two armed ships, and that the gover-
nors of Connecticut and Rhode Island be requested
to cooperate in the project. Also included in the
resolve was the recommendation that commanders
appointed to the vessels encourage the enlistment
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of seamen and Marines. This mention of Marines
is the first indication that the infant Naval Committee
considered Marines both a necessary and integral
part of any naval force assembled by the Continental
Congress.”

Following the resolves of 5 October, the move-
ment toward a Continental Navy quickened. On
the 13th, Congress voted to fit out the two armed
vessels and send them out to intercept British trans-
ports laden with military stores. To estimate the
expenses involved, another three-man committee
was appointed. Silas Deane and John Langdon were
again designated as members, but John Adams was
replaced by Christopher Gadsden of South Carolina,
an apparent attempt to gain southern support. With
congressional action on the second committee’s
report two weeks later, Congress simultaneously
authorized the purchase of two additional ships.
This time the objective was not limited to inter-
cepting enemy shipping, but expanded to include
“the protection and defence of the united Colonies.”
In addition to finally committing itself to a navy,
Congress reconstituted the committee. Instead of
three, the committee’s membership was expanded
to seven by the addition of john Adams, Stephen
Hopkins of Rhode Island, Joseph Hewes of North
Carolina, and Richard Henry Lee of Virginia. The
committee, which had previously operated under
several titles, now became known as the Naval
Committee.®

By the beginning of November, four vessels had
been authorized and the American colonies com-
mitted to a policy of naval warfare. But naval legis-
lation did not slow, it moved more rapidly.” Under
the able leadership of the aged ex-governor of
Rhode Island, Stephen Hopkins, the committee set
to work purchasing, equipping, and manning the

four Continental ships. In this connection Silas
Deane journeyed to New York and Connecticut,
while John Adams wrote to James Warren and
Elbridge Gerry in Massachusetts to inquire whether
ships might be purchased, hired, or built in the
province. Adams also asked whether there were
suitable officers and men who could be enlisted
in the navy and Marines. It is assumed that Adams’
inquiries were not only connected with his work
on the Naval Committee, but also with his duties
on the Nova Scotia Committee. These initial con-
tacts with the northern colonies, however, produced
little assistance.™

In its search for suitable vessels, the committee
had only to look as far as the Delaware River where
four were located and purchased. The first ship pro-
cured was the Black Prince, a relatively new 300-ton
merchantman owned by a group of Philadelphia
businessmen. Shortly after purchase she was rechris-
tened the Alfred, in honor of the founder of the
British Navy. Within weeks the Alfred was followed
by three other ships: the Columbus (formerly the
ship Sally); Cabot (formerly the brig Sally); and the
Andrew Doria (formerly the brig Defiance).

The Alfred and Cofumbus were large and clumsy
in comparison with the Cabot and Andrew Doria.
Since they were initially built to carry cargo, both
ships required extensive internal bracing to bear the
burden of their armament. Of the four ships, little
is known about their dimensions and builders with
the exception of the Cabot. Since she was captured
in 1777 and taken into the Royal Navy, her dimen-
sions have survived. British naval records show that
the Cabot was a 14-gun brig with a deck length of
74'912", keel length of 53'7”, beam of 24'8”, a hold
depth of 114", and a displacement of 189 tons.** *

General Washington’s Reply

As the Naval Committee proceeded with the out-
fitting of the four ships, the question of the Nova
Scotia expedition and the raising of the two battal-
ions of Marines again was considered. On 27 No-
vember, General Washington’s thoughts concerning
the resolves of 10 November were placed before

Congress. Washington, although agreeing to send

two men to Nova Scotia to gain intelligence, thought

the decision to raise the Marine battalions from
within his army impractical. The Continental Army
at the time, the general pointed out, was in a period
of realignment. Since the reorganization involved

* For a detailed description of the four Continental ships
after renovation, see Chapter |1
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the reconciliation of many different interests and the
judging of certain field officers on their merits, the
same difficulties would again arise with the appoint-
ment of a colonel to command the two battalions.
The greatest problem, as Washington saw it, would
occur in the selection of junior officers and en-
listed men. Because Congress had placed a re-
quirement that all officers and men be acquainted
with maritime affairs, “they must be picked out of
the whole army, one from this Corps, one from an-
other,” thereby damaging the whole system. Thus,
the raising of the two battalions would not only
cost the army time, anxiety, and pain, but would
also weaken it. Due to the difficulties that would
arise, Washington suggested that the two battalions
of Marines be raised in New York and Philadelphia;
“where there must be now numbers of Sailors un-
employed?”

Washington not only questioned the advisability
of creating the battalions from the Continental
Army, but the necessity of an expedition to Nova
Scotia. His available forces were low, and he needed
all that could be mustered. Noting information had
been received indicating additional troops had
arrived to reinforce the British garrisons in Boston,
and that the enemy would probably take advantage
of the first bad weather to break the siege, General
Washington asked whether this was the time to
weaken American lines by employing his forces “on
any other Service.” Notwithstanding, Washington

assured Congress he would “use every endeavour
to comply with . . . [its] Resolve.”"**

On 28 November, Washington again wrote John
Hancock. After making a number of inquiries
amongst his officers, Washington informed the
President that it would be impossible “to get the
Men to inlist for the Continuance of the War, which
will be an insuperable Obstruction to the formation
of the two Battallions of Marines.” Nevertheless,
Washington said he would complete the reorganiza-
tion of the army and then “enquire out such Offi-
cers & Men as are best qualifyed for that service,
and endeavor to form these two Battallions out of
the Whole.”** Among the officers contacted in this
respect was Colonel John Glover of Marblehead
who supplied Washington with a list of 17 men
whom he thought qualified to serve as captains in
the Marine battalions. None were ever appointed.**

Although Washington remained concerned about
raising the two battalions until late January 1776,
Congress, on 30 November, relieved him of the re-
sponsibility. That day it ordered Washington to sus-
pend the raising of the Marine battalions and or-
dered that they be created independently of the
army.'® Several days later Hancock informed Wash-
ington of the resolves and asked that he think of
“proper Persons to command . . . [the] Corps, and
give Orders for enlisting them wherever they may
be found.”*® At present, only one name is known
to have been submitted by Washington for consid-
eration; this he did in the spring of 1780.""

Marine Officers Commissioned

The views expressed by Washington in his letter
of 19 November seemed to have had the desired
impression on Congress. For soon after, the idea of
an expedition to Nova Scotia was abandoned and
not heard again until late the following year. But
Congress was not ready to abandon the two battal-
ions of Marines. On 28 November it commissioned
the first Marine office—Samuel Nicholas.*®

Little is known about this young Philadelphia
Quaker prior to his appointment as captain of Ma-
rines. The only son of Mary (Shute) and Anthony
Nicholas, a blacksmith, Samuel was borm in 1744.
Socially, Samuel Nicholas achieved early prom-

inence. In 1760 he was admitted to the Schuylkill
Fishing Company which, despite its commercial
name, was an exclusive gentlemen’s club devoted
to the rod-and-reel and pleasures of the table. Six
years later, he became one of the founders of the
Gloucester Fox Hunting Club, whose membership
was drawn from the leading families of Philadelphia
as well as from the country gentry of Gloucestet
County, New Jersey. Through his association with
these two clubs he became acquainted with such
prominent Philadelphia gentlemen as John Cadwala-
der, Thomas and James Wharton, Robert and Sam-
uel Morris, John Nixon, Clement Biddle, and Thomas
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Samuel Nicholas’ Com/fnission as Captain of Marines.

Willing—all of whom later played leading roles in
the Revolution. The vocation he followed in the
years before the Revolution is not definitely known,
although there are unsubstantiated indications that
he was an innkeeper and served in the colonial mer-
chant service. A position in the latter, or an acquaint-
ance with maritime affairs would certainly have
qualified him for an appointment in the Marines. If,
on the other hand, he had no experience in such
affairs, he could possibly have achieved his appoint-
ment through a recommendation by one or more of
his many prominent acquaintances.®

With Nicholas’ appointment, the recruiting of

men and the selection of their officers began.
Among the first officers picked were Joseph Shoe-
maker, a member with Samue! Nicholas of the Fox
Hunting Club, and lsaac Craig. A popular Irishman
born in County Down, Craig emigrated to America
with his brother James in 1765. Settling in Philadel-
phia he began as a journeyman carpenter and
quickly achieved a master rating. Although he had

no maritime experience, he joined the Marines in
late November 1775 as its oldest lieutenant.® in
December, Captain Shoemaker and Lieutenant Craig
were joined by Captain john Welsh, and Lieutenants
John Fitzpatrick, Robert Cummings, John Hood Wil-
son, Henry Dayton, Matthew Parke, and a Lieutenant
Miller.***

Virtually nothing is known about the background
of the one captain and six lieutenants appointed in
December with the exception of Matthew Parke.
Lieutenant Parke was born to well-to-do parents in
1746 near Ipswich, England. Early in life he accom-
panied his paternal grandfather, who had been an
aide to the Duke of Marlborough during the Battle
of Blenheim and later governor of the Windward
Islands, to Virginia. After several years in the south-
ern colony, Colonel Parke retumed to England leav-
ing his grandson to make his way in the new coun-

* Lieutenant Miller either failed to accept his commission
or resigned from the service before the fleet sailed, since he
is not included on the Muster Roll of the Columbus.
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Matthew Parke, by an unidentified artist.

try. As the revolution began Parke journeyed to
Philadelphia where he later received an appoint-
ment as lieutenant of Marines.*

Recruitment of men was carried out by the three
captains (Nicholas, Shoemaker, and Welsh), and the
two ranking lieutenants (Craig and Wilson). Rendez-
vous were established early in December, probably
in a number of Philadelphia public houses, and
drummers with highly decorated drums paraded the
streets to attract recruits. One such drum, upon
which was painted a coiled rattlesnake about to
strike, bore the motto “Don’t Tread on Me.” This
design, as one observer noted, was probably the de-
vice intended to decorate the arms of North
America.®* *

One of the most successful recruiters was Lieu-
tenant Isaac Craig. Beginning his efforts on 9 De-
cember, he succeeded in signing nine men the first
day, four the second, and by 22 December he had
enlisted more than 40 men. Of the men recruited
only eight were born in America; a majority being
from Great Britain and lreland with a few from Ger-
many, Switzerland, and Holland. They came not only
from differing backgrounds, but also from widely
separated trades and professions. The company in-
cluded a doctor, jeweler, baker, wool comber, miller,
breeches maker, butcher, and several carpenters.
Statistically, the average age of Craig’s recruit was
25.5 years, and the average height, 5 feet 5 inches,*
This is in contrast with the present-day Marine re-
cruit who is 18 years old and four inches taller than
his Revolutionary War counterpart.®

Naval Regulations Adopted

As the five Marine Officers recruited their men,
the Naval Committee of Congress worked diligently
on legisiation necessary for the organization of the
Navy. On the same day that Samue! Nicholas re-
ceived his appointment as captain of Marines, Con-
gress adopted the “Rules for the Regulation of the
Navy of the United Colonies.” Formulated by John
Adams and based upon British naval regulations,
these brief rules dealt chiefly with discipline, pay,
and rations, and were to apply to all men serving
on board a Continental vessel.

The majority of the 44 articles concern conduct
and are little more than a penal code. Should a
sailor or Marine be caught swearing, he was to be
punished by the wearing of a wooden collar, “or

some other shameful badge of distinction.” For
drunkenness, an enlisted man would be put in irons,
while an officer guilty of the same offense forfeited
two days pay. The maximum punishment an officer
might inflict on a seamen or Marine for a minor
offense was “twelve lashes upon his bare back, with
a cat of nine tails.”” For the crimes of quarreling, em-
bezzelment, robbery, falling asleep on duty, mutiny,
and desertion, which deserved greater punishment,
a court-martial would be convened. All court-
martials for capital offenses were to consist of 12

* The drum design was probably taken from the rattle-
snake flag designed by Christopher Gadsden, and used as
Esek Hopkins’ personal flag as commander of the Conti-
nental Fleet.
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officers; “at least three Captains and three first lieu-
tenants, with three Captains and three first lieuten-
ants of Marines.” The sentence of such a court-
martial could not be executed without the review
and confirmation of the fleet's commander. An
automatic death sentence was only to be imposed
for murder and severe cases of cowardice in battle.

The regulations also fixed rations for those on
board Continental ships for each day of the week.
On Saturday, for example, the regulations called for
one pound of bread, one pound of pork, one-half
pint of peas, and four ounces of cheese to be issued
each man. Variety was achieved by substituting po-
tatoes, turnips, rice, pudding, and butter for the
main staples. Each man was also given a half pint
of rum per day, and a “discretionary allowance on
extra duty, and in time of engagement.”

in addition to establishing a penal code and deter-
mining the daily issuance of provisions, the rules
prescribed the following monthly pay scale for Ma-
rines and Marine officers: captain, 26%: dollars; lieu-
tenant, 18 dollars; sergeant, 8 dollars; corporal, 713
dollars; fifer, 7¥5 dollars; drummer, 713 dollars; and
private, 6% dollars. The regulations also established
18 naval ranks and their monthly payrate; the high-
est being that of captain, 32 dollars, and the lowest,
able seaman, 6% dollars.

Appended to the naval rules was a contract of en-
listment which was to be read and signed by each
member of the crew. According to the articles a
bounty was to be deducted from the proceeds of
prizes and paid to those men, or their heirs, who
died, lost a limb, or were incapacitated in an en-
gagement. The ship commander was to receive $400,
captain of Marines $300, and inferior officers, sea-
men, and Marines, $200. In addition, the man who
first sighted a ship which was later captured was to
receive a double share of prize money, while the
person who first boarded a prize was to receive
three shares. The articles also prescribed that 10
prize shares were to be set aside for “’such inferior
officers, seamen and marines, as shall be adjudged
best to deserve them by the superior officers.”**
The contract, however, failed to specify the normal
distribution of prize shares. This would have to wait
until early January the following year when Con-
gress determined that proceeds from the sale of a
prize would be divided into twentieths. A captain
of Marines would share equally in three twentieths
with naval lieutenants and masters, while a lieuten-
ant of Marines would divide two and one half
twentieths with the surgeon, chaplain, purser, boat-
swains, gunners, carpenters, master's mates, and the
fleet's secretary. A sergeant of Marines would share
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three twentieths with the remaining noncommis-
sioned officers, and privates (seamen included)
would divide eight and one half twentieths. The
lion’s share of the prize money, of course, went to
the fleet commander and ship captain.®" *

As well as enacting rules regulating shipboard life
and the distribution of prize money, Congress estab-
lished the term of enlistment for seamen and Ma-
rines. On 5 December it resolved that they would

be engaged for one year, ending 1 January 1777,
“unless sooner discharged by Congress.” This
change, particularly in reference to Marines, was
precipitated possibly by Washington’s comment that
few men in his army would consider serving in the
Marines for the duration of the war. The change also
brought the term of service into line with the cus-
tomary length prescribed for Continental and state
troops.*® **

Naval Officers Appointed

Regulations of the Navy consumed only a portion
of the Naval Committee’s time, the remainder was
spent equipping and officering the four Continental
ships. To add to the Committee’s work, Congress on
2 December authorized the purchase of two addi-
tional vessels and the renting of a third. The Rhode
Island sloop Katy, later renamed the Providence,
was leased on her arrival in Philadelphia, while two
other vessels, the Hornet and Wasp, were purchased
and outfitted in Baltimore, Maryland. Also on 2 De-
cember, Congress directed the Naval Committee to
prepare commissions for the officers who would
command the seven ships. Once these were pre-
pared, the process of appointing suitable officers
began.*

A measure of nepotism was obvious when, on 22
December, the Naval Committee laid before Con-
gress for confirmation a “list of officers by them ap-
pointed.” Heading the list was the 57-year-old
Rhode Islander, Esek Hopkins, the brother of Ste-
phen Hopkins, a member of the Naval Committee.
Esek was designated Commander-in-Chief of the
Fleet—a rank equal in status to that held by Gen-
eral Washington. He was, as General Henry Knox
later observed, “antiquated in figure,” but “shrewd
and sensible,” whom “I . . . should have taken . . .
for an angel only he swore now and then.” The
choice of Hopkins was a promising one, for his
background included privateer service during the

* The regulations adopted by Congress on 28 Novermnber
remained in force throughout the Revolution.

** According to the resolve of 10 November Marines were
to be enlisted “for and during the present war between

Creat Britain and the colonles, unless dismissed by order of
Congress.”

French and Indian War. Two other Rhode Island

men joined the Commodore an the list: his son John
Burroughs Hopkins, who was given command of the
Cabot, and a good friend, Abraham Whipple, who
got the Columbus.®®

Samuel Nicholas, by an unidentified artist,
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Heading the short captain’s list was Dudley Sal-
tonstall of Connecticut who was to command the
Alfred. "“A Sensible indefatigable Morose Man,” Sal-
tonstall owed his appointment to his brother-in-law
Silas Deane, of the Naval Committee. Unlike Salton-
stall, of the other two captains appointed, Nicholas
Biddle seems to have achieved the command of the
Andrew Doria by merit alone. Biddle, a Philadel-
phian, had an impressive naval background. Only
25 years old in 1775, he had seen service in the
Royal Navy with the future Lord Nelson. When the
war began he quickly joined the Pennsylvania State
Navy and was appointed captain of the Franklin
row-galley. But the duty was monotonous, and he
resigned his commission in hope of getting a more
substantial command in the infant Continental
Navy.*

First on the list of lieutenanfs was John Paul Jones.
A native of Scotland, Jones joined the sea service
early in life to seek fame and fortune. By late 1775,
he was employed in Philadelphia converting the

Alfred from a merchant ship to a ship of war. It was
Jones who, in the presence of the fleet's new Comn-
mander-in-Chief on 3 December, is said to have
raised the Grand Union Flag to the top of the Al-
fred's jackstaff. Four days later he received his com-
mission as lieutenant and acting captain of the Al-
fred through his good friend Joseph Hewes, after
refusing the command of the Providence which
soon after went to Captain John Hazard. He later
regretted this action, since it meant a loss of seniar-
ity and a lieutenancy under a man whom he dis-
liked. Also included on the lieutenant’s list was
Hoysteed Hacker who was subsequently given the
command of the Fly.%

Twao captains not on the 22 December list were
those appointed later to command the two ships
fitting out in Baltimore. They were Captain William
Stone who previously commanded the Hornet and
was to continue as such, and Captain William Hal-
tock who was appointed to the schooner Wasp.

The Marines Prepare for Action

By late December the five companies of Marines
had been recruited and each man paid a month’s
advance. The only thing that remained was to outfit
them. Unfortunately, the Naval Committee of Con-
gress did not have the means, and therefore the
main burden of equipping the Marine companies
fell to the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety. On 27
December Samuel Nicholas received from Robert
Towers, the Committee’s commissary agent, 100
provincial muskets, 100 bayonets and scabbards, and
12 iron ramrods.*® But this was not enough to fulfill
his requirements. Therefore, on 30 December an
urgent plea from the Pennsylvania Council of Safety
went out to the county committees for additional
arms:

The great demand for fire arms, in order to equip
the Boats and Vessels employ’d in defence of the River
Delaware, and to supply the Marines on Board the
Continental Arm’d Vessels now ready to sail, has occa
sicn'd the necessity of our collecting all the Arms be-
longing to the publick in every part of the Province.
The Associations in this City have already deliverd up

all that were in their hands, and we hope those in the
Country will cheerfully comply and deliver up ali that

are in their Custody. We hope before the Country can
be exposed to danger, a sufficient number of Arms will
be procured to furnish those who cannot supply them-
selves, and in the mean time most earnestly reguest
you would exert yourselves to procure as fast as pos-
sible and send down to this Commee all the publick
Arms that are in your County, to be employ'd in im-
mediate Service.™

This appeal was partially answered two days later
when Towers delivered 50 stands of arms to the
Marines then quartered in the Philadelphia bar-
racks.* Three days later, on 3 January 1776, another
86 muskets were ordered for delivery to Captain
Nicholas’ men. Still, the deliveries did not meet the
number of arms required to fully equip the five
companies of Marines. it was mid-January before
this was accomplished.®

If the Marines were in need of arms, they were
also in need of a uniform. But one was not forth-
coming. At this time the army at Cambridge was the
major recipient of all uniforms produced in the
colonies or purchased in Europe. Therefore, Marines,

* A stand of arms was one musket, one bayonet, and, jin

some cases, a cartridge box and belt.
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in mosl cases, wore the clothing they were enlisted
in, or clothes they purchased with the pay they re-
ceived. It was only later the following year that the
Naval Committee prescribed a uniform, and even
then it was difficult to procure.

As Marines in the five companies received their
weapons they were sent to the Willing, Morris, and

Cuthbert wharves. There they relieved details of the
First Pennsylvania Battalion who since 2 December
had stood guard over the six Continental ships and
the piled military stores on board. On 3 January
1776, the Marines in turn were relieved of the re-
sponsibility as they boarded the ships they had
guarded and set out for an unknown destination.*










DEFEAT ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN, 13 OCTOBER 1776,

Two days after the Batile of Valcour Island, Benedict Arnold beached his
galley and four gunboats and ordered them burned in an effort to prevent
their capture. This painting recreates the scene soon after the boats were
grounded, when Marines were directed to jump overboard, ascend a bank on
shore, and form a line to defend the vessels and flag against the British.



CHAPTER I

Outbreak of Hostilities:
Early Marine Participation

Arnold’s Champlain Fleet

In 1763 the Peace of Paris ended the Seven Years’
War in Europe and with it the French and Indian
War in America. The flush of victory was short-
lived as Great Britain found her treasury almost
drained, a huge public debt, and additional terri-
tories to administer. To sustain this burden and to
meet ongoing expenses, the British Parliament saw
no alternative but to lay taxes on the colonies, which
existed, according to its view, for the benefit of the
mother country.

For almost one hundred and fifty years the Amerr-
can colonies had enjoyed unusual freedom in the
management of their own affairs. This was the resuit
not so much of the granting of such freedoms by the
British government, but stemmed from Great Brit-
ain’s preoccupation with local interests, from indif-
ference, inefficiency, and distance; in short, from
benign neglect.

The immediate and sometimes violent objections
of the Americans to their new taxes both baffled and
angered the British. The colonists’ position was that,
while Parliament could legislate for the colonies,
taxes could only be levied through their direct rep-
resentatives—of which they had none in Patliament.
Several British Parliamentarians, indeed, agreed with
the argument. To circumvent direct taxation, the
ministry imposed duties on certain items imported
into the colonies, since it was acknowledged that
Parliament had the right to regulate trade. When the
Americans refused to import the goods so as to
avoid the duties, England sent troops to protect
against mob violence the customs collectors and
those loyal merchants"willing to accept the imports.

23

Noting that the revenue derived from the indirect
taxes would be used to pay the salaries of royal offi-
cials and, viewing the presence of British troops as
a threat to their civil liberties, the objecting colo-
nists advanced the argument a step further. They
now questioned Parliament’s right to legistate for
them at afl. The ministry retreated and repealed ail
the duties except for the one on tea, not from any
agreement with the argument advanced by the
Americans but from practicality, since the revenue
produced by the duties was insufficient. The tax on
tea, which was retained to preserve the legal su-
premacy of Parliament, immediately led to mob ac-
tion against a shipment of tea in Boston harbor in
December 1773. Parliament retaliated by closing the
port, annulling sections of the Massachusetts char-
ter, and enacting several coercive laws.

The Americans now asserted their equality; they
said that their colonial assemblies stood on equal
footing with Parliament and thus they alone could
legislate for the colonies, while Parliament legisiated
for Great Britain. Concerted action replaced the pre-
viously fragmented objections when a Continental
Congress was called to meet at Philadelphia in Sep-
tember 1774 to consider formal protests and defen-
sive policies,

It was at Boston where decisive action was taken..
Parliament had declared Massachusetts to be in
a state of rebellion, and the government's com-
mander in chief in North American, General Thomas
Gage, made up his mind to use maximum force to
quash resistance. It was the eighteenth of April 1775
and the armed truce in the province was rapidly
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coming to an end. The commitment was made—a
British force would make a thrust from Boston to
Concord where the Provincial Congress met and
where military supplies were said to be stored. Early
the following morning rebel and redcoat met on the
misty village green at Lexington. That night Gage’s
worst fears had been realized; the day’s bloodletting
had aroused rather than subdued the rebels. By the
end of April rebel troops, ill-trained yet formidable,
had encircled Boston and immobilized .the largest
concentration of British soldiers in North America.
As Gage peered fearfully from Boston's forts
‘towards the growing rebel army, the Massachusetts
Committee of Safety began planning for a secret ex-
pedition into the northern New York wilderness in
hope of obtaining cannon for the siege. The expedi-
tion was the brainchild of an ambitious, 34-year-old
merchant turned soldier from Connecticut, Benedict
Arnold. Soon after learning of the events at Boston
and the great need for siege guns, he assembled
about 50 men and started out for the American lines.
By the time he reached the camp at Cambridge,
Arnold had formulated a plan whereby the British
fort at Ticonderoga could be captured and its 80
heavy cannon, 20 brass guns, and 10 to 12 large
morlars brought back to Boston. According to Atn-

] -

old, “the place could not hold out an hour against.
a vigorous onset.”* As a result of Arnold’s promises
to supply the besieging army with cannon, the Com-
mittee of Safety appeinted him colonel for “a secret
service’” with authority to raise not more than 400
men. Once the force was enlisted, the committee
instructed that they then march and take Fort Ticon-
deroga, leave a garrison, and return with the cannon
and stores.”

Immediately the energetic Arnold set out to enlist
his men, but soon learned to his surprise that an-
other expedition with the same purpose was on the
march against the fort. Organized by several promi-
nent citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, the mission
was given to a tall man with a roaring, bragging
voice from the New Hampshire Grants, Ethan Allen,
and his Green Mountain Boys. Fearing a rival to his
command, Arnold hurried to the rallying point at
Hand’s Cove on the eastern shore of Lake Cham-
plain. Around midnight on 9 May Arnold reached
the rendezvous and immediately attempted to wrest
command of the forces from Allen. In part he was
motivated by a sincere belief that the capture of
Ticonderoga was too important a task to be en-
trusted to a man with no real authority. Further-
more, Arnold was well aware of the considerable
glory which would surround the capture and wished
to be in on it. The possibility of Arnold assuming
command so enraged Allen’s forces that most were
prepared to turn around and march home unless
assured that they would be commanded by those
with whom they had enlisted. A compromise was
soon reached whereby Arnold and Allen would
march together at the head of the column, and that
Arnold would refrain from issuing orders.

The compromise was reached, but the fort still
had to be taken. In two boats that were on hand,
Allen and Arnold crossed the lake about three in
the morning with the first contingent of 83 men.
Reluctant to lose the element of surprise, Allen left
the remaining 140 men on the eastern shore and he
and Arnold led the men to the fort's gates. The
lightly defended fort was quickly taken, as was the
British outpost at Crown Point.?

Meanwhile, a detachment of Allen’s men under
the command of Captain Samuel Herrick had gone
to Skenesborough {(Whitehall} at the head of Lake
Champtlain. There they seized Major Philip Skene, a
loyalist landowner, his family, and a small schooner.
Built by Skene in 1774, the 40-ton schooner had a
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deck length of 41 feet, keel length of 31 feet, ex-
treme width of 14 feet, 9 inches, and a hold depth
of 3 feet, 1 inch. On 11 May the schooner, rechris-
tened the Liberty, set out for Ticonderoga under
the command of Captain Eleazer Oswald. Arriving
on the T4th, she was quickly armed with four car-
riage guns and six swivels.*

Armold immediately appreciated the importance
of the seizure; after all there were no roads around
Champlain, only the lake itself. The force controlling
the lake could control the passage of all troops in
the area. This was of vital importance as the fort at
Ticonderoga could not be regained by the British
without reinforcements from Quebec, and the lake
was their only avenue of approach. For these watery
exercises, Arnold would find it necessary to impro-
vise a force of Marines.

Shortly after the capture of Fort Ticonderoga, a
council of war was held from which Armold emerged
as commander of a proposed expedition to St. Johns,
with hopes of surprising the British garrison there
and capturing the Ceorge lif, a large, well-armed
sloop. Arnold gathered a force of 30 men and
shoved off in a batteau on the 16th for the northern
end of the lake. Later that day the Liberty sailed
northward to meet Amold; the sailors were com-
manded by Captain John Sloan and the soldiers by
Oswald.

The Liberty handled poorly to windward and
made slow progress until the wind shifted on the
17th. Meanwhile, Arnold scouted on ahead with his
small force. With the wind aft, the Liberty overtook
Arnold and he reboarded. Good progress was made
until the wind died late in the afternoon on the 17th
and the schooner was becalmed close to Pointe au
Fer, some 30 miles south of the destination. Impa-
tient to move on, Arnold put 35 men into the small
boats and, leaving the Liberty, rowed all night, land-
ing near the town at daybreak. A scout advised that
‘the garrison was not alerted so Arnold moved at
once. With surprise on their side, the Americans
took both the fort and the sloop with little trouble.
Along with the sloop, they captured nine boats and
two brass cannon.

It was learned that the fort’'s commanding officer
had departed the previous day after word of Ticon-
deroga’s fall had finally reached him. Destined for
Montreal, he was expected to return shortly with
reinforcements, planning to board the George [l
and sail south to recapture the fort. With this intelli-

gence, Amold decided to depart at once, rather than
fight a pitched battle on alien ground against a
stronger foe. Burning five of the boats to prevent
their recapture, he sailed south with the Liberty,
Ceorge 1, and four boats. Not far below the town
he met Allen and his forces on their way to St. Johns.
Allen decided, against the advice of Arnold, to pro-
ceed on to St. Johns where he set up camp on the
opposite shore of the Richelieu River. The following
morning he was attacked by the British force from
Montreal and forced to retreat.’

Arnold’s flotilla returned to Ticonderoga on 20
May. There the force set to work rearming and man-
ning the Liberly and Ceorge fli, which was renamed
the Enterprise. While the Liberty retained her origi-
nal armament, the Enterprise was eventually armed
with six carriage guns and ten swivels. Manning the
two vessels, however, was a more difficult job. Men
with a facility or knowledge of seamenship were not
to be had. On the other hand, there was an ample
supply of soldiers who could act as Marines. In man-
ning the Enterprise, for example, seven men of Cap-
tain Herrick’s company were drafted by Arnold, or
volunteered to serve as Marines. In all, the sioop.
carried 4 officers, 10 sailors, and 17 Marines.*

On the same day Arnold attacked St. Johns, the:
Continental Congress officially learned of the cap-
ture of the Liberty and the forts. Instead of directing
offensive actions against the British forces to the
north, Congress suggested that a strong garrison be-
established and that an inventory be made of the
captured war material so that it might be returned
when harmony between Great Britain and her colo-
nies was again restored. Thus the lake forces were
placed in a defensive status. A little over a month
later Congress rewarded their efforts by placing
them on the Continental payroll as of 3 May 1775.7

In the weeks following his attack on St. Johns,
Arnold busied himself by leading almost daily recon-
naissance cruises from the anchorage which he
established at Crown Point. But in mid-June he
found that his authority to command was in ques-
tion. A special commission from the Cambridge
Committee of Safety had arrived and began to delve
into both Arnold’s behavior and his apparent at-
tempts to circumvent the orders of Congress. Not
only had Arnold been aggressive in his actions, but
he had gone so far as to suggest an invasion of
Canada, which was in direct violation of the policy
suggested by the Continental Congress. On 23 June,
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the commission informed Arnold that he was to con-
form to the orders of Congress and subordinate him-
self to Colonel Benjamin Hinman of Connecticut, or
get out. Arnold coupled his refusal with his resigna-
tion.*

The Liberty and Enterprise continued to cruise the
lake all surnmer for the protection of the outlying
settlements and for reconnaissance. In late July the
Liberty, “well man’d with both Sailors and Marines,”
began one of its short cruises. While proceeding up
the lake, she made a number of stops to let Captain
James Stewart and his lieutenant of Marines go
ashore in order to obtain information as to British
positions to the north. At one stop they were in-
formed by several Indians and Frenchmen that Brit:
ish ships at St. Johns were ready to sail for Ticon-
deroga and Crown Point. With news of the immi-
nent British attack, Stewart immediately sailed south
for Ticonderoga where he transmitted his informa-
tion to Major General Philip Schuyler, now com-
mander of the Northern Department.®

British preparations at St. Johns to create a naval
power, among other things, caused American mili-
tary leaders on Lake Champlain to reconsider a con-
tinuance of the defensive posture. When Congress
ordered General Schuyler to Ticonderoga it sug-
gested that “if [he] finds it practicable, and that it
will not be disagreeable to the Canadians,” he
should at once seize St. Johns, Montreal, and any
other part of Canada that it might occur to him to
take.”® But Schuyler had doubts about the practical-
ity of advancing into Canada and on 3 August felt
that the “Enemy’s naval strength . . . will prevent our
getting down the Sorrel [Richelieul River to St.
Johns.”* Two weeks later he departed Lake Cham-
plain temporarily, leaving General Richard Mont-
gomery in command.

General Montgomery, onetime member of Parlia-
ment and former British officer, had no such doubts.
[t was obvious to him that the British ships must be
destroyed. On 28 August, a 1,200-man American
force embarked on board the newly constructed
gondolas Hancock and Schuyler, and several armed
bateaux at Crown Point. Escorted by the Enterprise,
Liberty, and several rowboats mounting a single 12-
pounder, the straggling fleet got underway for St.
fohns. After an initial attack and failure in mid-Sep-
tember, the tide of battle turned abruptly the follow-
ing month, and the Americans occupied the British
fort on the Richelieu River. By late November, Mont-
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gomery was in possession of Montreal and ready to
sail for Quebec.

From his headquarters at Cambridge, General
Washington initiated another expedition against
Quebec. With Montgomery's force already enroute
to Quebec by way of the St. Lawrence, Washington
dispatched a small army under General Benedict
Arnold by sea from Newburyport up the Kennebec
River with orders to make himself master of Quebec

and divert General Sir Guy Carleton’s forces from
St. Johns, allowing Montgomery free passage. On 19
September, Arnold and his men sailed from Massa-
chusetts, but it was not until 3 December that Mont-
gomery joined him before Quebec.**

Activities in Canada developed rapidly in the win-
ter of 1775-1776. Following the failure of the assault
on Quebec, General Montgomery’s death, and the
arrival of decisive enemy naval power, the Ameri-
cans were forced to retreat. Montreal and St. Johns
soon fell in rapid succession as the British made their
power felt. By the summer of 1776, the Americans
found themselves back where they had started from
a year before: Ticonderoga and Crown Point.

Little or no progress was made from November
1775 to July 1776 in augmenting the American fleet
on Lake Champlain, although General Schuyler had
initiated the construction of several gondolas in late
May. In fact, there was little impulse for such a
move since the lake was under American control.
However, when the Americans under Benedict Amn-
old came fleeing out of Canada in June 1776, the
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prospect of being followed by British naval units
from the north became painfully evident. The build-
ing of additional vessels was begun at once, and by
late July the fleet included three schooners {Royal
Savage, Revenge, and Liberty), one gloop (Enter-
prise), and several row-galleys and gondolas, fin-
ished or on the blocks.

Construction of the vessels was a relatively simple
task, but manning them with seamen and Marines
proved more difficult. On 21 July Lieutenant Colonel
Thomas Hartly (6th Pennsylvania Battalion) informed
Major General Horatio Gates (Commander of troops
at Fort Ticonderoga) of the problem, specifically in
connection with the enlistment of Marines: “Mr.
[Robert] Hoplels, a young gentleman from York, in
Pennsylvania, was wounded in the action at Trois
Rivieres, where he behaved with the utmost bravery.
. . . He was recommended to General Arnold, and
was commissioned as a Lieutenant of Marines on
board the large schooner [Royal Savage]. He was to
have twenty-five men.” But, as Hartly continued, the
“vessel will be ready to sail in a few days. | would
wish that you would be pleased to take such steps
as to have him the complement of 25 Marines.” To
make up the contingent, Hartly suggested that "‘good
men should be draughted from the Army as Ma-
rines,” 19 *

In response to Lieutenant Colonel Hartly’s sugges-
tion, General Gates issued orders for the immediate
enlistment of seamen and Marines from the North-
ern Army two days later:

Whereas it is of the utmost consiquence that a well
regulated body of Seamen and Marines should be im-
mediately draughted from the several Brigades of this
Army, to the end that the Arms of the United States may
continue to support their Naval Superiority & Command
of the Waters of Lake Champlain & for the encourage-
ment of such Seamen & Marines as shall be so draughted
for the important purpose aforesaid, the Hon'ble the
Congress of the United States have ordered each non
Com'd. Officer, while employed in the service afore-
said, Seamen & Marines, an additional pay of Eight Shill-
ings per month, over and above the pay they are entitled
to receive in the Corps to which they respectively belong.

The following is the detail for the Non Com'd. Officers,
Seamen & Marines to be draughted from each Brigade,
They are to parade tomorrow [24 July] at eight o'clock
& immediately to be delivered to the Officers appointed
to command them.

Each Officer will keep a Roll of their Names & Regi-

ments & Companies that their pay ahstracts may be
regularly made up & adjusted once a month. . . .

* Robert Hopes was commissioned ensign on 9 January
1776 in the company commanded by Captain Moses McClean
—a unit of the 6th Pennsylvania Battalion.

Horatid Gates; by Charles Willson Peale.

Details for the Searmen & Marines

Serg'ts. Corpls. Drs. Privates
First Brigeade 6 4 4 64
2d. 6 4 4 62
3d. 6 2 2 60
4th. 10 6 b 102
28 16 16 288

Following the issuance of the general order, Gates
informed Hartly that Robert Hopes would be as-
signed to the Royal Savage where he hoped his fu-
ture behavior would be such as to “merit further
promotion.” In addition, Gates noted that “service
in the vessels will be a post of honour,” and “those
who distinguish themselves therein may depend
upon my protection.”' But Gates’ congratulations
were premature. On 21 July Hartly notified the gen-
eral that although Hopes was commissioned, he had
neglected to consult Hopes on his assignment. As a
result, Hopes refused to accept his commission.*®

Undaunted, lieutenant Colone! Hartly recom-
mended another officer from his battalion, Ensign
James Calderwood:

Mr. Calderwood, an officer in this battalion, who is a
scholar, and has been three and a half years in the sea
service, part of which as a Midshipman on board a
man of war, is desirous of serving as an officer of
Marines on this Lake. He is a2 person of courage, and

will show himself worthy of an appointment. | beg leave
to recommend him to your Honor t¢ be appointed a
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First Lieutenant of Marines on board the schooner Royal

Savage, in the room of Mr. Hoplels. | would be very
glad that his commission should bear the same date
with that to Mr. Hoplels.

Ensign Calderwood was accordingly commissioned
a lieutenant of Marines on hoard the Royal Sav-
age}T*

The drafting of seamen and Marines, and the ap-
pointment of appropriate officers, continued spo-
radically for the next three menths. Although large
at first—300 men in late July and an additional 300
in mid-August—the drafts by September were cut by
90 percent. On 4 September, for example, 33 men
of Colonel Asa Whitcomb’s regiment were ordered
to the fieet as Marines under the command of Ma-

* James Calderwood was appointed quartermaster of the
6th Pennsylvania Battalion (Colonel William Irvine) on 9 Jan-
uary 1776, and then promoted to ensign in Captain Robert
Adams’ Company, 1 May 1776, On 1 August 1776, he re-
ceived his commission as lieutenant of Marines. He subse-
quently raised an independent battalion and was mortally
wounded in the Battle of Brandywine, 11 September 1777,

TasmuREa ==

rine Lieutenant Calderwood, who then had charge
of Marine recruitment for the fleet.® In all, the full
fleet carried over 900 seamen and Marines.

Virtually nothing is known about the role and
duties of Marine officers and men on board Arn-
old’s fleet. Although they received approximately
the same pay as Marines directly authorized by the
Continental Congress, they retained the trappings of
their former units in terms of uniform, weapons,
and accoutrements. The only additional piece of
equipment which might have set them apart from
the ordinary soldier of the Northern Army were the
brass blunderbusses they were issued.’* As Armold
characterized the men of the fleet: “We have a
wretched motley Crew; the Marines, the Refuse of
every regiment, and the Seamen, few of them, ever
wet with salt Water.””*

By 20 August preparations to meet the enemy
were about complete. The schooners Royal Savage,
Revenge, and Liberty, the sloop Enterprise, and the
gondolas Boston, New Haven, New York, Provi-
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dence, Connecticut, Philadelphia, Spitfite, and the
row-galley Lee were ready. The large, round-bilged
galleys Congress, Trumbull, and Washington, how-
ever, required armament and crews. On the 24th
Arnold set sail from Crown Point, secure in the be-
ltef that his fleet was far superior to anything the
British could assemble at St. Johns. At Willsborough,
half-way down the lake, the fleet encountered a
heavy storm in which the Spitfire nearly foundered.
Forced to weigh anchor, the fleet retreated to the
shelter of Buttonmould Bay, where for three days it
rode out the heavy gale. On 1 September Arnold
again gave the signal to weigh anchor, and a fresh
breeze carried the fleet down to Schuyler’s Island
and then to Windmill Point at the headwaters of the
Richelieu River.*

At Windmill Point on the 6th, the fleet was joined
by the row-galley Lee and the gondola New Jersey.
Fearing that the British would erect batteries on the
shore and rake his fleet then moored in a line across
the lake, Arnold moved his ships southward to an
anchorage off the Isle la Motte. Again on the 19th
he shifted his position, this time to a point just
above Cumberland Head, ten miles north of Valcour
Island. Four days later he retired to a shielded an-
chorage between the island and the lake’s western
shore. There he moored his fleet in a2 curved line
between the island and the New York shore. With
the arrival of the three large galleys on 5 October,
Arnold repositioned the fleet so that the Washington
protected the right flank, the Trumbull protected the
left, and Congress the center. There they waited.*

Sir Guy Carleton’s fleet sailed from St. Johns on
4 October and proceeded up the lake cautiously in
search of the Americans. Slowly it passed Isle La
Motte, Grand and Long !slands, and by the morning
of the 11th had rounded Cumberland Head. Two
miles beyond Valcour Island Arnold’s fleet was
sighted. As the British swept back towards Arnold’s
position against a northerly wind, the Americans got
their first look at the opposition’s strength. The 300-
ton, full-rigged ship Inflexible mounted 18 guns and
the radeau, or floating battery, Thunder, 21. In addi-
tion, the British had assembled two schooners, four
longboats, and 45 other smaller craft, into what
probably appeared to the average Marine to be an
immense squadron. The fleet was manned by over
70 experienced seamen and carried a total arm-
ament of over 90 guns. This in contrast to the

American fleet which had 86 guns, a majority of
which were much smaller in caliber.”®

Seeing that the British were having a difficult time
against a perverse wind, Arnold ordered the Royal
Savage and the three galleys to get underway and
commence the attack. Incompetently handled in the
first but deadly exchange of broadsides, the
schooner grounded and was quickly cut to pieces.
As the gaileys rejoined the original defensive line,
the Carfeton, a 14-gun British schooner, and several
gunboats made their way up the channel and closed
on the Americans. With no more than 350 yards sep-
arating the two opposing lines, the real battle began,

For more than five hours the British and Ameri-
cans exchanged broadside after devastating broad-
side. On board the Congress, Arnold was every-
where, pointing and firing each gun, all the while
shouting encouragement to his seamen and Marines.
By late afternoon, the Carleton was out of action as
were numerous gunboats. On the American side, the
Congress and Washington were in bad shape.® The
former had been hulled more than a dozen times,
while the latter had lost almost all her officers, with
the exception of Brigadier General David Waterbury
and his lieutenant of Marines, Heathcote Muir-
son.” * In addition, the Philadelphia was so badly
hit that she sank shortly after the action.

At dusk, the British concluded that the following
day would see the complete destruction of the
American fleet and thus withdrew their ships. That
night Carleton anchored his fleet in a semi-circle
about the beleaguered Americans. On board the
Congress, the American captains gathered for a hast-
ily called conference. Most agreed that although the
fleet could not survive another day since ammuni-
tion was in short supply, there would be no sur-
render. Instead, they would attempt an escape. Close
to midnight the battered fleet slipped silently passed
the slumbering British and sailed for Ticonderoga.*®

At dawn the following morning, the American
fleet anchored off Schuyler’s Island to effect repairs.
There the Boston and Providence, found to be badly
damaged, were scuttled. Shortly after noon the fleet
again resumed its flight southward. Meanwhile, the
British had discovered the Americans’ escape and
immediately started after them. It was not until the

* Heathcote Muirson, son of loyalist Doctor George Muir-

son of Suffolk County, Long Island, joined the Continental
service against the express wishes of his family. On 13
October 1776 he was captured when the British took the
Washington, and paroled in April 1778.
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morning of the T3th that the American fleet was
again sighted and engaged. The first victim to fall
to the British onslaught was the crippled Washing-
ton, which, after taking several broadsides, struck her
colors. For two and a half hours the unequal combat
raged. Then suddenly the Congress broke through
the encirclement, and with four gondolas headed
onto shore.?” Joseph Cushing, who served as a ser-
geant of Marines on board Arnold’s galley and was
later appointed a brigadier general in the Massachu-
setts militia, describes the events which brought an
end to the running battle with the British:

He [Arnold] then ran his own gallery and four gin
boats ashore in a cove, on the eastern coast of the [ake,
and set them on fire, but ordered the colours not to be
struck; and as they grounded, the marines were directed
to jump overboard, with their arms and accoutrements, to
ascend a bank about twenty-five feet elevation, and form

a line for the defence of their vessels and flags against
the enemy, Arnold being the last man who debarked.”

With his fleet in flames, Arnold then headed through
the woods towards Crown Point and Fort Ticon-
deroga.

In three days of fighting the Americans had lost
11 out of 15 ships. Only the Revenge, Enterprise,

Connecticuf, and Trumbull remained. Of the 700
men in the original force, only little more than half
returned. Although Arnold had been utterly de-
feated, his gallantry and that of his seamen and Ma-
rines did not go unnoticed. On the day they re-
turned to Fort Ticonderoga, General Gates sent “his
thanks to Genl, Arnold & the Officers, Seamen and
Marines of the Fleet, for the gallant defence they
made against the great superiority of the Enemies
Force.” Gates further observed that, “such magnani-
mous behaviour will establish the Fame of the Amer-
ican Arms throughout the Globe.”*®

The British stayed in the area of southern Lake
Champlain long enough to occupy the hastily aban-
doned fort at Crown Point. But with winter ap-
proaching, their fleet in need of repair, and their
crews depleted by casualties, the British soon re-
treated northward. The conquest of Fort Ticonde-
roga and the invasion through central New York
would have to wait until the following year, but the
time purchased by the men of Arnold’s fleet allowed
regiments to be raised that in 1777 would meet and
defeat General John Burgoyne’s invading army at
Saratoga.

Washington’s New England Navy

Shortly after the fall of Fort Ticonderoga and the
creation of the small fleet on Lake Champlain, Gen-
eral George Washington took command of the Con-
tinental Army around Boston. There, in late july
1775, he found his forces sprawled out in a great
crescent of installations about the city. To the north,
west, and south, the Americans looked down on the
6,000-man British army and precluded their move-
ment by land. But to the east, however, Boston har-
bor opened toward the Atlantic. Through the narrow
“guts’” and between the myriad islands of the bay,
British vessels sailed with reinforcements and sup-
plies. They feared no molestation as the Americans
possessed no navy, and the few privateer raiders and
state naval vessels that occasionally appeared hardly
posed a threat. Thus it was only logical that the
Americans should consider mounting some sort of
a naval defense.

Accordingly, Washington decided to create a small
:naval force to supplement his military operations

ashore. Since he determined to use detachments
from the army to officer and man the ships, no au-
thority other than his commission as commander in
chief was required. Like Arnold, the sea captains ap-
pointed by Washington would find it necessary to
improvise detachments of Marines long before the
Continental Congress took action.

The first of the vessels commissioned was the
Hannah, a 78-ton coastal schooner. After supple-
menting her canvas, a draft on the regiments re-
cruited in Marblehead, Beverly, and the other shore
towns of Massachusetts provided the initial manning
for the Hannah. The added inducement of a share
in non-military prizes assisted the final recruiting
drive and by late August, a crew of 50 officers, sea-
men, and Marines had been gathered up. Under the
command of Captain Nicholson Broughton of Colo-
nel John Glover’'s Marblehead Regiment, the Hannah
sailed from Beverly on 5 September with detailed
orders from Washington to seize all enemy vessels
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bound to or from Boston, laden with soldiers, arms,
ammunition, or provisions for the British army.*

Unfortunately, this first cruise of the Hannah was
to lead to almost every problem to which a navy is
prone, including mutiny. After taking the sloop Unity
on the morning of his second day out, Captain
Broughton found to his great disappointment that his
prize was a recapture and as such would have to be
returned to her original owner, John Langdon of New
Hampshire, rather than be auctioned. Following the
return to port, a long and acrimonious debate en-
sued which ended with an armed revolt of the
Hannah'’s crew. Only the arrival of a detachment
from Washington’s headquarters saved the situation,
but the mutineers were subsequently tried and
found guilty.

With a new crew from Glover's Regiment, the
Hannah made many one-day cruises, but in each
case, Broughton returned at dusk to the safety of
port without captures. In early October, the Hannah
pursued an unarmed transport but was unsuccessful
in overtaking it before it reached the safety of Nan-
tasket Roads. The British, outraged at the chase,
sent out the armed sloop Nautilus. Shortly there-
after, intent on returning to Marblehead for the
night, Broughton was passing among the islands of
the middle bay when a lookout spied the Nautilus.
The British sloop was much swifter than the Hannah
so that, although the Nautilus was some five miles
astern when Broughton started driving for home,
once off Beverly they were neck-and-neck. Broughton
decided to give up the chase, and ran the schooner
aground on a sandbar in the cove. The Nautilus
opened fire as the Americans fled through the shal-
lows for shore. The Hannah's crew managed to strip
several small cannon, and much to the surprise of
the British, opened a rather accurate fire from shore.
In attempting to flee, the Nautilus went aground and
was very severely damaged before the incoming tide
refioated her, permitting her to limp back to Boston.

In the aftermath of the Hannah, Washington de-
veloped a distaste for seamen that was to remain
with him. It is clear that only the most pressing mili-
tary necessity prevented Washington from abandon-.
ing the entire idea at once.

Concurrently with the demise of the Hannah, in-
structions arrived from John Hancock who informed
Washington that two unarmed and unescorted Brit-
ish ordnance brigs were at sea, destined for Quebec.
Hancock ordered Washington to approach the

Massachusetts Council of Safety for two armed ves-
sels to intercept the brigs and give “proper encour-
agement to the Marines and Seamen that shall be
Sent on this Enterprize.”® As if in anticipation of
Congress’ request, Washington on 4 Octcober in-
structed Colonel Giover to procure two craft at Con-
tinental expense. As a result the schooners Hancock
and Franklin were hired, manned with approximately
70 officers, seamen, and Marines each, and then
ordered to the mouth of the St. Lawrence under
Captains Nicholson Broughton and John Selman,
respectively.®

In early November, the Hancock and Franklin
arrived in the neighborhood of the Strait of Canso,
but did not enter the St. Lawrence. After making
several unauthorized captures, the two ships turned
their attention to the island of 5t. Johns (Prince Ed-
ward Island) and its capital Charlottetown. There
they pillaged both public and private property and
made prisoners of three prominent citizens, includ-
ing the acting governor. On their return to Massa-
chusetts, Washington immediately ordered the pris-
oners released and their property restored. Washing-
ton also severely reproved both Broughton and Sel-
man for the unwarranted acts of violence and the
failure of their enterprise.

Meanwhile, four other vesseéls, in addition to the
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Hancock and Franklin, were put into service with
Washington's fleet. Like the earlier vessels, the
schooners Lee, Harrison, Warren, and the brigantine
Washington were hired. Under the charter agree-
ments signed by Washington’s agents, the owner
was responsible for expenses incurred in fitting out
the vessel, while the agent took care of the expenses
of operation, “officers, marines & Sailors Wages,”
and reimbursement of the assessed value should the
ship be lost.® In late October the Lee, commanded
by Captain John Manley of Marblehead, and Harri-
son, Captain William Coit of Connecticut, set sail.
Early the following month the Warren, Captain Win-
born Adams of New Hampshire, and Washington,
Captain Sion Martindale of Rhode Island, followed
them to sea in search of British transports. The Lee,
Harrison, and Warren were manned by 50 officers,
seamen, and Marines, and carried 4 carriage guns
and 10 swivels, while the Washington carried 80
men and 10 carriage guns.*

The fleet of four ships had little success; more
often than not they returned to port without prizes.
As winter approached and the cold northerly winds
increased, the seamen and Marines grew discon-
tented. On 23 November Washington’s agent at
Plymouth, William Watson, found the Harrison's
crew “an uneasy sett of fellows, who have got
sowerd by the severity of the season,” and on the
29th he observed “that the people on board the
Brigantine Washington are in general discontent, &
have agreed to do no Duty on board slaild vessel,
& Say that they Inlisted to Serve in the Army & not
as Marines.”* If his seamen and Marines were dis-
satisfied, General Washington was equally displeased
with their conduct:

The plague, trouble and vexation | have had with the
Crews of all the armed Vessels is inexpressible; | do be-
lieve there is not on Earth a more disorderly set; every
time they come into Port, we hear of nothing but mutin-
ous Compfaints . . . the Crews of the Washington and
Marrison have Actually deserted them, so that | have
been under the necessity of ordering the Agent to lay
the latter up and get hands for the other on the best
Terms he could.™

But the situation was not altogether disheartening.
On 4 December, Washington learned of a fortunate
capture made by Captain John Manley in the Lee.
In mid-November, Manley received intelligence con-
cerning the existence of an unescorted British trans-
port expected momentarily in Boston. He immedi-
ately set sail from Beverdy and on 29 November

sighted the British brigantine Nancy. She was quickly
overtaken and carried into Gloucester where a
search proved her to be loaded with a large cargo
of military ordnance. But the news of this valuable
American prize was tempered somewhat by the loss
of the schooner Washington, which was captured by
HMS Fowey on 5 December.

At the end of December 1775, the enlistments of
the seamen and Marines expired and new crews
were recruited. In addition, all the vessels received
new captains: Daniel Waters took the Lee, Samuel
Tucker the Franklin, Charles Dyar the Harrison, Wil-
liam Burke the Warren, and John Ayers was assigned
to the just-hired Lynch. To command the small fieet
Washington appointed john Manley commodore,
and assigned him the Hancock. On 20 January, three
of the five captains received their commissions and
instructions. It is noteworthy that, even though the
naval committee of the Continental Congress had
issued regulations governing naval affairs late the
previous year, Washington’s six vessels, naval offi-
cers, Marines, and seamen would be governed by
army regulations.*

Throughout the early months of 1776, Washing-
ton’s little flotilla continued to attack and seize
enemy shipping. But in March, with the evacuation
of Boston by the British and the movement of Wash-
ington to New York, immediate control of the fleet
passed to General Artemas Ward. Soon after the
evacuation, Captain John Manley was appointed to
command one of the frigates being constructed by
Congress and was replaced on board the Hancock
by Samuel Tucker. James Mugford of Marblehead
replaced Tucker as temporary commander of the
schooner Ffranklin. Mugford was the man who
brought Washington his largest and most valuable
prize.

East of the entfance to Boston harbor on 17 May,
Mugford and his crew of 21 seamen and Marines
observed the large unescorted British transport Hope
making for port, unaware that the British no longer
controlled the city. Since she was heavily laden,
Mugford chanced the she would not resist. His
suspicions were correct. Under the guns of British
men-of-war lying at Nantasket Roads, the Franklin
soon overtook the Hope, and without opposition
carried her into Boston. There she yielded 75 tons of
powder and 1,000 carbines, a portion of which were
later issued to Marines in the fleet*® Provoked by
the Joss of a valuable transport, the British attacked
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the Franklin two days later. In the. fight Mugford and
several of his men lost their lives.

The five ships of the fleet continued to cruise
Massachusetts Bay throughout the remainder of
1776. On 16 June, two days after the last British ves-
sel had abandoned Boston harbor, two British trans-
ports loaded with Scottish troops approached the
port, Unsuspectingly they entered and were soon
engaged and taken by the Warren and three other
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ships, in addition to the Defence (Captain Seth
Harding) of the Connecticut State Navy. Two days
fater an additional transport was taken, Success, al-
though spectacular at times, was sporadic, and in
early 1777 the Marine Committee of Congress or-
dered the fleet dishanded and the officers and men
taken into the Continental Navy.

Upon his arrival in New York in April 1776, Gen-
eral Washington, in concert with the New York Com-
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mittee of Safety, created a small fleet similar to the
one at Boston. Designed to supplement land operas
tions and suppress the illicit trade with the enemy,
the General Schuyler, General Putnam, General
Mifflin, and the Lady Washington were commis-
sioned and manned with seamen and Marines from
the army. The fleet's existence was short-lived. In
August, the British occupied New York, thus bring-
ing to an end the unhampered movement of the
fleet.

Despite the fact that Washington’s fleet and the
fleet established by Arnold on Lake Champlain did
not operate throughout the American Revolution,
both played unique, but different roles. Arnold’s
fleet, although first created for offensive operations
against British forces to the north, became the only
bulwark against British efforts to split the colonies in
1776. The fleet organized by Washington, on the
other hand, concentrated on capturing British ves-
sels and supplies, thereby withholding vital support
to the enemy and at the same time providing the
American army with badly needed clothing and
equipment. Nevertheless, they provided a training
ground for several officers and men of the Continen-
tal Navy and Marines.

Both, however, contained a common weakness,
that of army control. In the two areas of operation,
naval aspects of the combined operations were con-
ducted by army officers under army direction instead
of a competent naval officer, with full authority over
naval matters. This error led to misunderstandings,
jealousies, and discord, often evident at the Jowest
level. Similarly, since the two naval forces were
both raised from the army, little attention was

‘paid to the enlistment of able officers and men. It is

no wonder that both Arnold and Washingten com-
plained, often bitterly, about the quality of seamen
and Marines who served on board their ships. This
might have accounted for Washington’s particular
distaste for Marines, and presumed feeling that they

performed no mission that soldiers could not impro-

vise, a feeling that seems to have persisted amongst
Army generals and succeeding soldier-presidents.

Laying aside the roles and inherent weaknesses of
beth fleets, the need for Marines was there. Whether
they served as riflemen on board ship, manned the
guns, or served as part-time seamen, the distinction
was made: there would be seamen and there would:
be Marines.










LANDING AT NEW PROVIDENCE, 3 MARCH 1776.

With hope of gaining sorely needed powder for Washington's army, 230
Marines and 50 seamen under the command of Marine Captain Samuel
Nicholas landed on the island of New Providence early in March 1776. This
painting depicts the moment Continental Marines stepped ashore from ships
of the Continental Fleet, commanded by Commodore Esek Hopkins.



CHAPTER III

The New Providence Raid

The Continental Fleet

Heralding the departure of the Continenta! Fleet}
a colonial newspaper reported that “the first Ameri-
can Fleet that ever swelled their sails on the western
ocean . . . sailed from Philadelphia amidst acclama-
tion of many thousands assembled on the joyful
occasion.””* A British informer, describing the same
scene, failed to mention the great number of specta-
tors but simply stated that the ships Alfred and Co-
fumbus accompanied by two brigantines sailed from
the city of Philadelphia at one o’clock.* On that
Thursday, the fourth day of January 1776, Lieutenant
James josiah on board the Continental brig Andrew
Doria opened the logbook. There he penned the fol-
lowing austere entry: “At 2 P M Cast off from ye
Warf In Company with ye Comodore Ship Alfred,
Columbus & Cabot, Light airs from ye Westward &
much Ice in ye River.”*

Earlier that morning four of the six vessels of the
Continental Fleet stood at the wharves below South
and Water Streets ready to sail. On either side of the
Willing and Morris Wharf were the Alfred and Co-
fumbus. Largest of the merchantmen purchased by
the Naval Committee, the Alfred was conspicuous
with her white bottom, a broad black band along
the waterline, and bright yellow sides. Protruding
from the newly installed lower deck gunports were
twenty 9-pounders, while on the upper deck she
sported ten 6-pounders. On her bow was a striking
figurehead—a man in armor drawing a sword. The
Columbus, second in size only to the Alfred, carried
eighteen 9-pounders on the lower deck and ten 6-
pounders on the upper. Her bottom was white, but
unlike the Affred, her sides were painted entirely
black and she bore no figurehead.

Downstream, at James Cuthbert's Whatf, were the
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*wo brigs, the Andrew Doria and the Cabot. Named
in honor of the Genoese admiral, the Andrew Doria
carried sixteen newly installed 6-pounders. Along-
side stood the Cabot, a small brig fitted out with
fourteen 6-pounders. Her sides were painted yellow
and a small female figurehead adorned her bow, dis-
tinguishing her from the Andrew Doria’s black sides
and no head.

The remaining two vessels of the Continental Fleet
were the Providence and the Fly. The Providence,
formerly the Rhode Island armed sloop Katy, was
still undergoing alterations in order to instalf twelve
4-pounders on her decks. The Fly, a schooner carry:
ing six 9-pounders and assigned to the fleet as a
tender, had scraped sides which were covered with
tar, this in contrast to the Providence which was en-
tirely black.*

As the last of the supplies were loaded, the Ma-
rines stood ready to receive their orders of assign-
ment. Captain Samuel Nicholas, with his two lieu-
tenants, Matthew Parke and John Fitzpatrick, and the
company of Marines (approximately 60 men) he had
recruited the previous month, were ordered to Com-
modore Hopkins' flagship, the Alfred. Reporting to
the Columbus was Captain Joseph Shoemaker, Lieu-
tenants James Dickenson, Robert Cummings, and
their 60 Marines. Lieutenant Isaac Craig and 38 of
the 44-man company he had raised throughout De-
cember boarded the Andrew Doria. Ordered on
board the Cabot were 40 Marines officered by Cap-
tain John Welsh and Lieutenant John Hood Wilson.
The Providence, which was still being readied for
sea, received 14 men raised by Lieutenant Wilson,
and 6 of Lieutenant Craig’s men. Once on board
they were put under the command of Lieutenant
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Esek.Hopkins, by-an unidentified artist

Henry Dayton.® No Marines were assigned to the
schooner Fly. That afternoon the fleet put into the
river.

Despite the casting off of lines, the fleet did not
make ready for sea but moved to piers at Liberty
Island, south of Philadelphia in the Delaware River
channel. This shift not only lessened the danger of
being caught in the ice forming around the South
and Water Street wharves, but allowed each ship
opportunity to gather those members of the crew
who had not as yet not reported. Anticipating ab-
sences among those officers and crewmen who
might have found it disagreeable to venture out in
the midst of winter, the Naval Committee had a no-
tice prepared and posted in the public houses
throughout the city. The notice ordered “every Offi-
cer in the Sea and Marine Service, and all Common
men . . . who have enlisted into the Service of the
United Colonies on board the Ships now fitting out,
to report immediately on board their respective
ships.” if they did not, they would be judged desert-
ers. To facilitate the transportation of stragglers to
the ships, boats were stationed at the Willing and
Mortis Wharf.*

The following day, the Naval Committeesprepared

two letters of instruction for the commodore, both
of which probably reached him on the 6th. The first
letter was of a general nature and concerned direc-
tions for the conduct of the fieet; these the commo-
dore was at liberty to issue to his captains. In this let-
ter, he was ordered to ensure that discipline, order,
and peace were preserved amongst those on board
the ships, and that “all men under your command
be properly fed and taken care of when they are in
health, as well as when they are sick or wounded.””
In addition to those orders pertinent to the disci-
pline and care of personnel, Hopkins, as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the fleet, was to give directions
for the ship captains to follow in case of separation;
appoint appropriate officers to command prizes;
accord special attention to the care of arms and
ammunition, making certain that they were “always
fit for immediate service”; and guarantee that pris-
oners were humanely treated.”

Simultaneously, the Naval Committee issued to
Hopkins a secret letter of instructions and sailing
orders. The second letter, unlike the first, showed
the effects of southern delegate pressure on the
Continental Congress. It was they, who in October
of the previous year, first dismissed the idea of a
Continental Navy as the “madest idea in the world.””?
Now with the Navy established, and the first Ameri-
can fleet ready to sail, it was directed not against
Canada or British occupation forces in and near Bos-
ton, but against British forces in the southern colo-
nies. With the appearance of British ships off the
southern coast in the autumn of 1775, the southern
delegates finally endorsed demands of New Eng-
landers for a Continental naval force. In return they
received assurances that the first services performed
by the fleet would be against enemy forces in that
section of the colonies.

Not only reflecting southern pressure, but also the
optimism of the Congress as a whole, the Naval
Committee’s secret orders expressed a desire to see
that “our unnatural Enemies . . . meet with all possi-
ble distress on the Sea.” To accomplish this task,
Hopkins was first ordered to proceed immediately
and in the most direct manner to the Chesapeake
Bay in Virginia, and there “search out and attack,
take or destroy all the Naval forces of our Enemies
that you . . . [might] find there.” John Murray, the
Fourth Earl of Dunmore and Royal Governor of Vir-
ginia, had organized a small fleet the year before
and was retaliating against rebellious segments of
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his colony. On New Year's Day 1776, Lord Dun-
more with his fleet attacked and burned Norfolk,
Virginia. It was against Dunmore primarily, and then
against his cohorts to the south that Hopkins was
directed. Once Lord Dunmore had been dealt with,

Hopkins was ordered to “proceed immediately to-
the Southward and make yourself Master of such

forces as the Enemy may have both in North and
South Carolina.”” This second phase accomplished,
the commodore was then “to proceed Northward
directly to Rhode lsland, and attack, take and de-
stroy all the Enemies Naval force” there.”

As the Alfred, Columbus, Andrew Doria, and
Cabot lay tied up at Liberty Island in the thickening
ice, final efforts were made to equip the separate
Marine detachments. On January 5th, Pennsylvania's
resourceful Committee of Safety delivered 37 musk-
ets and 136 bayonets to Lieutenant Craig on board
the Andrew Doria. In addition, the Committeg
issued to Captain Nicholas on the Alfred, 67 musk-
ets, 60 bayonets, 50 scabbards, and 200 pounds of
musket balls.™ Still facking in adequate arms, Nicho-
las again appealed to the Committee of Safety, and
on 9 January they ordered the commissary agent to
apply to John Cadwalader for all the muskets the
Pennsylvania Militia colonel could spare.* While at
Liberty Istand Captain Nicholas received, in addition

to a shipment of miscellaneous arms, a ul'arge supply
of brilliantly colored hussar uniforms which included
caps, coats, waistcoats, and trousers.’* *

Although different in style and color from the unix
form later prescribed by Congress, the Marines on
hoard the Alfred achieved partial uniformity in ap-
pearance. The only other contemporary description
of a Marine’s clothing appeared in the January 9th
edition of the Pennsylvania Evening Post. In a small,
but conspicuous, advertisement, John Welsh, captain
of Marines on board the Cabot, offered a two dollar
reward for the return of Peter M'Tagart, one of his
Marines. In addition to giving a rather complete
physical description of the deserter, the advertise-
ment included a list of clothing M'Tagart was wear-
ing at the time he left the ship: “Light brown coat,
white cloth jacket and breeches, blue stockings and
new shoes.””'* Brown clothing was the common civii-
ian and military attire of the period, and given a
choice, a deserter probably left his post in unidenti-
fiable clothing. So it can be assumed that there was
a lack of uniformity in style and color among Marine
aniforms of the Continental Fleet. This lack of uni-
formity is mainly attributable to the absence of a
centralized supply network, and more specifically to
the want of a prescribed uniform.

 *The uniforms were probably blue and conformed in,
Style with the English cavalry uniform of the period.
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Six Weeks in Ice

The ice had thinned sufficiently by 17 January to
allow the four original ships of the fleet plus the
Providence and the Fly to drop down the Delaware
River as far as Reedy Island. There, winter closed in
again. For the next six weeks the fleet lay held in the
ice and was unable to clear the river. This respite
gave the ships time to take on additional quantities
of water, wood, and other supplies brought by
wagon from Philadelphia.

Later, John Paul Jones was to remember this pe-
riod as one in which he and the other lieutenants
stood the deck, watch after watch, day and night, in
order to prevent desertions.* Exact numbers are un-
known, but the rate of desertion while at Reedy
Island did increase drastically. Many who had joined
in an initial burst of enthusiasm soon lost their
patriotic fervor when confronted with hard work,
small-pox, frostbite, and the constant chill of the
winter wind. Local townspeople and militiamen
along the New Jersey side of the Delaware rounded
up a number of deserters and returned them to their
respective ships. Others were not as fortunate; they
were caught making their way back to Philadelphia,
jailed, and in several instances retrieved by detach-
ments of Marines.*®

The six weeks frozen in the ice at Reedy Island
gave Commodore Hopkins a good deal of time to
reread his instructions and ponder the situation. At
least two important factors had an impact on his
thinking as he re-examined his orders. When the
fleet had sailed from Philadelphia the topic of con-
versation in official circles concerned the Continen-
tal Army’s desperate need for gunpowder and other
armaments. “Our want of powder is inconceivable,”
General Washington wrote to Joseph Hewes, a mem-
ber of the Naval Committee, on 25 December 1775.2°
The commodore must have been aware of Washing-
ton’s needs, for his brother Stephen was a member
of Congress and sat on the Committee itself. Also he
must have had knowledge of the intelligence report
that reached the Secret Committee of Congress the
previous November which reported large quantities
of powder at New Providence Island in the Bahamas,
and of the Committee’s ensuing recommendation:

Ordered, That the foregoing Commitiee take measures
for securing and bringling] away the said powder and

that it [bel an instruction to said Committee in case they
can secure said powder to have it brought to the port of
Philadelphia or to some other port as near Philadelphia
as can with safety.”
The “foregoing Committee” was the Naval Commit-
tee which a month later authored the commodore's
orders.

Of equal importance were reports reaching Phila-
delphia in mid-January which spoke of a number of
well-armed ships being added to Lord Dunmore’s
fleet. Specifically, the addition of HMS Liverpool,
a 28-gun frigate, now gave Lord Dunmore equal if
not superior firepower in a possible confrontation
with the American fleet. Fire superiority was not the
commodore’s only worry. His men were untrained
in naval warfare, his fleet made up of converted mer-
chantmen, and the numerous delays had taken their
toll of both men and ships. Hopkins finally con-
cluded, as he later testified befare Congress, that the-
“alterd . . . Stacion of the Enemy Priticler as to the
Strength of the fleet at Virginia,”” permitted him to
use the clause in his orders which allowed him lati-
tude should difficulties arise.®® “If bad Winds or
Stormy Weather, or any other unforseen accident or
disaster disable” the fleet, Hopkins was then author-
ized to “follow such Courses as your best Judgment
shall Suggest to you as most useful to the American
Cause and to distress the Enemy by all means in your
power.”*® This is what he attempted,

At 10 on the morning of February 11th, the six
ships of the Continental Fleet again dropped down
the river. Anchoring near Cape Henlopen two days
later, the fleet was joined by the sloop Hornet, 10,
and the schooner Wasp, 6, two vessels outfitted in
Baltimore and ordered by the Continental Congress
to join the main fleet in the Delaware Bay.?* On the
same day, a midshipman on board the Andrew Doria,
one john Trevett, was promoted to lieutenant of Ma-
rines and transferred to the Columbus whose Marine
company was shy an officer due to the absence of
Lieutenant James Dickenson.

As the fleet awaited favorable weather, Hopkins
busily drafted the general signals for the fleet as well
as specific orders for the individual vessels. On Feb-
ruary 14th, the commodore in a letter to Nicholas,
Biddle, captain of the Andrew Doria, ordered him to
keep company with, and observe all signals given by



The New Providence Rifd 45

the Alfred once the fleet was underway. Should the
Andrew Doria, or any of the other ships, become
separated from the remainder of the fleet and be
unable to rejoin it in four days, Captain Biddle was
then to make his way to the southern part of Great
Abaca Island in the Bahamas and there wait a mini-
mum of 14 days for the fleet. If the other seven ships
failed to appear within that period, Biddle was then
ordered to take the Andrew Doria and cruise in
such places as “will most Annoy the Enemy.”* By
issuing these orders Hopkins had finally abandoned
any thought of sailing against enemy forces in Vir-
ginia or the Carolinas. Instead, he seemed to favor
a descent upon the town and forts of New Provi-
dence in order to secure powder and other arma-
ments located there.

On the eve of departure there was some appre-
hension on the part of at least one of the captains

of the fleet concerning the forthcoming cruise. In a
letter to his brother James of Philadelphia on 15
February, Nicholas Biddle began with a short, rather
positive report on the status of the Andrew Doria,
but soon his thoughts turned to fears of personal
failure and possible capture:

May He who has Mercifully led me through the World
keep My dear Brothers Cheek from ever being stained
with a Blush for Me. | know well the Glorious Cause !
am engaged in. And if ever 1 disgrace it May My Kind
father who gave me being instantly Blast me in Mercy
to me. . . . If in spite of my best endeavoir | should be
taken, If Fortune Should frown on me | hope | shall
bear up against it with . Fortitude Patience and Resig-
nation.

Notwithstanding, Biddle concluded his letter with an
air of self-satisfaction: “Never in my Life was | better
pleased with a trip | was going to take than | am
with this.” *?

Southward, Into the Atlantic

Whether Captain Biddle was pleased or not, final
preparations were complete. About mid-day on Sat-
urday the 17th, seamen on board the flagship un-
furled the fore topsail. The commodore had given
the signal to weigh anchor. With a strong wind
blowing from the northeast, the eight ships of the
first American fleet passed Cape Henlopen and
moved out.nto the Atlantic.®

Soon after leaving the Delaware the fleet nearly
met with disaster. Two days out, what had been a
favorable northeast wind soon became a raging
gale. in the midst of the heavy seas and thick
weather, the fleet [ost sight of the Hornet and Fly.
Unbeknownst to the ather six ships of the squadron,
the Hornet and Fly had collided, forcing the Hornet
to return to port and the fly to stay behind to

The First Continental Fleet, 17 February 1776 2¢

Men

Vessel Guns

Seamen Marines

Naval Captains Marine Officers

Ship Alfred
Ten &-Pounders

Ship-Columbus,
Ten 6-Pounders

Brig Cabfot Fourteen 6-Pounders 90 43
Brig Andrew Doria Sixteen 6-Pounders 65 39
Sloop Providence Twelve 4-Pounders 62 21
Sloop Hornet Ten 4-Pounders 70 —
Schooner Fly Six 9-Pounders 30

Schooner Wasp Eight 2-Pounders 43

Totals 680 234'

Twenty 9-Pounders. 160 63

Eighteen 9-Pounders 160 63

Commander of the Fleet Esek
Hopkins

Capt Dudley Saltonstall

Capt Abraham Whipple

Capt Samuel Nicholas
1st Lt Matthew Parke

Lt John Fitzpatrick

Capt Joseph Shoemaker
1st Lt John Trevett

Lt Rebert Cummings
Capt John Welsh

1st Lt John Hood Wilson
Lt Isaac Craig

Lt Henry Dayton

Lt John Martin Strobagh

Capt john B. Hopkins

Capt Nicholas Biddle
Capt John Hazard
Capt William Stone
Lt Hoysteed Hacker

Capt william Hallock Lt-William Huddfe
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make minor repairs. Though a constant wafch was
ordered on board the surviving ships, the sloop and
schooner remained unaccounted for.?

Upon the Hornet’s return to port, Marine Lieu-
tenant John Martin Strobagh resigned his commis-
sion because he found “the service by sea to dis-
agree with him,” and thought he could be of “more
use in the land service.”*® Apparently the severe’
Atlantic gale had much to do with his decision.

After the short storm, the remainder of the
passage to the Bahamas was without major incident.
it was not until the fleet had been at sea for two
weeks that the first enemy vessels were sighted.
With Creat Abaco Island in the distance, the Alfred
intercepted and captured two coastal sloops be-
longing to New Providence®” On the afternoon
of 1 March, the squadron anchored in 12 fathoms
off the southwest side of the island.?®

In a Precarious State

For some time the British had considered the
possibility of an invasion of the Bahama Islands by
American rebel forces. As early as August 1775,
General Thomas Gage warned Montfort Browne,
Governor of the Bahamas, of intelligence indicating
that ships were being readied throughout the colo-
nies and that they were destined to “take Advantage
of the State of the Island of Providence and make
an attempt to Seize His Majestys Property there.”
He further stated that in order to ensure the integrity
of the King’s stores, he would send two transports
and a Man-of-War to New Providence and remove
all the artillery, ammunition, and military equip-
ment.* One month later the provincial council made
its reply. Noting that such action would expose the
islands to an invasion by its neighbors, the French
and Spanish, and cause ““dangerous Insurrections
among our Slaves,” the council concluded that it
would be imprudent for it to permit the removal
of any military stores or eqguipment.®* This matter
and further speculation lay officially dormant fot
the next six months.

With the sailing of the first American fleet in
early 1776, the British concluded that the squadron's
ultimate destination was either New York or the re-

lief of Boston, not the invasion of the southetn colo-
nies or England’s Caribbean possessions. Disturb:
ing reports continued to arrive in Nassau. Captain
Andrew Law, “an officer in His Majesty’s Land
Service,” arrived in New Providence on 25 Feb-
ruary and brought with him news of a “consid-
erable squadron” being assembled at the Dela-
ware Capes whose destination was “against this
island.” Upon hearing the news the governor told
Captain Law to keep the information secret until
the council could be called into session.” The
council was not summoned, since it was probably
assumed that this was another of the many false
rumors to reach the island. Thus the intelligence
caused little stir, and no military preparations were
made. '

The town of Nassau was, as it is today, the ad-
ministrative center of the Bahama Islands. In
the past the town had been the headquarters for
both piratical and Spanish invaders, and stories
were told of the Spanish roasting the British gover-
nor over a fire after they had killed him. One of
the few contemporary accounts of a visit to the
Island of New Providence was given by the German
doctor, Johann David Schopf. Visiting the island in
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1784, Schipf described in great detail the town,
the buildings, and the inhabitants of this little
remote colonial capital:

The houses are of wood, all lightly built and of simple
construction; according to the needs of the climate here,
attention has been given only to roof, shade, space, and
air. No chimneys are to be seen, and but few glass-
windows. The houses stand apart, surrounded by trees,
hedges, and gardens. . . . There is but one tolerably
fegular street, or line of houses, which runs pext fto]
the water. . . . A church, a gaol and an Assembly-house
make up the public buildings of the town. . . . There is
no pavement in the town, but none is needed, since the
itreets, like the whole island, are almost wholly stone.
The inhabitants of the town of Nassau are a few royal
officials, divers merchants, shipbuilders and carpenters,
skippers, pilots, fishermen, and what laborers are needed,
with several families who live on the returns from their
lands and the work of their slaves. The real planters . . .
live near to the town on their estates.”

With the American fleet at anchor approximately
50 miles to the north, the defensive posture of
Nassau was in a precarious state. The recent recall
of His Majesty’s sloop of war Savage, 8, feft only
the armed schooner, the 5t. John, 4, in the harbor.
Since the St. john was in desperate need of repair
it could not hope to resist effectively an American
attempt to invest the island. The main organized
fighting force and the backbone of the island’s
defense had been a detachment of the 14th Regi-
ment. As with the Savage, the detachment had
been withdrawn several months before by order of
General Gage and sent to America. Therefore,
the island’s defense devolved upon the provincial
militia composed of about 300 men and commanded
by Major Robert Sterling. Since a majority of the
militiamen were engaged in fishing or other sea-
faring activities, the number actually present on
the island at any one time fell far short of the
140 men needed to garrison the forts and protect
the town.** For all intents and purposes the island
of New Providence lay open to.any one who wished
to take it.

Not only was the island devoid of adequate de-
fense forces, but it was also lacking in energetic
and decisive leadership. A week after receiving the
intelligence brought by Captain Law, Governor
Browne was again made aware of the fleet's ap-
proach, and once more he did nothing. On the
morning of 1 March, Captain George Dorsett
arrived in New Providence with specific informa-
tion as to the location and possible destination of
the American squadron. While on a whaling cruise

which took him near the island of Abaco the pre-
vious day, he spotted a fleet of seven vessels
‘standing in toward the Land from the North East.”**
Thinking the fleet headed for Nassau, he imme-
diately returned to port and informed the governot
of the developments. As before, Captain Dorsett
was told to keep the information to himself until
the council could be summoned. Once again the
council was not called; “No Militia arrayed, No
forts put in order, in short no preparation at all was
made for the defence of the place.”®® Later the
governor was to be severely criticized concerning
his response to the two reports he had received:
Martial Law might have been proclaimed; the Arms &
Accoutrements of the Militia examined and their Defects
remedied; the Forts put into a Condition of Defence and
supplied with those Articles which, from 2 long peace,
were deficient; and a Mode of Defence considered and
determined on. . . . On whom this unaccountable Neglect
is chargeable we need not mention.®
Whether Governor Browne had contradictory in-
telligence or whether he feared possible repercus-
sions should he take decisive action is unknown.
By his own actions and the state in which he kept
the island of New Providence, he could not but
have assisted the American fleet in achieving its
goal.

On Saturday, 2 March, after learning of the de-
fenseless state of the island from the captains of
the two captured sloops, Commodore Hopkins or-
dered the fleet to begin final preparations for the
attack. As seamen readied the guns and checked
the rigging, Marines were issued muskets, ammuni-
tion, and broad swords and then transferred from
their respective ships to the two sloops and the
Providence® Late that evening the fleet weighed
anchor and sailed for New Providence. The planned
frontal surprise attack worked out by the com-
modore called for the fleet, with the exception of
the two sloops and the Providence, to stay just
beyond sight of land until the last possible moment.
Meanwhile the three vessels with the Marines hid-
den below deck were to sail into the harbor at
dawn and once they “got in Close to the Fort . .
they were then to land Instantly & take possession
before the Island could be Alarmed.””*®

At this time the island of New Providence had
two forts. As Schopf noted in his description of
the island, “the harbor of Providence is formed
and protected by a small island, called Hog !sland,
lying to the north.” Because the island was so situ-
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ated, “there are thus two approaches to the harbor,
one to the east, and the other to the west.”*® Real-
izing that the harbor had to be protected from
intruders, the Bahamians had erected a fort at each
entrance. To protect both the town and the western
entrance to the harbor they built Fort Nassau, a
square palisaded stone fort with two bastions. Ini-
tially constructed in the late 17th century, the fort
was completely destroyed by a combined French
and Spanish force in 1703, but then rebuilt in 1744
by Peter Henry Bruce, an engineer of international
note. Since the 1740s Fort Nassau had fallen into
disrepair. By May 1775, Governor Browne was to
report that even though the fort mounted forty-six
12 and 18-pounders, it was indefensible because if
the guns were fired there was a great possibility
that the walls would collapse. To forestall such an
event, he had placed a 6-pounder at the fort's en-

trance to fire all the requited alarmg, salutes, and
signals.

Fort Nassau not only suffered from decaying walls,
but also from its position. Located at the waters
edge, the fort was completely dominated by the
high ground to the south. From these hills the
musket fire of an attacking force could prevent
defenders from serving the guns of the fort.*

Protecting the eastern entrance was Fort Montagu,
a small square stone redoubt mounting seventeen
12 and 18-pounders. Also built in the 1740s by
Peter Bruce, the fort's main purpose was to shut
“the back door through which the place often had
been surprised.”*" Writing to the Duke of Montagu
in August 1742, Governor John Tinker observed that
with the completion of the eastern fort the island
of New Providence had become “the strongest
possession in British America.” ¢

Hopkins Blunders

In the early morning hours of Sunday, 3 March
1776, the ships of the fleet rendezvoused three
leagues north of Nassau. Here Commodore Hopkins
blundered. Instead of just the three sloops entering
the harbor, the fleet suddenly sailed on and ap-
peared “‘a little to the windward of the Bar” as
the dawn broke.** The harbor pilot quickly awak-
ened Governor Browne, who, without dressing, hur-
ried to the door of Government House. Seeing the
American fleet at the harbor entrance, he ordered
the provincial council to assemble at Fort Nassau
without delay. About a quarter of an hour later,
with most of the council in attendance, the gover-
nor ordered an alarm sounded by three guns. Fore-
bedingly, two of the three gun carriages collapsed.
Following the alarm, the drummers beat the long
roll to call the militia to arms. About seven o’clock,
the most respected of the council members, Samue!
Gambier, rode into the fort to find the panic stricken
Browne still clothed in his night shirt. At the time
the governor was considering shipping the fort's
gunpowder with Captain William Chambers in the
Mississippi Packet, which stood in the harbor loaded
with lumber. Dispassionately, Gambier suggested
that the gunpowder would be necessary for the
defense of the island and that they should imme-

diately prepare in the time that was available for that
eventuality. He also proposed that Chambers be dis-
patched to reconnoiter the enemy and learn of their
intention, and that a strong detachment of the
militia be sent to secure Fort Montagu. His first
suggestion was quickly adopted and Chambers was
sent out, but adverse winds and swells forced him
to abandon his mission and return without the re-
quested intelligence. It was then proposed that the
militia roll be called for the purpose of inspecting
arms and ammunition. Fewer than 30 men had
reported since the drums were sounded and a
majority were without arms or possessed weapons
unfit for service. Finally at nine, with the men on
their way to Fort Montagu under the command of
Lieutenant John Pratt, Governor Browne returned
to Government House saying, ‘‘that he would just
go home, & make himself a little decent.”**

With the sound of the three-gun alarm, Commo:
dore Hopkins realized that the fleet had been dis-
covered and that he no longer possessed the ele-
ment of surprise. The winds that had prevented
Chambers in the Mississippi Packet from crossing the
bar had forced the Americans further toward the
island than originally planned. Any attempt now
by the fleet to penetrate the harbor would have it
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become the easy prey of the Tort's guns. With new
orders, the fleet “suddently tacked and stood toward
the East.”” At ten the fleet finally anchored six miles
from Nassau in Hanover Sound.*

Commodore Hopkins at first proposed that the
fleet sail around the west end of the island, land
the Marines, and then attack the town from the
rear. But this course was soon abandoned when it
was learned that there was no suitable place to
anchor, nor any road from that end of the island
to Nassau, and that the time required to shift the
fleet would give the islanders time to prepare an
effective defense. With information provided by the
impressed pilots, John Paul Jones suggested that the
squadron might find anchorage six miles to the
west at Hanover Sound. Though Hopkins first ob-
jected to being dependent upon the pilots, he
finally accepted their assistance. Lieutenant Jones,
as he later wrote, then took one of the pilots with

Ashore

A short time after noon the Marines and sailors
splashed ashore at “the Creek,” two miles east of
Fort Montagu. Nearby was the small village of New
Guinea, inhabited by the free slaves and mulattoes
of New Providence. At first they thought the invading
Americans to be Spaniards and became alarmed,
doubtiessly conjuring up pictures of being taken
prisoner and again sold into slavery. They soon
discovered otherwise. By two o’clock all the Marines
and seamen had landed and formed marching
ranks.*®

The original force of 30 militiamen under Lieu-
tenant Pratt sent to Fort Montagu earlier that Sunday
morning was reinforced about ten o’clock by an-
other detachment of equal size commanded by
Lieutenant Burke, as enemy ships were sighted in
the distance. Soon after the second detachment
arrived at the fort, the whaleboats carrying Ameri-
can Marines and sailors were seen approaching the
beaches two miles to the east. immediately Lieu-
tenant Pratt formed half his force into a scouting
party under Lieutenants Burke and Judkin and or-
dered it down the beach “to reconnoitre and if
possible prevent their landing.”** But by the time
the party reached the enemy beachhe> there was

him to the ‘“fore-topmast-head” and from there
guided the fleet through dangerous waters to a
safe anchorage.*®

With the fleet forced to move from its original
landing site, new plans had to be formulated. After
consulting with his captains, the commodore de-
cided to land the Marines on the eastern shore of
the island and attempt the capture of Fort Montagu.
Since the “’back door’’ to Nassau would be much
more difficult, Captain Nicholas" 234 Marines were
to be augmented by a force of 50 sailors under the
command of Second Lieutenant Thomas Weaver
of the Cabot, who was well acquainted with the
area. As the rest of the fleet remained in Hanover
Sound, Marines on board the Providence and the
two captured sloops, covered by the Wasp, would
make the first amphibious landing executed by Con-
tinental Marines.*”

at Last

little that could be done. The size of the assembled
American force left only one alternative—gather
whatever intelligence possible and then retreat.
Therefore, a man was sent under a flag of truce to
inquire as to the identity of the invaders and their
purpose. On his return the militiaman informed
Lieutenant Burke that ““they were sent by the Con-
gress of the United Colonies in order to possess
themselves of the Powder and Stores belonging to
His Majesty.”* Seeing that he could not possibly
forestall the Americans, Lieutenant Burke ordered
an immediate withdrawal in the direction of Fort
Montagu without firing a single shot.”

Meanwhile, word of the American landing was
brought by courier to Fort Nassau, but Governor
Browne still had not returned. In his absence, the
council ordered Major Robert Sterling to march the
main body of the militia (approximately 80 men) to
Fort Montagu and if possible prevent the enemy
from landing. As the militia was being formed into
ranks the governor arrived, presumably now dressed,
and apologized for his tardiness saying that he had
been detained by “a violent fit of Cholick.”** After
learning of the situation, he then took charge of
the militia and set out to reinforce Fort Montagu
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Following his arrival at the eastern fort, Browne
ordered a detachment of 40 men under the com-
mand of Captain-Lieutenant Walker and an ensign
to advance toward the enemy beachhead and rein-
force Burke and Judkin. As the second group ad-
vanced down the beach they met the first in retreat,
and both returned to the fort. With the Americans
advancing toward Fort Montagu and with his militia
in full retreat, Browne realized that his situation was
precarious. If he did not act quickly there was a
possibility that he would be outflanked and cut off
from the town. If on the other hand he stood his
ground, all that protected the town was a fort gar-
risoned by two old men and a few militiamen. As
the remainder of his retreating forces entered the
fort, the governor looked around and withdrew
several nails from his pocket. A local gentleman
standing nearby asked him what the nails were to
be used for. “For spiking up the guns of Fort Mon-
tague,” Browne replied. “God,” said the gentleman
who asked the question, “if that is to be the Case
| don’t know what business we had here.”* The
governor then ordered an immediate evacuation of
the fort, and all the cannon spiked with the excep-
tion of three which he instructed to be fired in the
direction of the approaching Marines. Leaving two
men to man the three guns, Browne mounted the
only saddled horse and beat a hasty retreat to Gov-
ernment House where he remained for the next
several hours,™

sv ot 3

As Captain Nicholas and his force of 284 Marines
and sailors moved along the cove trail, a “prodigious
thicket on one side and the water on the other,””
the three guns at Fort Montagu were fired.*® Many
Bahamians later claimed that at this point Governor
Browne lost his best opportunity for halting the
American invaders. As one of the governor’s sever-
est critics, Merchant William Taylor, recalled, the
coastal path “was the very place where our forces
should have opposed them.” Not only did the mili-
tiamen have adequate cover, a small sturdy fort,
and sufficient “men to have Cut off a Thousand of
them,” but they were confronted with a poorly
equipped and undisciplined enemy. In a letter to the
American Secretary, Lord George Germain, Taylor
paints a highly uncomplimentary picture of the
American force:

My Lord if you had seen the miserable figure the
Enemies did Cut . . . for they had not so much as one
field Piece, let alone Battering Cannon, nor a scaling
Ladder, nor so much as an Ax to have made a gap in
our Pallisades in order to have got under our great Guns,
not one armed vessel had they steering along shore to
cover them, and to seal the Woods in Case We had
fired upon them, nor had they so much as Boats rowing
along shoar to take them off if routed, tho' the path
was not above a Stones throw from the sea side all the
way they had to March, indeed they came more like
Sheep to the Slaughter than men to fight.

Continuing, Taylor noted that “several of the Enemy
declared afterwards that if they had met with a
warm reception in the Wood, they would have sur-

L
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rendered.” ** Whether these observations were cor-
‘rect or not, he and others were at a loss to under-
stand why Browne chose not to either organize
Captain-Lieutenant Walker’s or Lieutenant Burke’s
detachments into an ambush, or build defensive
earthworks along the coastal trail >

The suggestions that an ambush or breastworks
be-established along the trail were simple solutions
to a more complex problem. Faced with a fait
accompli, there was little the governor could do
at Fort Montagu, since the possibility existed that
the Americans would by-pass the fort and assault
the town. Browne had lost the initiative when he
failed to organize a strong and immediate response,;
neither an ambush nor the erection of defensive
works at this late hour could regain it. Therefore,
the only course of action open was to retreat.

Whether the governor’s decision to retire to Fort
Nassau was wise or not, the immediate results were
disastrous. Each man in the militia must bave

realized that with the evaclation of the eastern
garrison and the forces in retreat, the town was
open to the ravages of the enemy. Therefore, his
first thoughts were for the security of his family’
and possessions. Yet it was remarkable that after
making sure their families were safe, over half of
the militia reassembled at Fort Nassau.*®

By three o’clock the governor had recovered
enough to return to Fort Nassau and resume com-
mand. The militia was then put to work building
defensive positions and assembling provisions for
the expected battle. Still short of the required men
needed to garrison the fort, Browne ordered that
the drums again be sounded and a pistol be offered
to any able-bodied Black who would join him in
the fort. The plea had little effect. Although his
forces were depleted by desertions, and few were
willing to volunteer, the governor's most pressing
need was for information as to the disposition and
plans of the American Marines.”

Fort Montagu Taken

At the firing of the three cannon from Fort
Montagu, Captain Nicholas cautiously halted the
Marine column, and thinking the fort still occupied,
consulted with his officers as to “what was best
to be done.”® It was decided that an emissary
should be sent to acquaint the Bahamians with the
American intentions. Marine Lieutenant John Trevett
was then selected for the post. As he moved up the
trail under a flag of truce. Trevett met Lieutenant
Burke coming from the opposite direction.® Burke
informed him that he had explicit instructions to
“wait on the Commanding Officer of the Enemy to
know his Errand and on what Account he had landed
his Troops.”** Captain Nicholas soon met with Lieu-
tenant Burke and was told “that it was by the
Governors order” that the three cannon were fired
and that they had “spiked up the cannon, . . .
abandoned the fort, and retired to the fort within
the town.” Nicholas informed Lieutenant Burke
that he and his men were only after the military
stores on the island and that he would be seeing
the governor in the morning. With that the weary
Americans marched on and took possession of the
deserted fort. It was then decided that instead of

continuing the attack, the force would spend the
night at Fort Montagu. As Captain Nicholas later
reported: “i thought it necessary to stay all night,
and refresh my men, who were fatigued, being on
board the small vessels, not having a conveniernce
either to sleep or cook in.”*® d

With the threat of an immediate assault somewhat
relieved, Governor Browne leisurely contemplated
his next move. Remembering that the high ground
to the south completely dominated the fort, he
dispatched Captain Hodgon and Ensign Barrett with
40 men to Govenment House to secure the vantage
point.** His precautions were sound for one of Cap-
tain Nicholas’ first objectives the following morning
was to take possession of the strategic hill “with
{its] two four-pounders, which commands the garri-
son and the town.”** After the men were positioned
around the governor's residence, he issued a call
for all the militia officers and principal men of the
community to assemble in Fort Nassau at eight
o’clock that evening.®®

Once the men were sefiled in for the night,
Nicholas sent a courier to Commodore Hopkins on
board the Alfred with information as to the day's
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events. Hopkins, upon learning of the rather peace:
ful developments, seems to have sensed that an
opportunity for a bloodless conquest was at hand
and he decided to issue a manifesto addressed to
the residents of New Providence stating his inten-
tions.®" In the manifesto, Hopkins offered to spare
the town and its peoples’ personal property in ex-
change for nonresistance and noninterference.

To the Gentlemnen Freeman and Inhabitants of the:

Island of New Providence.

The Reasons of my ftanding an armed force on the
Island is in Order to take Possession of the Powder and
Warlike Stores belonging to the Crown and if | am not
Opposed in putting my design in Execution the Persons
and Property of the Inhabitants Shall be Safe, Neither
shall they be Suffered to be hutt in Case they make no
Resistance.

Given under my hand on boatd the Ship Alfred
March 3rd 1776.%

The manifesto seemed to have the desired effect;
for, as Lieutenant Governor John Brown later related,
“this paper was handed about amongst the People
to the Eastward of the town, . . . and induced sev-
eral of the Inhabitants to refuse coming to defend
the Fort & others to Join the Rebels.”#®

The reluctance of many of the inhabitants to fight
the Americans was reflected by the militia officers
and the more prominent residents as they met in the
council of war called that evening by Governor
Browne. The first guestion put to them by Browne
was “whether from the Force the Rebels were
supposed to be, and the Condition Fort Nassau was
then found to be in, with what Strength was then
in the Fort It was defensible or not?”™ They replied,
14 to 10, that due to the poor condition of the
cannon carriages and the lack of essential equip-
ment, it was not. The six member provincial council
then met in closed session to consider the governor’s
next question: What was to be done with the almost
200 barrels of powder located in the magazine at
Fort Nassau?™ Although Browne did not want the
Americans to get hold of a single barrel, he feared
that “sending away the whole of it might enrage a
disappointed enemy, and induce them to burn the
Town, and commit other depredations.”™ Con-
curring with the governor, the council ordered that
the bulk of the powder be immediately shipped to
safety.

Once again the council requested the services of
Captain William Chambers. Responding like “a man
truely attach’d to Government,”” Chambers un-
hesitatingly cast overboard the lumber in the Mis;

=Sissippi Packet’s hold consigned for Jamaica. Around
midnight, he began supervising the loading of 162
barrels of gunpowder brought by militiamen from
Fort Nassau.™ One hundred and nineteen barrels
were placed on board the Packet, and another 43
were loaded on the 5t. John.™ By two on Monday
morning, the loading was completed and the two
vessels sailed for St. Augustine with orders to
deliver the powder to Patrick Tonyn, Governor of
East Florida.™

The escape of the Mississippi Packet and the St
John with the bulk of the gunpowder can be attrib-
uted directly to Commodore Hopkins' failure to
close the main entrance to Nassau harbor. For some
unknown reason Hopkins held the main elements of
the fieet (Alffred, Columbus, Cabot, and Andrew
Doria} at a safe anchorage in Hanover Sound dur-
ing the night while stationing the Providence, Wasp,
and the two captured sloops off Fort Montagu at the
‘eastern harbor entrance. John Paul Jones later wrote,
with the benefit of hindsight, that the removal of the
powder “was foreseen, and might have been pre-
vented, by sending the two brigantines [Cabot and
Andrew Dorial to be off the Bar.” " There was noth-
ing which prohibited this from being accomplished.
Therefore, with the loss of the powder went the pri-
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mary objective of the expedition, and Commodore
Hopkins must take full responsibility for that loss.
Everr with the two ships safely on their way to St.
Augustine, Governor Browne could get little rest
that night. The departure of the powder and the
resultant defenseless state of Fort Nassau, “almost
instantaneously produced a Desertion of three
fourths of the men and Negroes.” Still hoping
to make some sort of stand, Browne asked the
council whether or not it would be advisable to
recall the detachment he had earlier sent to secure
Government House.™ When the council voted for
their return, Browne and William Bradford, a council

member, went up 1 Government House and
brought back the 40-man detachment. After learn-
ing of the events which had transpired that evening,
they, too, deserted the fort, saying that they could
not defend it alone. The council then advised the
governor that the fort should be immediately evacu-
ated. Totally rejecting their opinion, Browne said
that he would never willingly leave the fort “as
long as a man would stand by him.”™ His dissent
was to no avail. The situation worsened and by
“day break the Governor, Council & Officers finding
themselves almost entirely deserted, were at last
obliged to leave the Fort.”"®

Fort Nassau and the Town Secured

Morning found Fort Nassau deserted, the gover-
nor in his residence, and members of the provincial
council either at home or “hiding themselves
amongst the Rocks.”®* Captain Nicholas had awak-
ened his men before daybreak and by dawn they
had covered the mile from Fort Montagu to the
eastern edge of the town. There they met yet
another emissary from the governor who desired
to know their intentions. Nicholas again gave the
same answer.’* The messenger then told him that
“the Western Garrison (F. Nassau) was ready for
his reception, and that he might march his Force
in as Soon as he Pleased.”** After an hour's wait,
Captain Nicholas moved his men into the town.
As the Marines and sailors marched down Nassau’s
main street, Nicholas selected a guard and went up
to Government House where he demanded and
teceived the keys to Fort Nassau. Soon after he
rejoined his men the Americans took possession
of the fort without “firing a single shot.” There they
found 40 unattended ““cannon mounted and well
loaded . . . with round, langridge, and canister
shot’ for their reception.® The British colors were
then hauled down and the Grand Flag of the
United Colonies run up in their place.®

Soon after the fort and town were secured, a
report was sent to Commodore Hopkins informing
him that it was now safe to bring the fleet into
the harbor. Only the Alfred and an escort entered
port; the remainder of the fleet stayed behind at
Hanover Sound until early Wednesday morning, 6

March, when they too entered and safely anchored
off Fort Nassau.® At that time, the schooner Wa5p
was posted outside the harbor entrance “to serve
as a lookout” until Saturday, when she too passed
through the channel and anchored with the rest of
the fleet.*

As the landing force awaited the arrival of the
commodore, several Marines in Fort Nassau noticed
the “Governor . . . and his council walking in his
Piazza, and his servants waiting below with horses.”
Assuming that the governor was about to escape
to the interior of the island, Captain Henry Dayton
and Lieutenant John Trevett asked Captain Nicholas:
if they would “go and take him.” Captain Nicholas
pointed out that he as yet had no instructions from
Hopkins concerning the governor, but they might
do as they pleased. Trevett, Dayton, and "“a young
officer from Philadelphia”’ then went to Government
House to bring Browne to the fort. In Trevett's
words:

[Wel informed him he must go with us to the fort. He
made reply it was beneath his dignity as Governor to
go to the fort. We made him this reply he must go, ther
he says it must be by the force of arms. Then we told
him it was by force of arms and he walked down with
us to the fort.®

Why the governor did not chose to make an escape
before the Americans took possession of Fort Nassau
is unknown. His presence was unnecessary after the
decision was made to abandon the fort. He had, as
a later critic pointed out, “near five hours viz. from

four oClock the time of our coming out of the
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Fort with him ‘till nine, as the Country was open
and his Family out of Town.” Thus he could have
avoided being taken prisoner by the American
Marines.®

Sometime after coming ashofe, Commodore Hop-
kins met with Governor Browne. Presumably it
was not a cordial meeting, for Hopkins had been
informed that Browne had shipped almost all of
the powder to St. Augustine the night before. After
the meeting Hopkins ordered the governor confined
for a short period in Fort Nassau, “in a place with-
out food, water, bed, table, or chair,” and then
removed to Government House, for, as the governor
later complained, “the better convenience of their
officers and men.” There he was held prisoner for
four days while his 32-man Marine guard “used
at descretion all my wines and other Ligquors as
they did everything else they had occasion for.”
On the following Sunday, 10 March, Hopkins sent
a second Marine detachment to Government House
with orders to bring the governor to the Alfred.
After informing Browne of their orders, they told
him he had a quarter of an hour to prepare himself.
Browne replied that he would have nothing to do
with them since they had violated the “proclamation
issued by their admiral upon his landing,” and
therefore they ““had forfeited every degree of Honor,
faith, and Confidence.” Whereupon he was, to use
his own words, “seized, Collard, and Draged away
like a fellon to the Gallows in the presence of a
Dear wife and a aged Aunt . . . who were treated
with such abuse, and such language,” and put on
board the Alfred. Later when he confronted the
commodore and demanded to know for what crime
he had been confined, Hopkins replied: ‘for pre-
suming to fire upon . . . [my] troops from Fort
Montague.’ The real reason, as Browne later thought,
was surely for “daring to send away the powder.”®

Along with Governor Browne two more men were
imprisoned on board the Alfred. The first was
Browne’s personal secretary, a half-pay officer in
the British Army, Lieutenant James Babbidge. The
second man was Thomas Irving, counselor and,
collector of the King’s quit rents in South Carolina
and formerly the Inspector General of the King's
customs for North America.® Both men accom-
panied the governor on the return trip, and all)
were later paroled.

Commodore Hopkins had more important matters
to worry about during the two weeks following the

initial landing than the loud protests of Governor
Browne. Prior to Hopkins' arrival an inventory of
the military stores in both forts had been prepared
and was handed to him when he stepped ashore.
Soon thereafter, Marines and sailors were tasked
with loading the captured cannon and ball on
board ships of the fleet.®? The Andrew Doria, for ex-
ample, received 4,780 shot and shells to replace
her stone ballast which was put on shore.”® Even
though similar quantities were placed on board the
larger ships of the fleet, there was still insufficient
space for all the spoils. The arrival of the Fly on 11
March did not increase the fleet’s carrying capacity,
and therefore Hopkins contracted with Captain
Charles Walker, master of the Endeavor, to carry the
remainder of the captured material .**

In addition to supervising the loading of the mili-
tary stores, Hopkins was concerned with the admin-
istration of the captured town and the activities of
his own men. Although his relations with the
townspeople were friendly, there were problems.
The proclamation issued by the commodore which
forbade “injury to private property,” went against
“the inclination of some of the leading Officers”
to allow some pillaging. But Hopkins was a man of
“humanity & influence”; a man not easily pressured
into such action once he had given his word.** One
of his first acts was to “Cause a Triangle to be set
up upon the Parade, and if the Inhabitants made
the least Complaints against any of his people, they
were punished Immediately.” His courts martial
were “short, and decisive, the Number of Lashes
few, but very severly given.’’*¢ Although the gover-
nor later complained that the townspeople were
overly hospitable, there is little reason to believe
that the citizenry welcomed their conquerors with
open arms, considering the number of complainants
who besieged the commodore.

The health and well being of his own men, how=
ever, proved to be the commodore’s greatest worry.
The Marines and sailors had come ashore without
provisions, and had no opportunity to procure any
from the fleet during the first several days on the
island. Therefore, an arrangement was made with
a local merchant, Nathaniel Harrison, for food and
other supplies to be sent to Fort Nassau during their
stay.”” But the lack of adequate provisions was not
the only worry. With the warm weather, outbreaks
of small-pox and fever became more widespread,
so much so that by the time the fleet returned to
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the continent in early April, several men had died
and about 140 men had to be placed in hospitals.*

Meanwhile, Lieutenant William Grant in the St
John had arrived in St. Augustine and on 7 March
gave Governor Tonyn a detailed account of the
American landing on New Providence.”™ The fol-
lowing morning the governor dispatched a letter

to Captain Andrew Barkley, commander of the

Georgia squadron then in the Savannah River. In
the dispatch, Governor Tonyn suggested that im-
mediate steps be taken to intercept and destroy

the American fleet.”™ When the governor's letter
was received, a council of war was held on 14 March
cn board HMS Scarborough, the squadron’s flag-
ship. The council recommended that it would be
inadvisable to leave the transports then loading
provisions for British troops at Boston unguarded,
and that “in all probability . . . [the Americans] have
quitted Providence by this time.” The council's
recommendation and the governor’s letter were then
sent by packet northward, and nothing was done to
intercept the American fleet,***

Home Without Powder

By Saturday, 16 March, the stores were finally
loaded and secured below decks. The Marines and
seamen who took part in the landing were then
embarked and the order given to prepare to sail.
Although Commodore Hopkins would not let Gov-
ernor Browne leave the Alfred in order to bid fare-
well to the family he had been “tore away from . . .
at a moment’s notice,” he apparently allowed some-
one on board the following day, for Browne, even
though he was watched by “innumerable sentrys,”
was able to dispatch a letter to the Earl of Dart-
mouth noting the sacrifice he had made for the
Crown."™* When all was ready the commodore
ordered that the signal to weigh anchor be given. As

the billowing canvas caught the Sunday afternocon
breezes, the American fleet made for the open sea *®

The American raid on the island of New Provi-
dence was a success on the whole, if not a brilliant
one. The assault expanded the war for independence
beyond the boundries of the thirteen colonies. No
longer would it be viewed as just a localized re-
bellion by a few radical dissidents; the Americans
had now internationalized the war. The Continental
squadron left one British Caribbean outpost in a
precarious state and challenged British supremacy
on the sea. Now other British enclaves ranging from
the West Indies to Canada found themselves open
o a possible Marine amphibious assault.










A MARINE LIEUTENANT DIES, 6 APRIL 1778,
A month after the capture of New Providence, the first large sea battle of the

American Revolution took place between ships of the Continental fleet and
HMS Glasgow, off the coast of Rhode Island. This painting portrays the action,
-and the resultant death of Marine Lieutenant fohn Fitzpatrick on board

the Alfred.



CHAPTER IV

Uncombined Operations,
April-December 1776

The Lexington and Reprisal

A gentieman named Bernard, from Elizabethtown
in New Jersey, came ashore in New York on 11
March 1776 after being released from His Majesty’s
ship Phoenix. Apparently disturbed over the capture
by the British of his valuable brig, Diligence, several
days before, he immediately informed the New York
Provincial Council that Captain Hyde Parker of the
Phoenix "“was about fitting out his schooner Tender
with carriage guns and other necessaries, to make
her a vessel of force, to be stationed and cruise of
Egg Harbour.” Realizing the importance of the in-
telligence since the “Schooner may be very detri-
mental to the trade of this Colony and the neigh-
boring Colonies, and at this critical juncture in
particular, as ammunition, arms and other necessary
stores, may thereby be seized and prevented from
landing,” the provincial council ordered its marine
committee to consider the information and imme-
diately advise the whole of what action should be
taken.!

The following day, the committee informed the
council of its suggested remedy. Basing its recom-
mendation “on information received from Mr.
Barnard . . . and from other circumstances known
to them,” the committee suggested that a letter be
sent immediately to the Continental Congress re-
questing “that they order an armed vessel fitted
out, to join one from this port for the protection
of trade.” Whether by accident or design, the com-
mittee extended the cruising ground of the Phoenix’s
tender 50 miles north and south to include “the
Capes of the Delaware and Sandy Hook.” This ac-
tion was bound to have an effect on the delegates
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at Philadelphia, for the fleet raised late the previous
year had put to sea and the lightest of British ships
now might prey with impunity upon the city’s trade.
The letter, approved by the provincial council, was
soon on its way by post-rider to John Hancock,
President of the Continental Congress.?

Covering the 90 miles in less than a day, the.
post-rider arrived in Philadelphia around midday on
the 13th. Considering the letter of primary impor-
tance to the Marine Committee of which he was a
member, Hancock placed it before it for imme-
diate consideration. After a short discussion, Robert
Morris, Pennsylvania’s member of the committee and
one of Philadelphia’s leading merchant-shippers,
brought the information before Congress and intro-
duced the following resolution which was adopted
without debate: “Resolved, That the marine com-
mittee be directed to purchase the armed vessel
now in the river Delaware, on the most reasonable
terms, for the service of the continent, and that her
destination be left to the said marine committee.”?
The resolve was marked secret, for the ship was to
be sent out after the Phoenix’s tender, and there
were many spies.*

The vessel the Marine Committee was empowered
to purchase was the Maryland armed brig Wild
Duck, which had just arrived from St. Eustatius with
a load of powder. As Captain James Tibbett un-
loaded his cargo, members of the Marine Committee
went down to look the vessel over. They found the
brig to be a little larger (length 86 feet; beam, 24
feet, 6 inches) than the brig Cabot purchased the
previous year. Her sides were black with yellow
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moldings, her low rounded stern was léad-colored,
and she was armed with 16 guns. After arrangements
were made with the Maryland delegates to Congress
for the purchase, the Wild Duck was renamed the
Lexington. Her reconditioning was assigned to
joshua Humphrey, a Philadelphia shipbuilder who
previously had converted four merchantmen into
vessels of war for the fleet commanded by Esek
Hopkins. In nine days the work of strengthening her
bulwarks, caulking, and repainting her sides was
completed.®

The day after the Llexington was acquired her
command was given to John Barry, a 31-year-old,
Irish-born shipmaster. The balance of the commis-
sioned officers were appointed by the Marine Com-
mittee several days later: Luke Matthewman, first
fieutenant; Robert Scott, second lieutenant; and
Abraham Boyce, captain of Marines. There was also
a lieutenant of Marines appointed, but his identity
remains unknown.®

As the Lexington awaited the delivery of arms and
equipment from the Pennsylvania Committee of
Safety on 26 March, an express from Lewes, Dela-
ware, arrived in Philadelphia with disturbing news.

Colonel Henry Fisher, the committee’s watchdog at’

Cape Heniopen, indicated in a letter that a large
sloop-of-war with a small tender had passed the
Capes and entered Delaware Bay.” In response, four
row-galleys of the Pennsylvania Navy were quickly
dispatched the following day as far as Reedy Island
with orders to cooperate with the Lexington in the
destruction of all enemy vessels found in the river.®
The Lexington, however, was not ready. Captain
Barry had neither enough arms nor men. His Marine
captain was still on shore attempting to round out
the ship’s Marine detachment, and Barry himself
was pleading for more smatll arms to equip them.

As the four row-galleys sailed on the moming of
the 27th, a second express from Fisher brought
disastrous news. The vessel he had termed a large
sloop-of-war two days before, now turned out to
be a man-of-war of not less than 40 guns.” Later
she was identified as the 44-gun British frigate
Roebuck, which had been sent to open the Dela-
ware and destroy all obstacles to navigation placed
there by the “Inhabitants of Pensylvania in open
Rebellion against the King.”"**

The new intelligence pressed the Pennsylvania
Committee of Safety into action. That night the com-
mittee had an assortment of miscellaneous arms and

equipment delivered to Barry on board the Lexing-
ton.* Although short-handed as to Marines, Barry
decided that he had to sail in order to meet the
enemy’s newest threat. Therefore in the early morn-
ing hours of 28 March, the Lexington proceeded
down the Delaware River leaving behind Captain
Boyce and the Marines he had recruited.

Recessed on 27 March, Congress met the follow-
ing day and was informed by the Marine Committee
of the latest intelligence from the Capes.'* Again
Robert Morris rose and moved that a second vessel
be purchased and fitted out for the protection of
the Delaware. But unlike the resclve of T3 March,
the resolve passed on the 28th specified that the
mission of this new vessel was to join the Lexington
and cruise in coastal waters between New York and
Virginia. With little trouble the committee decided
on the purchase of the brig Molly which was later
renamed the Reprisal® The Reprisal was a much
larger vessel than the Lexington in terms of size,
armament, and the canvas she carried. Her sides
were painted black except for the white moldings on
her quarters and a mingling of yellow and black on
her stern. In contrast to similar vessels, the Reprisal
had no quarter galleries; only her nine gunports on
either side broke the line between wind and water.™
To command the newly purchased brig, the Marine
Committee settled upon a Maryland shipmaster,
Lambert Wickes.

As Captain Wickes and his three lieutenants
raised their complement of seamen, his newly
appointed Marine officers, Captain Miles Penning-
ton and lieutenant John Elliott set about the same
task. But delays in the recruitment of both seamen
and Marines soon arose, for the Wasp and Hornet
had returned to port in early April and the man-
ning and refitting of these two vessels took prece-
dence over the Reprisal. Thus both Captains Wickes
and Pennington were forced to leave Philadelphia
and seek recruits up and down the Delaware.
Indications are that Captain Pennington recruited
as far south as Wilmington where he signed up
the first black Marine, John Martin or “Keto,” The
Marine captain enrolled at least 2 sergeants and 24
privates for service on board the brig Reprisal*® *

* lohn Martin or Keto was the “property” of William Mar-
shall of Wilmington, Delaware, and was enlisted in April
1776. Martin remained with the Reprisal and died when the
ship foundered off the Newfoundland Banks in October
1777.
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As men were recruited and the Reprisal made
ready, news of the Lexington’s victory over the Brit-
ish sloop Fdward arrived. Soon after leaving Phila-
delphia, Barry took the Lexington down the Dela-
ware and past the row-galleys at Reedy Island. Not
wishing to engage in an unequal contest with the
Roebuck, Barry slipped silently past Cape May and
headed out to sea. Proceeding up the Jersey shore
he put into Egg Harbor on 3 April. There he learned
that the Phoenix’s tender was on her way northward,
probably having already returned to New York. Since
the tender was out of his reach, Barry then decided
to turn southward and try his luck along the eastern
shore of Maryland and Virginia.

With a stop at the Capes to take a small sloop and
to convoy a group of merchantmen out of the Dela-
ware Bay, the Lexington was abreast of Cape Charles,
Virginia by 7 April. There in the early morning hours
a strange sail was sighted to the southwest. immedi-
ately Barry called the crew to quarters and ordered
the guns made ready. As the two ships closed, the
opposing vessel was identified as being the tender
assigned to HMS Liverpool. With no more than sev-
eral hundred yards separating the Lexington and the
Edward, Barry opened fire and for an hour the two
vessels exchanged broadsides. The end came when
the guns of the wrecked sloop fell silent and the
Edward’s captain allowed his ship to be boarded by
a prize crew. Following the battle, Barry penned a
terse report to the Marine Committee in which he
noted that his raw seamen and Marines “behaved
with much courage.”**

After the Edward was secured, Barry headed
northward. On 8 April as both ships neared the
Delaware Capes, the Edward veered off and made
for Philadelphia where she was later condemned as

a legal prize.' The Lexington continued up the coast
and the following day put into Egg Harbor for re-
pairs. While there, orders arrived from the Marine
Committee which directed the Lexington to Cape
May where she was to meet and convoy the sloop
Betsy carrying Silas Deane, Congress’ first emissary
to France, Also, Barry was instructed to pick up Cap-
tain Abraham Boyce and his Marine recruits who
would be landed at the Cape by the Wasp *®

Repairs to the Lexington, although slow, were
made and she soon sailed for Cape May. Anchoring
there on the 15th, a boat was sent ashore to bring
back Captain Boyce and the few Marines he had
been able to sign-up on his far-flung recruiting mis-
sion. As soon as the boat returned, Boyce reported
to Barry that the Betsy had cleared the Cape two
days before, and that the Wasp had returned to
Philadelphia. Since Barry’s recent orders from the
Marine Committee made it mandatory that he safely
convoy the Betsy, Barry decided to make fast sail in
order to overtake her.

Although the Lexington was rigged for full sail and
had a brisk wind across her stern, Barry was unable
to catch the sloop. Not far from Bermuda he gave
over the chase and again turned northward. As dawn
broke on 26 April, a fleet of 17 ships was sighted to
the southeast, and it was not long before Barry
learned that he had fallen in with a portion of the
British fleet destined for Charleston, South Caro-
lina.** Immediately, the British admiral dispatched
the frigate Solebay, 28, to the northwest after the
American sail,® but the Lexington’s |luck held out.
The frigate soon ceased the pursuit and Lexington
was able to make it to the Capes and up the Dela:
waresto Philadelphia without a major incident.

The Defense of the Delaware

When Barry returned to Philadelphia with the Lex:
ington on 5 Bay, he found a nervous city. Although
his appearance sparked a moment of excitement, this
was soon dispelled by the arrival of another dispatch
from Colonel Fisher. Two British frigates had started
up the river, reported Fisher.” With the Lexington
under repair, the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety
was called into immediate session the following day

to plan for the city’s defense. After hasty discussions
orders went out to Captain Thomas Read, com:
mander of the Pennsylvania fleet at Fort Island, “to
call every Boat & Soldier to their stations, & each to
prepare for immediate action.” Several fire ships and
two chains of fire rafts were also ordered to stations
near the fort.”

Hours of uncertainty passed as the ships at Fort
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Island awaited news. Close to midnight a second ex-
press arrived—this time from Port Penn, some 20
miles south of Wilmington. “Two Ships of War, a
Top Sail Schooner & three small Vessels, supposed
to be tenders,” were sighted, the report noted. Early
the following morning, the committee again met and
“gave orders to Capt. Reed to order down the thir-
teen armed Boats under the command of the Senior
Officer, with directions to proceed down the River,
when they must concert the best method to attack,
take, sink, destroy, or drive off the said Vessels if
possible,” without “exposing any of the Boats to
Capture or destruction.” A shallop was then ordered
loaded with shot and ammunition from the city’s
stores for the fleet’s support. From the Marine Com-
mittee, an order was secured directing Captain
Wickes of the Reprisal to “supply the Boats with as
many Voluntiers as may offer.”*

At 1230 on 7 May, Thomas Read received his or-
ders from the Committee of Safety and immediately
called a conference of his captains. The orders were
read aloud, and then Captain Read asked for com-
ments. In response, the galley captains voiced a con-
cern about their depleted crews. Through minor ad-

justments, the galleys would be brought up to
strength. The meeting then concluded with an agree-
ment that the galleys would rendezvous that night
below Hog Island, just south of the fort, and then
proceed down the river the next morning.*

Soon after the council of war adjourned, Captain
Lambert Wickes joined Read on board the Pennsyl-
vania state ship Montgomery. The provincial com-
mander began by reading the part of his orders
which applied to the Continental captain, but Wickes
interrupted saying that he had “received no orders
and could not let any of his Men go without it, tho’
[he] wish’d at the same time to do it, and would
Immediately on Receipt of the orders.” Later in the
day Captain Read delivered to Wickes a copy of the
orders, which the Reprisal’s captain “comply’d
with.” The following morning Wickes dispatched a
party of men to the boats: to the two pilot boats
went First Lieutenant Robert Harris and 10 seamen;
and to the two fire boats went Captain Miles Penn-
ington, two sergeants, and 24 Marines, “equip’d with
Small arms, all in great Spirits.””**

Captain Pennington seemed to have sensed that
he would soon be sent into battle, for only a week
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before he had made out his last will and testament.
Witnessed by his lieutenant, john Elliott, he be-
queathed to his wife all “Wages and Prize money
which shall be due me from said Ship [Reprisal] or
any other Vessel.” The making out of a will prior to
a cruise was widespread at the time, and ensured
that a man’s family would receive the monies they
were entitled to.* !n Pennington’s case, however,
the will ensured nothing, for his wife Catherine was
still petitioning for the settlement of his prize money
as late as 1785, eight years after her husband’s
death.®*

The 13 row-galleys of*the Pennsylvania Navy ren-
dezvoused at Hog Island in the early morning hours
of 8 May, and then proceeded to make their way
through the chevaux-de-frise and down the Dela-
ware. The Reprisal, however, was unable to pass the
obstruction and thus remained above the barrier
with the Montgomery, forming a second line of de-
fense. As both ships settled in for the remainder of
the night, an order from the Committee of Safety
arrived directing both ships to get through the
chevaux-de-frise and foillow the galleys. Poor
weather and adverse tides forbade the attempt. At
daylight they would try again.*®

In Philadeiphia that morning, the Committee of
Safety worked feverishly on the city’s defense. Am-
munition was supplied to the city’s militia, who
were ordered to assemble fater in the day on the
common.* At noon, word arrived from Wilmington
which placed the Roebuck and Liverpool at the
mouth of Christiana Creek.* Undaunted by the
latest intelligence, the committee continued its
preparations. Meanwhile, the Marine Committee
had the Hornet made ready and then ordered her
to Fort Istand. As the Lexington was still under re-
pair, the Committee decided to make use of her
crew. Thus an order went out to Captain John Barry
to:

Collect your officers & Men and repair down to the
Provincial Armed Ship Capt Reed, and Supply him with
as many People as he may want to completely Man
that Ship for Immediate action, you will also spare any
of them that may be wanted on board the Floating
Battery, or on board the Ship Reprisal and in short We
expect the utmost exertions from you, your officers &
Men in defending the Pass at Fort Island, and to pre-
vent their coming up to this City.

Barry and his crew could, the Committee concluded,

“go down in the sloop Hornet Capt Hallock.” #
Near two o'clock in the afternoon, suspense was

heightened by the rumble of distant cannon. Imme-

diately drums called men to arms and a numbef of
boats were dispatched down river “to assist as the
report was that the RoeBuck of 40 & the Liverpole
of 28 guns with tenders were got above New Castle
standing up river.”*

The British expedition up the Delaware River was
not an attempt to bombard or capture the city of
Philadelphia, but to clear the river of obstructions
and open it to navigation. Soon after the two frigates
entered the Delaware on 5 May, the schooner Wasp
was sighted and given chase. By later afternoon ori
the 7th, the frigates were off the mouth of Christiana
Creek, having forced the Wasp up the creek in order
to seek refuge. There they anchored for the night,
preventing the Wasp’s escape and allowing crews to
refill the water casks and make minor repairs.*

The fog-shrouded forenoon of 8 May found the
two British frigates still at anchor off the creek. As
the fog cleared around one o’clock, a fleet of 15
vessels was sighted coming down the river. Com-
posed of the 13 row-galleys, each carrying a single
heavy gun (either an 18, 24, or 32-pounder), a float-
ing battery armed with ten 18-pounders, and a sloop
“fitted as a fire ship,” the 15 ships appeared neither
formidable nor impressive. However sluggish and
unwieldy the fleet might have appeared, the two
frigates immediately cleared for action. With no
more than a mile separating the two forces, the gal:
leys opened up but failed to inflict any damage on
the British ships. Under sail the frigates moved
closer, brought their broadsides to bear, and began
a thunderous bombardment. For two hours the com-
batants exchanged shot until the Roebuck went
aground and the gallteys retired, failing to pursue the
advantage.™

As the battle raged in the river, spectators and
militiamen lined the Delaware shore, filling every
house. Colonel Samuel Miles, who with his battalion
of militia watched the contest from shore, later re=
marked that, after two hours of engaging at long
range, “‘a great deal of amunition has been wasted.”
He, however, noted that “our Boats fire much better
than the other Vessels, but in my opinion ingage at
two great a distance.” And although he believed
that “three or four hundred shot have past between
them,” there was no damage done to either the
galleys or the frigates.*®

After the battle was broken off, the fleet retired
to Chester where it remained until the following
morning.* On board the Roebuck, the night was
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spent guarding the ship against a surprise attack. Al-
though numerous attempts were made to refloat the
frigate, it was not until four o'clock the next morn-
ing that success was achieved. Back in the channel,
Captain Andrew Hamond anchored to await the
dawn.*

Above the chevaux-de-frise, the Montgomery and
Reprisal awaited news from the galleys. It had been
several hours since the firing had ceased and Captain
Read wondered about the day’s events. At two-
thirty the following morning, an express arrived
bringing a demand from the galleys for more pow-
der and shot. Shortly thereafter, Read dispatched a
boat southward with all the powder and shot that
could be spared from the magazines of the Mont-
gomery and the floating battery Arnold. But lacking
definite information, he was reluctant to abandon
the second line of defense at Fort Island, although
he promised to “take the first opportunity to get
throo” the barrier. Soon after the powder supplies
were sent down the river, the Hornet arrived with
Captain Barry, his seamen, and Marines.* Following
a look at the situation, Barry wrote a hasty note to
Robert Morris urging that the Lexington be quickly
fitted out, “for the More there is the better.”*®

By noon on 9 May, the Reprisal had made it
through the chevaux-de-frise, but the Montgomery
was not as fortunate. Her pilot ran her ashore, and
in warping off she jammed into the Reprisal, carry-
ing away Wickes’ jib boom. Finally straightened
out—"Just below the Chevaux De frize’~Captain
Read protested to the Committee against proceed-
ing down the river: “| do think and | believe that
our Best station is above, to guard the pass and to
get there as soon as the tide will admit, abreast of
the Battery.”” Although his officers agreed in the
opinion, Read consulted Captain Wickes.** There is
no record of the conference, but it is evident that
the Continental captain opposed the plan to return
through the barrier. Therefore, both vessels re-
mained anchored at a point just below the obstruc-
tion.

Down river meanwhile, the galleys left their an-
chorage at Chester and slowly approached the two
British frigates.”* At the first indication of movement,
the two frigates weighed and with the wind in their
favor started after the galleys. But after two hours,
little headway, and a fresh breeze from the south-
west, the Roebuck and Liverpoo!/ headed down
stream in hope of drawing the galieys into deeper

water where they “could run near them, and have
a better chance of destroying them.” The galleys
immediately foilowed, keeping “up a smart fire, but
cautiously remained at their usual distance.” By sun-
set the galleys had pursued the frigates as far as
New Castle where the cannonade ceased, it being
too difficult to sight the guns. The two opponents,
however, continued to drop down the river—the

galleys finally anchoring for the night at New Castle

and the frigates several miles below *

The damage done to the Roebuck and Liverpool
during the second day’s engagement was extensive.
Several shot had pierced the Roebuck’s hull just
above the water line on both her sides and stern.
Likewise, an 18-pound shot had entered an upper
port, destroying a 9-pounder, killing one man, and
wounding two more. The rigging, sails, and spars of
the 44-gun frigate suffered considerably. The Liver-
pool had “several Shot through our Sails, some few
in our Hull, and one in our bowsprit.”” Damage suf-
fered by the galleys was minimal *?

The following morning the two frigates got under-
way and stood down the river.** Expecting the battle
to resume, the galleys “Spread across the River” in
a battle line. But to the galley’s surprise, the Roe-
buck and Liverpoo! continued down the river and
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moored at the upper end of Reedy Island. With
some relief a council of war was called where it was
determined that the galleys would remain off New-
castle “untill we Can be Amply furnished with
Amunition of Every Kind.” Once the resupply had
taken place, only then would they “make a general
Attack upon the Enemy.” Ammunition returns indi-
cated that the course chosen was correct, for the
galleys had only 20 rounds of powder per gun, and
a few 24-pound shot: scarcely enough to reengage,
let alone sustain a lengthy cannonade.*® It was not
until 11 May that the Committee of Safety ordered
the ammunition replenished, and by the time it was
filled, the British frigates had abandoned the an-
chorage at Reedy Island and dropped down to Dela-
ware Bay.*®

On 15 May the Roebuck and Liverpoo! reached
the Delaware Capes. Noting that little could be done
“without more Ships, a Bomb brig, and a body of
Troops to act with them,” Captain Hamond stood
to sea the next morning—the Liverpool with orders
to cruise off the Delaware Capes, and the Roebuck
to proceed southward.*

The defense of the Delaware against the British
frigates Roebuck and Liverpoo! marked the first in-
stance of Continental Marine cooperation with state
naval and Marine forces. Although their contribus
fions were minimal in terms of the number of men
involved, this action anticipated further cooperation
in subsequent land battles and amphibious expedi-
tions.

Under Cape May

Following three days of battle on board the pro-
vincial galleys, Captain Miles Pennington and his
Marine company returned to find the Reprisal ready
for service. Unlike other vessels, the Reprisal had
not been emptied of powder and shot to supply the
galleys, for the Marine Committee refused to allow
such drafts for ammunition on its ships. Although
Captain Wickes had maintained his supplies intact,
his seamen were not as fortunate. Several had be-
come violently ill and required immediate hospital-
ization, but were refused on the grounds that the
hospital at Fort Island was just for provincial use.
Only by invoking the aid of the Marine Committee
were the men admitted,*®

The Marine detachment of the Lexington returned
to Philadelphia to find their ship in the same condi-
tion as when they departed—still under repair. The
excess time, however, was not wasted. Marine re-
cruiting parties scoured the city, and had little trou-
ble enlisting men for the next cruise. Among those
enrolled was another John Barry, who appears on
the brigantine’s muster roll as ““John Barry, Serjant,”
born in Ireland. Of this sergeant of Marines, who
was recruited on 13 May, little is known.** But he,
and others recruited during the same period, swelled
the ship’s contingent to well over 100 officers, sea-
men, and Marines.

On 17 May the lLexington, far better armed. and

manned than she had been in March, joined the
Reprisal and Hornet, then at Chester. Under orders
from the Marine Committee, the two brigs and sloop
were to convoy merchantmen idled by the recent
battle, down the river and into open sea. Soon after
obtaining pilots, the three Continental vessels
dropped down the river and came to anchor under
Cape May on the 25th. There they found both friend
and foe.*® In mid-channel stood the Liverpool, while
in the upper reaches of the bay lay the Wasp. The
following day the British frigate unexpectedly put to
sea, only to reappear on the 27th, give the four ves-
sels chase, and then retire beyond the Capes.™ For
the next several weeks the two brigs, sloop, and
schooner played tag with the frigate Liverpool, and
then upon her return to New York, with her replace-
ments, the frigate Orpheus and sloop Kingfisher.
Early in June, Captain Wickes wrote the Marine
Committee requesting that they permit the Reprisal
to cruise. Apparently believing his crew ready, he
constdered offensive action of more value than lying
in wait behind the Capes. The time he chose for his
request was propitious, for Congress had directed
the Committee of Secret Correspondence to secure
a Continental ship and send it to the West Indies to
procure muskets and gain intelligence on French
naval and troop movements.® To carry William
Bingham, the Continental Agent picked for the mis-
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sion, the Marine Committee singled out the Hornet.
But she proved unseaworthy, and the Reprisal was
selected as her substitute. On 13 June the Wasp
arrived at Cape May bearing Mr. Bingham, and soon
after he was transferred to the Reprisal for the trip
to Martinique.™ Events at the Cape, however, post-
poned his departure.

Impatient to put to sea soon after William Bing-
ham had been brought on board, Captain Wickes
found his way blocked by the British frigates lying
off the Capes. For two weeks the Reprisal and the
13 merchantmen she was to convoy to the West
Indies waited. Then at dusk on 28 June, the Ameri-
can brig Nancy was spotted east of Cape May. Char-
tered by the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, the
brig carried arms and powder from St. Croix and
St. Thomas. Immediately the Lexington and Wasp
were dispatched to assist, but with darkness upon
them they were unable to locate her. The following
morning the Nancy was sighted, but finding her
being pursued by the frigate Orpheus, the two Con-
tinental ships retired.*

Voyage to

Until late afternoon on 3 July, the Reprisal and
the merchantmen under her care maintained a close
formation. Then “a good distance from the Land,”
the convoy scattered, each to make its own way.
Sailing southward, the Reprisal on 11 July took the
240-ton Friendship and several days later the
schooner Peter and brigantine Neptune. Prize crews
composed of seamen and Marines were put on
board the three captures, and they were dispatched
either to Philadeiphia, or some other convenient
port.®® The remainder of the cruise southward was
relatively uneventful and on 27 July the Reprisal
rounded Pointe a la Mare, sighting St. Pierre, Marti-
nique’s principal seaport.”

As the Reprisal approached the harbor, the British
sloop Shark was sighted lying at anchor. Not want-
ing to endanger the life of his valuable passenger in
a sea fight, Wickes immediately ordered a boat low-
ered to row Bingham ashore. Shortly thereafter, the
Shark sailed out of the harbor to look over the
strange sail with “Colours which | was unacquainted
with {being red and white striped, with a Union

As the Nancy approached the Capes, Richard
Wickes—brother of Lambert and a lieutenant on
board the Reprisal—gathered a party of seamen and
Marines and set out to assist in her defense. Once
on board the brig and seeing that she could not ade-
quately defend herself against the 32-gun frigate,
Wickes ran her ashore. Joined by Captain Barry and
a portion of his crew, Wickes immediately began
unloading the brig’s valuable cargo. All but 100 bar-
rels of powder had been removed before the
Orpheus and Kingfisher anchored abreast of the
Nancy and opened fire. The Americans quickly set
fire to the remaining powder and retired. Several
boats from the Kingfisher were dispatched to take
over the brig, but five minutes after they boarded
the powder blew.

The battle to save the Nancy left Captain Wickes'
brother dead, but allowed the Reprisal and the mer-
chantmen safe passage. On 3 july, after the British
frigates had withdrawn up the coast, the Reprisal
and her convoy set out to sea leaving the Lexington,
Hornet, and Wasp behind to maintain the watch.”

Martinique

next the Staff).” As the entire population of the little
French seaport turned out to watch the outcome, the
Shark hailed the Reprisal twice and ordered the
American brig to lower her boat.*® In reply, Wickes
told the British to “come and do it themselves.”*
The British then fired a single shot across the Re-
prisal’s bow, and ordered her to heave to. Three
times the Shark fired warning shots, but the Reprisal
did not answer. Then on the last hail the American
brig responded with a broadside—one shot of which
ripped through the Shark’s quarter, wounding a Ma-
rine.* The half hour engagement ended when the
French shore battery fired twice at the Shark, forc-
ing her to sea.®

Captain Wicke’s request for protection was granted
by the French, who allowed the Reprisal permission
to enter St. Pierre harbor for necessary repairs. Cap-
tain john Chapman of the Shark, who demanded of
the French that they permit him to take possession
of the Reprisal, was told that the French were neu-
tral in the affair and that he was forbidden to engage
any ship in the French roads or under their forts.*
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As it happened French policy in the West Indies had
been defined several days before the Reprisal ar-
rived. D'Argout, the French military head of Marti-
nique, had received orders by a frigate from France
the preceding Sunday which ordered him ‘““to give
all possible assistance and protection to the Ameri-
can vessels.”” D'Argout also was to permit American
prizes to be sold or disposed of in the ports of Mar-
tinique.® In early August a second demand that the

Reprisal be turned over arrived, this time from Vice
Admiral James Young. Again the French refused.

By late August the Reprisal, then at Fort Royal, was
ready to sail. In her hold were muskets, powder, and
other merchandise for the American cause. Refitted
and newly painted, the Reprisal left Martinique on
26 August, arriving in Philadelphia on 13 September,
after a passage of nineteen days. In October the Re-
prisal was again placed at the disposal of the Com-
mittee of Secret Correspondence and ordered to
take Benjamin Franklin, who had been appointed a
commissioner to France, to his post. She sailed about

T November and anchored in Quiberon Bay a month
A ! later, taking two small prizes enroute.®*

The Lexington Goes to Sea

While the Reprisa7 was in Martinique, the British
biockade of the Delaware eased allowing the Lex-
ington opportunity to escape. On 2 July, the Marine
Committee had decided that the Lexington was of
little use “cooped up at Cape May,” and therefore
directed Captain Barry out to sea.®® In concert with
the Continental sloop Sachemn (reconditioned prize
Edward), Barry cleared the Capes on 10 July. Since
the Kingfisher was enroute to New York, and the
frigate Orpheus was at anchor some distance south-
east of Cape Henlopen, the Americans’ departure
went unobserved. Soon thereafter, the sloop and
brig separated, each vessel seeking its own fortune.

Skirting the Virginia coast for two weeks, the Lex-
ington failed to sight a sail. Then on 27 July, a look-
out reported a vessel downwind. Immediately the
Lexington gave chase. After a series of skillful ma-
neuvers and carefully placed broadsides, the sloop
Lady Susan hove to and was boarded. A second prize
(Betsy) was taken several weeks later, after which

the Lexington headed for the Delaware Capes. On
26 September, the American brig anchored off Phil-
adelphia and two days later John Barry relinquished
his command. The Marines under the command of
Abraham Boyce, however, remained with the vesse[.*®

In October the brig Lexington (Captain William
Hallock} was placed under orders of the Secret Com-
mittee of Congress—as distinct from the Committee
of Secret Correspondence—and sent to the West
Indies for military supplies. On her return in Decem-
ber, she was captured off the Delaware Capes by
the British frigate Pear/. Captain Hallock and the re-
mainder of the naval officers were transferred to the
British frigate and a small prize crew of seven put
on board the Lexington. Later the same day the
American crew, under the able |leadership of Marine
Captain Abraham Boyce, recaptured the ship and
took her into Baltimore where she remained unti]
February the following year.*
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Return of the Conhtinental Fleet

While the Lexington and Reprisal were fitting out
at Philadelphia in late March, the Continental Fleet
under Esek Hopkins departed the island of New
Providence on 16 March 1776 and sailed northward.
At two in the afterncon of the third day out, the
Alired’s barge came alongside the Andrew Doria
and delivered a letter from the commodore to
Captain Biddle.®® In it were Hopkins' brief set of
sailing orders the fleet was to follow on the return
voyage:

You are to keep Company with the Ship | am in if
possible—but should you Separate by accident you are
then to make the best of your way to Block Island

Channel, and there to Cruise in 30 fathom Water South
from Block Island six days in order to join the Fleet.

If a ship was unable to rejoin the fleet, it was then
ordered to cruise in such places as will “most annoy
the Enemy,” or enter the nearest port.*

Later that afternoon Captain Biddle ordered his
men to clear the ship for action and exercise the
guns. Despite the fact that a majority of the crew
were down with the fever, he was not going to be
unprepared should the fleet encounter enemy ves-
sels. What they met with, however, was a severe
storm which began on 22 March and continued for
the next three days.”® During the gale the fleet lost
sight of the Wasp, although she later made her way
alone to the Chesapeake Bay.™

Just over a week’s sailing from New Providence
the first unidentified sail was sighted. The Andrew
Doria and the Providence immediately gave chase,
but she was found to be a Carolina schooner bound
for France, and she was allowed to proceed. The
next day a second sail was sighted and again the
Andrew Doria, this time in company with the Fly,
took up the chase. After an eight hour pursuit she
turned out to be a French schooner bound for Cape
Francois from New London, Connecticut. But before
she again proceeded on her voyage, her captain gave
the fleet good news; Boston was now in American
hands.

The welcomed news brought a moment of joyous
relief 1o the seamen and Marines on board the fleet,
but only a moment; for a large portion of the men
were still fighting the fever and small-pox. At least
one death per day was commonplace. The ship’s
surgeons could do little, since they too were taken

ill. On 3 April, as the fleet neared the rendezvous
point off Block Island, approximately 10 miles off
the Rhode Island coast, 1saac Craig, captain of Ma-
rines on board the Andrew Doria, lost his sergeant,
Thomas Vernon Turner. But by then the weather had
cooled, thereby alleviating much of the sickness.

As the fleet approached Block Island on the eve-
ning of 3 April in a thick fog, the Andrew Doria and
Columbus veered out of sight, but reappeared the
following afternoon. When they came up with the
rest of the squadron, they informed the commodore
that each had taken a prize—a small sloop, and the
schooner Hawke.” Again on 5 April another British
ship was secured. Mounting 8 carriage guns, 10
swivels, and carrying 48 Marines and seamen, His
Majesty’s bomb brig Bofton was indeed a major
prize.”™ Several other smaller vessels were captured
that day as the fleet cruised south of Block Island.
Hoping to pick up additional vessels, the commo-
dore formed the fleet into two parallel columns. In
the easterly column was the Cabot, with the Affred
approximately 100 yards astern. About a quarter mile
to the starboard were the Andrew Doria and Cofum-
bus. Taking up the rear were the Providence, Fly,
and the captured British vessels. As luck would
have it, the fleet’s good fortune was to change that
evening,

An hour into the midnight watch two unidentified
sails wete sighted to the southeast. From their sil-
houettes it was surmised that one was a large frigate
and the other possibly its tender*® The immediate
call for ‘all hands to quarters’ rang out on each of
the twelve ships which then composed the fleet. On
board the Alfred, Captain Nicholas was roused out
of bed and his company of Marines ordered to
assemble. Once collected and outfitted for action,
First Lieutenant Matthew Parke took the main body
of the company and boarded the barge on the main
deck, while Nicholas and Second Lieutenant John
Fitzpatrick took the remainder to the Affred’s quar-
ter deck. With the Alfred astern and the Andrew
Doria and Columbus not far away, the Cabot bore
off toward the distant sails.”

As soon as the Cabot came within shouting range
she was hailed by the unknown ship, who identified
herself as the Glasgow, Tyringham Howe command-
ing, @ 20-gun British frigate. The Glasgow then de-
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manded to know who the other ships with the
Cabot were. “The Columbus and Alfred, a two and

twenty gun frigate,” replied a)tain John B. Hop-

kins.” As if to reinforce Hopkins’ answer, a grenade
was thrown from high atop the Cabot's mainmast,
which exploded harmlessly on the Glasgow’s deck.
The Cabot then opened up with a broadside from
seven of her 6-pounders, but the Clasgow returned
it twofold, killing the Cabot’s master (Sinclair Sey-
mour}, two Marines (Patrick Kaine and George Ken-
nedy), and wounding eight men including Captain
Hopkins and Marine Lieutenant John Hood Wilson,
As a result of the Glasgow’s two 9-pound broadsides
the Cabot was forced to retire and make repairs.
Reeling away under the weight of the Glasgow’s
batteries, the Cabot almost ran afoul of the Andrew
Doria who was about to make her pass at the British
frigate.™ By the time the Andrew Doria was clear,
Captain Saltonstall had brought the Alfred’s twenty
9-pounders and ten 6-pounders into action. Pres-
ently the two ships were hurling broadside after
broadside at each other, In one of the first ex-

changes, Captain Nicholas’ second lieutenant, John
Fitzpatrick, was felled by a musket ball through the
head. As Nicholas was later to eulogize: “in him I
have lost a worthy officer, sincere friend and com-
panion, that was beloved by all the ship’s com-
pany.”?*®

After several more broadsides, a lucky shot from
the Glasgow carried away the Affred’s whee! block
and the lines which led to the tiller. Immediately,
she became unmanageable, and it was several min-
utes before the Alfred’s crew could bring her under
control. In the meantime, the Andrew Doria closed
on the Glasgow’s port guarter, but she too veered
off after taking several shots which damaged her
hull and rigging. The Cofumbus only got off a few
shots at the Glasgow’s stern during the initial en-
gagement, before she was becalmed. The sloop
Providence throughout the battle seemed content to
tack back and forth out of range.

The battle continued for an hour and a half dur=
ing which time the Columbus managed to work her
way back into the fight, but without much success.
On board the Glasgow Captain Howe, expecting that
he was about to be boarded, ordered the dispatches
thrown overboard and a new course set for New-
port. The Glasgow then bore away with the Alfred,
Andrew Doria, and Columbus “within musket shot,
on . . . [her] Quarters and Stern.”’®

The pursuit continued until daybreak with the
three American ships occasionally bringing their
guns to bear on the shattered ship. Even though
much cut up, the Glasgow was able to outrun the
Americans who were loaded down with the spoils
captured at New Providence. As they approached
Newport harbor after a chase of nearly seven glasses
(three and one half hours), Hopkins, apprehensive
about engaging the British fleet stationed there, sig-
naled the ships to give up the chase and steer to the
southwest. The Glasgow had made good her escape,
but she was so badly damaged that she was later
sent back to England for repairs. As one observer
noted, the Glasgow entered Newport harbor “under
all the sail she could set, yelping from the mouths
of her cannon (like a broken leg'd dog) in token of
her being sadly wounded.”* Yet all that the Ameri-
cans received for the night’'s work was the Glasgow’s
tender, while sustaining moderate damage.

Casualties were extremely light considering the
fierceness of the battle. The Glasgow had one man
killed and three wounded—all by American Marine
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musketry. Of the American ships, the Alfred lost five
killed and seven wounded; the Cabot four killed
and seven wounded; and the Columbus and Andrew
Doria both had one man wounded.®

By noon on April 6th, the fleet had reassembled
and signals were given for the squadron to head for
New London, where the spoils could be unloaded
and repairs could be made in safety. At sunset they
were northwest of Block Lsland when a thick fog
rolled in from Long Island Sound and engulfed the
fleet. Dawn the following day found only the Cabot
and the Andrew Doria together and the rest of the
fleet nowhere in sight. Shortly after noon the two
passed New London lighthouse, entered the Thames
River, and anchored. That night they were joined by
the Alfred and the remainder of the fleet with the
captured British vessels in tow. The following morn-
ing, 8 April, the full American fleet moved up the
river and anchored off the town of New London,
Connecticut.®

At first there were congratulations. John Hancock
expressed the feelings of Congress when he wrote
to Esek Hopkins after receiving the Commodore’s
operational report: I beg Leave to congratulate you

on the Success of your Expedition. Your Account of
the Spirit and Bravery shown by the Men, affords
them the greatest Satisfaction; and encourages them
to expect similar Exertions of Courage on every fu-
ture Occasion.” Yet Hancock, as if to foreshadow
future events, noted that the escape of the Glasgow
was regretted, but hastened to add that it was not
due to any misconduct on the part of any officers
or men.®™

The loss of what would have been a valuable
prize, however, later mushroomed into a full-fiedged
controversy in which only a few would be spared
the indignity of public censure. Criticism of the
commodore’s conduct could be heard in the streets
and taverns of New London soon after the fleet's
arrival. Eventually it reached the halls of the Penn-
sylvania state house where Congress instituted an
investigation. After many drawn-out discussions, the
Marine Committee recommended that he be cen-
sured.®® Agitated by the vote, the political storm con-
tinued to swirl about the commodore until late
March 1777 when Congress voted to suspend Hop-
kins from his command.® Such an able commander
deserved better.

Demise of the Continental Fleet

Soon after the American fleéet put into New Lon-
don on 8 April, it was found to be in shambles. Of
a total complement of approximately 1000 seamen
and Marines, one-quarter were sick with “some New
Malignant Fever,” and required hospitalization.®
Resignations and desertions also taxed the aiready
depleted crews. To supply manpower, Commodore
Hopkins requested and received a draft of 170 men
from the forces under General Washington. But the
draft was insufficient. Therefore both seamen and
Marines were shifted from one vessel to another. Al-
though inadequately manned, the fleet sailed from
New London on 19 April *

The fleet arrived at Newport harbor on 25 April,
following a minor mishap off Fisher’s Island, and
then moved up the river to Providence.® There Hop-
kins received an order from General Washington re-
questing that he return the men who had been
tpaned to him, as they were needed in New York.®

This unexpected request caused problems, for the
recruitment of additional seamen and Marines in the
Providence area was impossible due to the over-
whelming attractions of privateering. But the com-
modore acquiesced, although as he pointed out, “we
Still continue to be Sickly on board the Fleet so that
it will be impossible to go to Sea with the Fleet be-
fore we get recruited with hands: which will not
easily be done.”"™

To compound the problems of the fleet even fur-
ther, Hopkins received information from the Marine
Committee concerning two small British fleets in
southern waters—one in Virginia, and the other at
Wilmington, North Carolina. While the committee
did not directly order the fleet against the two naval
forces, it suggested that “there is no Service, from
the present Appearance of things in which You
could better promote the Interest of your Coun-
try.”®? Later convinced of the weak condition of the
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fleet due to the lack of personnel, the Marine Com-
mittee abandoned the scheme as impractical.

By early May, three of the vessels were fitted out
and ready to sail. The command of the Providence
was given to John Paul Jones, who on the 12th was
ordered to New York with the soldiers loaned to the
fleet by Washington.®® The same day, Hopkins or-
dered the Andrew Doria and Cabot on a month’s
cruise to “such places as you think will most annoy
the Enemy.””** The other three vessels of the Con-
tinental fleet remained behind, the Alfred and Co-
fumbus at Providence waiting for fresh recruits while,
the Fly patrolled the entrance of Narragansett Bay.

Having taken Washington'’s troops to New York,
the Providence returned to Newport harbor and
on 13 June was ordered to convoy vessels between
Narragansett Bay and Long Island Sound.” Before
Jones departed, he received on board a new lieu-
tenant of Marines, Alpheus Rice. The previous
month Rice had petitioned Commodore Hopkins
for a position in the fleet:

That your Petitioner desirecus to be of Service to his
Country has Quit'd the land Service with a design to
get into the FHeet under Your Comd. & as your Petir.
is well versed in the Small Arm exercise—would be
greatly obliged to your Honr. if a Vacancy should pre-
sent that You Would Consider your Petir. as he is now
& has ben for some Time upon Expences.”

On 12 June, Rice was appointed lieutenant of
Marines and ordered on board the Providence.
The 22 Marines, whom he had recruited from the
Rhode Island Brigade, joined him two days later,
doubling the Marine contingent.”

After several unsuccessful attempts to convoy the
Fly and other vessels past Fisher’s Island, the Provi-
dence returned to Newport.®® There Jones, on 18
June, received new orders which directed him to
proceed instead to Boston.** Two days later, the
Providence sailed for Boston where a group of trans-
ports loaded with coal were collected and subse-
quently conducted safely into Delaware Bay, arriv-
ing 1 August.*®®

The Andrew Doria and Cabot sailed on a short
cruise to the eastward on 19 May. Before they
sailed, however, both received new Marine lieuten-
ants. Assigned to the Cabot was John Carr (or Kerr),
who took the place of James Hood Wilson, killed
in the fight with the Glasgow. Kerr's immediate
superior remained John Welsh, captain of
Marines.’® To reinforce Lieutenant |saac Craig and
his depleted group of 12 Marines on board the

Andrew Doria, Hopkins appointed Lieutenant John
Trevett.* With Lieutenant Trevett came 17 additional
Marine privates who were taken from the Alfred.*”

Soon after getting to sea, the Andrew Doria and
Cabot fell in with the British frigate Cerberus and
separated. The Cabot bore away to the eastward,
while Captain Biddle turned the Andrew Doria
southward. By nightfall on 20 May, the Cerberus
gave over the chase and retired. Unable to regain
contact with the Cabot, the Andrew Doria continued
southward toward Nantucket Island. The following
morning, several miles south of the island, the brig
took a sloop loaded with rum, sugar, and salt. A
prize crew was put on board and the sloop immedi-
ately dispatched to Providence.*®® For the next eight
days the American brig sailed northwestward in
hope of encountering British transports bound for
Halifax.***

Dawn on Wednesday, 29 May, found the Andrew
Doria approximately 600 miles southeast of Bos-
ton.'®* As the brig’s lookout gazed toward the north-
ern horizon, he sighted two ships. Immediately Cap-
tain Biddle swung the Andrew Doria to the north
and began the pursuit. Within a hour Biddle cap-
tured what turned out to be two unarmed British
transports. Bound for Halifax, the transport Oxford
carried a 100-man company of the 42d Royal High-
land Regiment, while the other transport, Crawford,
had a company of the 71st Regiment, likewise about
one hundred strong. As part of a 32-ship convoy, the
two transports had become separated in an Atlantic
storm.'?®

The capture of the Oxford and Crawford immedi-
ately posed a problem. The crews and passengers of
the two ships outnumbered the Andrew Doria’s
crew by three to one. Captain Biddle’s solution was
simple: separate the sea officers from their crews
and the land officers from their companies. There-
fore, instructions went out to transfer all the troops
to the Oxford, and the officers to the Crawford. In
addition, all arms and equipment belonging to the
two companies were ordered moved to the Andrew
Doria along with the British seamen. Lieutenant
James Josiah was appointed prize-master of the
Crawford, while Lieutenant John McDougall was
picked for the same task on board the Oxford. To.

* Isaac Craig is shown as a captain of Marines on the

muster roll of the Andrew Doria {dated 10 May 1776), but
he was not appointed to such a posifion by Congress until
22 Qctober 1776.
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join Lieutenant McDougall as prize-master’s mate;
Biddle chose Marine Lieutenant John Trevett.'*’

When the brig and her two prizes got underway,
they headed westward, back to Providence. During
a majority of the return voyage, the sea was smooth
and the horizon empty. But on 11 June their luck
turned. Some 90 miles south of Martha’s Vineyard,
five enemy sail were sighted.’®® Without delay the
three ships separated; the Andrew Doria to the east,
the Crawford to the south, and the Oxford to the
west. The Andrew Doria successfully eluded the Brit-
ish fleet, but she unfortunately lost sight of her
prizes and returned to Newport harbor empty-
handed.**® The Crawford, however, was not as suc-
cessful. Early the following morning she was taken
by the Cerberus, and ushered to Long Island by the
frigate’s tender. But on 19 June, off Fire Island, she
was recaptured by the Schuyler, a sloop of Wash=
ington’s New York fleet."'

The Oxford, although successful in eluding the
enemy fleet, had its own problems. Before the prize
was out of sight of the Andrew Doria, on 11 june,
the 300 prisoners on board rose and overpowered
the 11-man prize crew. Of the event Marine lieuten-
ant John Trevett merely remarked: I could not
blame them, for | would have done the same.” In-
stead of remaining in the area, the captors decided
to head for Hampton Roads where they expected to
join up with Lord Dunmore. By good fortune, for
they were without a competent navigator, the Ox-
ford made it to the Virginia Capes nine days later.
There they inquired about the whereabouts of Dun-
more and were told he was then some 40 miles up
the James River. The information, however, was in-
correct; the fleet under the command of the Virginia
governor lay northward in Chesapeake Bay.

“After giving three cheers,” according to Trevett,
the unsuspecting British weighed and stood up the
James River. There they met two armed boats of the
Virginia- Navy who retook the Oxford and carried
her up to Jamestown. As soon as the prize was se-
cured, a company of frocked Virginia riflemen—"the
finest | ever saw,” commented Trevett—marched
the British troops off toward Richmond. Lieutenants
McDougall and Trevett accompanied the riflemen as
far as the Virginia capital at Williamsburg, where
they were treated “very politely” and given expense
money for their return to Rhode Island.*®

At Newport harbor, meanwhile, the Columbus was
made ready for a projected cruise. Like other vessels:

of the fleet, Captain Abraham Whipple’s ship suf-
fered from an immediate and partial crew loss fol-
lowing its return from New Providence. Hardest hit
by sickness, desertion, and resignation was the Ma-
rine company. The Cofumbus lost all three of her
Marine officers by resignation shortly after her re-
turn to New London.'** No reason has been found
for the resignations of Captain Joseph Shoemaker
and Lieutenant Robert Cummings, but Lieutenant
John Trevett relinquished his position in order to
take a similar post on board the Andrew Doria**®
Lieutenant Matthew Parke was transferred from the
Alfred and promoted to captain to replace Captain
Shoemaker. To fill one of the vacant lieutenancies,
Whipple elevated Sergeant Edward Burke.'"* Trevett's
position, however, was left empty for want of a
qualified officer.

On Tuesday 18 June, the Columbus sailed out of
Newport harbor. As she slowly emerged from the
East Passage of Narragansett Bay, the Cerberus was
observed standing in from Block Island. Immediately
the Columbus cleared for action and discharged a
broadside. Her opponent, however, responded with
three in rapid succession and then withdrew, Crip-
pled, the Columbus returned to Newport with the
aid of the Andrew Doria, Providence, and two
Rhode Islarnd gaileys. The encounter with the Cer-
berus postpoped for several weeks the Columbuys’
cruise.*"

In early August,the Columbus, with the Andrew
Doria, again headed out. The two ships separated
and on the 10th, the Columbus took five sugar ships,
only two of which made it into port. After two
months at sea without much success, Whipple re-
turned to Providence on 29 September—the Colum-
bus in need of repair. Soon after returning, the Brit-
ish blockaded the entrance to Narragansett Bay;
forcing the Columbus to remain at anchor until
February 1777.

When the Andrew Doria returned to Newport in
mid-June, she found new orders awaiting her. Under
the new instructions Biddle was to take the black
brig to sea as soon as possible, “and Cruise till your
Provisions are out or you have weaken’d your Brig
by Manning Prizes so as to make it unsafe to
Cruise.”*® Shortly after assisting the Cofumbus back
into Newport following her encounter with the Cer-
berus, the Andrew Doria in concert with the Fly set
sail. Hugging the Rhode Island and Connecticut
shores to avoid the British frigates, the two vessels
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put into New London on 26 June. There they found
the Cabot, just in from the cruise begun in company
with the Andrew Doria more than a month before.'"’

While in the Connecticut port, Biddle took the
opportunity to replenish his supplies. Five dozen
shirts and as many pairs of shoes were requisitioned
for his seamen from Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., the newly
appointed Continental agent. In addition, Shaw pro-
vided 22 pairs of sorely needed trousers for Lieuten-
ant Craig's company of Marines on board the An-
drew Doria **®

On 30 June, the Andrew Doria cleared New Lont
don and in a thick fog headed out into the Atlantic.
For almost two weeks nothing was sighted. Then on
11 July, a large vessel was spied off to the northwest.
In less than an hour, Biddle overtook the lumbering
merchantmen, Nathaniel and Elizabeth, and put a
prize crew on bhoard. Without delay she was dis-
patched into the closest Continental port with her
valuable cargo of sugar and rum. With provisions
running low, the Andrew Doria returned to Newport
after several more days of profitless cruising.™?

Soon after his return, Biddle was informed by the
Marine Committee of his appointment to the frigate
Randolph with orders to proceed on a cruise that
would terminate at Philadelphia.'* While prepara-
tions were being made for this last cruise, Lieuten-
ants McDougall and Trevett arrived and rejoined the
Andrew Doria. In company with the Cofumbus, the
black brig departed Newport once more. Within a
few days of separating from Whipple’s ship, the
Andrew Doria took her first prize, the Molly.
Twenty-four hours later a second prize, Lawrence,
was picked up. In the next two days the Andrew
Doria intercepted two more merchantmen. On the
first, Biddle placed Marine Lieutepant Trevett in
command and ordered him to return to Providence.
Lieutenant McDougall was put on board the second
and ordered to the same port.**

On the morning of 17 September, the Andrew
Doria, with six prizes to her credit, entered Dela-
ware Bay and by nightfall had anchored off Chester.
Several days later the brig was turned over to the
Continental shipyard at Philadelphia for repairs.***
The Andrew Doria’s Marines remained attached to
the brig since their enlistments had not vet expired.
tsaac Craig, however, left the ship and was ap-
pointed captain of Marines on board the Continen-
tal armed galley Champion.**

Almost a month before the Andrew Doria‘s

arrival, Captain Jones in the Providence sailed for
Rhode Island, but not before he had replaced his
Marine officer, Alpheus Rice. Prior to entering the
Delaware, there had developed a heated argu-
ment between Rice and William Hopkins, the
master; over what it is uncertain. As a result,
Lieutenant Rice was confined. At Chester on 9
August, Rice wrote to Captain Jones and apologized
for his misconduct:

I have given Mr. Hopkins satisfaction, & there now
subsists, a good understanding between us—! am con-
scious, that | was culpable.—but have this, to say in
excuse—that 1 was in a passion.—am sorry for it.—&
pray that you would overlook it."

Jones, however, could not overlook quarrels be-
tween his officers that might harm the operation
of the Providence. Therefore, Rice was discharged
on 12 August and replaced by Edmund Arrow-
smith.”®® Alpheus Rice remained in Philadelphia
and was appointed by Congress on 29 August to
the Hampden as lieutenant of Marines. Rice, how-
ever, failed to assume his new post.'*®

Providence departed Delaware Bay on 21 August
and within a week had captured the brigantine
Britannia, which was soon sent off to Philadelphia.
Dropping down to the Bermuda latitudes, the Provi-
dence fell in with the British frigate Sofebay on 1
September. After a fast chase which lasted four
hours, the frigate came within musket range and
fired “several broadsides of double-headed and
grape shot.” But the Solebay’s marksmanship was
poor, and not a single shot touched the Providence.
Exploiting his ship’s nimbleness to the fullest, Jones
escaped by a “Hairbreadth.”**

After several additional weeks of unsuccessful
cruising, Jones decided to run north for Nova Scotia.
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Although short of water and wood, he “had besides
a prospect of destroying the English shipping in
these parts.” On 20 September, as the Providence
hove to in order to permit the crew a chance to fish
between Cape Sable and the mainland, His Majesty’s
frigate Milford of 28 guns was sighted to the wind-
ward. Without delay the frigate bore down on the
Providence, but when she came within cannon range
Jones made full sail, gaining the advantage. For eight
hours the Providence gave the Milford what Jones
later described as a “wild goose chase,” which
tempted her “to throw away powder and shot.” By
nightfall, the day long “mock engagement” had so
excited Jones’ contempt for the frigate, that when
she “rounded to, to give his broadside,” jones or-
dered Lieutenant Arrowsmith “to return the salute
with only a single musket.”

The next morning, the frigate was seen “standing
to the westward”; Providence made for Canso. There
Jones got water and wood, and also several recruits
from the local fishing population. About three fish-
ing boats were seized and either burned or sunk.
Having received intelligence at Canso that a group
of Jersey merchantmen were anchored at lle Madame,
Jones dispatched a tender and his boat, both full of
armed seamen and Marines, to investigate. The in-
telligence proved correct, and the Jerseymen quickly
surrendered. Three of the vessels were released and
as many were destroyed. On the afternoon of 26
September, following a violent storm, the Provi-
dence put to sea with her recent prizes. And on 8
October, entered Narragansett Bay after a cruise of
49 days, 16 prizes, and the destruction of the fishing
fleets at Canso and [le Madame.**®

Back in Newport, Jones proposed that an expedi-
tion be ent to the West Coast of Africa where he
was sure a large number of English merchantmen
could be taken.*® Commodore Hopkins, however,
had determined to send a small fleet 1o Cape Breton
in order to capture the British coal fleet, release
American prisoners working in the mines, and de-
stroy the Newfoundland fisheries. Therefore, he or-
dered Jones to take command of the Alfred (Captain
Saltonstall having been reassigned), and in company
with the Hampden (Captain Hoysteed Hacker) raid
Cape Breton.*®® But before Jones embarked on his
mission, he managed to increase the Alfred’s com-
plement by taking everyone out of the Providence.
Like the seamen, Lieutenant Arrowsmith—subse-
quently promoted to captain to fill the new post—

went on board the Alfred with his Marines. There
he joined Lieutenants William Hamilton and Alexan-
der Neilson, both of whom had recently been ele-
vated from positions as Marine sergeants.**!

As preparations were made for the expedition,
the brigantine Lawrence with Lieutenant Trevett at
the helm arrived in Newport. After his prize was se-
cured, Trevett joined the Hampden as its Marine
officer, Lieutenant Alpheus Rice having refused the
post.'?

The expedition to Cape Breton was begun on 27
September, but before the two ships could make it
out of Narragansett Bay, the Hampden struck a
sunken ledge, so damaging her that she could not
proceed any further. Her officers and men were then
transferred to the Providence, and the expedition
made a fresh start on the first day of November. The
Alfred and Providence first called at Tarpaulin Cove
in the Elizabeth Islands off Cape Cod, where they
took the Rhode Island privateer Eagle."*® Since Jones
suspected that the sloop harbored deserters from
the Continental Navy, he dispatched Lieutenants
Trevett and Arrowsmith with several armed Marines
to the privateer. After “examining the Ships Articles,”
Trevett ordered his men to impress “all . . . [the men
they] could,” about 25, and put them on board the
Alfred.* This action later caused problems for Jones
and contributed to his dislike for Commodore Hop-
kins who did not fully support him in the matter.

On 11 November, the Alfred took her first prize,
the brigantine Active, bound from Liverpool to Hali-
fax with a load of dry goods. The following morning
a second prize was taken, the 350-ton armed trans--
port Mellish. She carried a cargo, according to Tre-
vett, of “10,000 suits of Soldiers Clothing ready
made 1 set light horse accoutrements with carbines
and a valuable invoice of Medicine chests! . . .
trunks of Silk gowns and dry goods suitable for Gen:
Burgoynes army at Quebec.” The suits of clothing—
“every article complete for a Soldier from the hat
to the shoes”—were later sent to General Washing-
ton’s army, which at the time was withdrawing
through New Jersey.**

Several days after taking the Mellish, the Provi-
dence parted company with the Alfred, there being
a disagreement between Captain Hacker and his
crew over the condition of the ship. On 22 Novem-
ber, from off Canso, Jones sent in armed boats
which burned a grounded transport, destroyed an
oil warehouse, and carried off a small, fast schooner,
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to take the place of the Providence. In addition, the
boats brought back a gentlemen who informed
Jones that three British frigates were searching for
him. Off Louisbourg, two days later, three strange
sails were sighted, but fortunately they were not the
frigates. The Alfred easily captured all three.

With five prizes in tow, Jones decided that #for
the interest and Honor of the Service” he would re-
turn to port. However, high winds and a stiff gale
Slowed progress. On 7 December, as they crossed
St. Georges Bank east of Cape Cod, the ships en-
countered a British frigate which proved to be HMS
Milford. That night Jones sent all but one of his
prizes ahead, and then tried to [ure the frigate away.

Unsuspectingly, the frigate followed. The next morn-
ing found the Milford nine miles astern of the Al-
fred and her consort, fohn. Later in the day, after a
short chase, the three ships closed and jones fired
off four cannon at the Englishman. The Alfred then
made sail as the Milford again gave chase. In the
early afternoon, the Englishman gave up his pursuit
of the Alfred, tacked, and bore down on the John.
Unlike the Alfred, the prize vessel was no match for
the 28-gun frigate. The Milford soon forced her to
heave to, and sent a boarding party to recapture the
prize. After shaking the Mifford, Jones entered
Massachusetts Bay and anchored at Boston on 14
December.**¢

The New Frigates

Throughout 1776, the main concern of the Marine
Committee was the construction and manning of the
13 Continental frigates authorized by Congress in
December 1775. Unlike Commodore Hopkins' fleet
of converted merchantmen, these frigates were to be
built as warships from the keel up. Without regard
to political influence, the Committee assigned the
ships to the colonies possessing a competent ship-
building industry. Thus they decided that two were
to be built in Massachusetts, two in Rhode Island,
two in New York, four in Pennsylvania, and one each
in New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Maryland.
Once the plans were approved, the Committee en-
trusted the selection of a builder and the overall
supervision of the frigate’s construction to the Ma-
rine Committeeman from the colony in which the
ship was to be built. An additional responsibility of
each committeeman was the selection and recom-
mendation of competent naval and Marine officers.

Under the direction of John Langdon, naval agent
for New Hampshire, the keel of the frigate Raleigh,
32, was laid at Portsmouth on 21 March 1776. Two
months later she was launched. As a close personial
friend of Langdon, Thomas Thompson was nomi-
nated and quickly approved by Congress as the
frigate’s commander. The selection of her Marine
officers, however, took much longer. After a number
of names were advanced, all were rejected in favor
of three men from New York, New Hampshire, and

Massachusetts, whose appointments were approved
by Congress on 22 july.***

Appointed Captain of Marines for the frigate Ra-
leigh was George Jerry Osborne of Exeter, New
Hampshire, Born 15 March 1732, Oshorne had been
a school teacher in Portsmouth for several years be-
fore joining the Revolution as a captain in the artil-
lery. Selected to serve as Osborne’s lieutenants were
Stephen Meads, of New York, and Nathaniel Thwing
of Boston. Captain Osborne joined the Raleigh on
12 August, seven days before First Lieutenant
Meads.”*® Second Lieutenant Thwing boarded on the
21st. The Raleigh carried approximately 90 Ma-
rines.*?

Down the coast in neighboring Massachusetts,
two more frigates were being constructed. Under
the watchful eye of Thomas Cushing, the Boston, 24,
was launched on 3 June 1776, and the Hancock, 32,
slightly over a month later. Like Langdon, Cushing
received a number of requests for positions as Ma-
rine officers on board the two frigates, Among them
was the petition of Massachusetts militia Captain
john Ford, of Chelmsford, “a distinguish’d officer in
the Bunker hill battle fwho] has offer'd himself as
Capt. of Marines and says, he will bring all his men
with him.”™® For unknown reasons, Captain Ford
was rejected. Under pressure from John Hancock in
early July, Thomas Cushing recommended Richard
Palmes of Boston as captain of Marines on board
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Seth Chapin, by an unidentified artist.

the Boston (Captain Hector McNeill) and Benjamip
Thompson as his lieutenant. Palmes’ commission was
approved by Congress on 23 July, and Thompson's
the following day.*** Cushing, however, delayed
until October 1776 in recommending a Marine offi-
cer for the Hancock (Captain John Manley), even
though john Hancock threatened to appoint one
himself.**? On the 10th of that month, Seth Baxter of
Braintree, Massachusetts, was appointed captain of
Marines on board the Hancock upon Cushing's
probable recommendation.™* Early the following
year, William Bubier, a life-long resident of Marble-
head and veteran of Colonel john Glover's Regi-
ment, joined the frigate as lieutenant of Marines.

The two Rhode Island frigates, Providence, 28,
and Warren, 32, were built at Providence. Although
Stephen Hopkins was authorized to supervise their
construction, he turned over the building of the two
frigates to an 11-man committee of prominent mer-
chants and ship owners. By 15 May, the committee
had launched the Warren, and three days later
would launch her sister ship, the Providence.

The selection of Marine officers to serve on board
the two frigates was begun early. In April, William

Jennison, a member of Captain Nightingales’s Rhode

Island cadet company, journeyed to Providence and
appeared before the committee, who subsequently
appointed him first lieutenant of Marines for the
Warren (Captain John B. Hopkins).*** Throughout
May and the early part of June, Jennison tried to re-
cruit his alloted 25 Marines with the 60 pounds pro-
vided by the committee. By mid-June, he found
that he was unable to accomplish the task, and
therefore quit the service to join a company of
volunteers being raised for duty with Washington.
On 14 June, the Rhode Island Committee approved
John Grannis as captain of Marines for the Warren,
and Barnabas Lothrop as second lieutenant. To re-
place William Jennison as first lieutenant, the com-
mittee selected George Stillman.*®

Disturbed over the fact the William Jennison had
accepted their commission, taken their money, and
then instead chose to volunteer for service with
Washington, the Rhode Island committee established
recruiting quotas for Marine officers appointed to
the Providence. A captain of Marines was to enlist
40 “good men,” a first lieutenant, 33, and a second
lieutenant, 27. This enlistment quota was to be met
by each officer before he was allowed to accept his
commission. On 20 June, the committee approved
Silas Devol as captain of Marines, and two days later
selected Seth Chapin of Mendon, Massachusetts, as
second lieutenant. The position of first lieutenant
was filled with the appointment of Avery Parker on
26 june**®

Construction of the 28-gun frigate Trumbull was
carried out 20 miles up the Connecticut River at the
Chatham shipyards. Under the supervision of Silas
Deane, and his brother Barnabas, the frigate was
completed and launched on 5 September 1776.
In the selection and appointment of a commander
for the frigate and a captain of Marines, nepotism
was the rule. On 22 August, Congress appointed
Deane’s brother-in-law, Dudley Saltonstall, to the
Trumbull’s command, followed shortly thereafter by
the appointment of Dudley’s brother, Gilbert, as
captain of Marines.**” Two months later, on 16 Octo-
ber, Jacob White was selected for the post of lieu-
tenant of Marines on board the frigate.*®

The two frigates built by Lancaster Burling on the
Hudson at Poughkeepsie, were the Montgomery, 28,
and the Congress, 24. Although the frigates were
never completed, a captain and a lieutenant of Ma-
rines were selected. In response to the wishes of
Congress, the New York Committee of Safety, on 4
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Draft of the Frigate Randolph.

December 1776, nominated Victor Bicker, Jr., as
lieutenant of Marines for the Congress, gave him 200
dollars, and directed him to enlist 30 Marines, who
would receive ““Continental Bounty Pay and Ra-
tions.” The Marines were assigned to guard the two
frigates and stores “belonging to the Continent” at
Poughkeepsie during the winter.*** Lieutenant Bicker
and his 30 men served with the Congress until 6
October 1777, when the frigate was burned to pre-
vent her capture,

Sometime early in 1777, the New York Committee
of Safety appointed William Matthewman, captain
of Marines for the frigate Montgomery. A veteran of
three month’s service with the 4th New York Regi-
ment, Matthewman, like Bicker, remained with the
frigate until 6 October 1777, when she, too, was de-
stroyed in order to prevent her capture by the
British**¢

Under the supervision of Samuel Purviance, Jr., an®
energetic Baltimore merchantman, the frigate Vir-
ginia, 28, was constructed in the shipyards of Mr,
George Wells at the Maryland seaport, Although the
ship was launched in the fall of 1776, the Maryland
delegates to Congress proposed to the Marine Com-
mittee in late June, that John Stewart be appointed
captain of Marines, Thomas Pownal first lieutenant,
and Richard Harrison second lieutenant.’** The com-
mission of all three men, previously officers in the
Maryland militia, were confirmed by Congress on 25
June 1776. Captain Stewart and Lieutenant Harrison,
however, were later removed and replaced by James

Disney (22 October 1776), and Thomas Plunkett (9
December 1776}, respectively.#

The Randolph, 32, Washington, 32, Effingham, 28,
and the Delaware, 24, were built at or near Philadel-
phia. Their construction, unlike the other nine frig-
ates, was directed by the Marine Committee itself.*

The Marine Committee hoped that at least some
of the new frigates would cruise before the end of
the year, But for a number of reasons, none got to
sea in 1776. The major obstacle was the enlistment
and retention of seamen and Marines. Commodore
Hopkins summed up the problem when he stated:
“The whole attention of merchants and seamen at
present seems to be on Privateers.,” To counteract
the attractions offered by privateers, Hopkins urged
that Congress liberalize the allotment of prize
money.*®® His suggestion was accepted on 30 Octo-
ber. After 1 November 1776, officers, seamen, and
Marines of Continental ships would be entitled to
one-half the value of merchantmen, transports, and
store ships taken, and the whole value of warships
and enemy privateers.’® This revision had little ef-
fect. On numerous occasions throughout the re-
mainder of the war, Continental vessels were laid
up due to the jack of seamen and Marines, but pri-
vateers suffered from no such deficiency.

In addition to offering liberalized prize shares,
Congress raised the pay of all ranks in the navy, but
only two in the Marines. The pay of a captain of

* The appointment of Marine officers to the four frigates
built at Philadelphia-will be detailed in Chapter V,
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Marines was raised from 2625 dollars per month to’
30, while a lieutenant’s pay was increased from 18
to 20 dollars per month. The monthly pay for a ser-
geant, corporal, drummer, fifer, and private, how-
ever, remained the same as established by Congress
in November 1775. The pay of all Marine “Non-com-
missioned officers and soldiers’” was based on the
wage scale for those of equal rank in the “land
service.”’ %

To further separate Continental naval and Marine
officers from those in the private service, the Marine'
Committee prescribed a distinctive uniform for
each in September 1776. Opting for the traditional
blue color of British naval uniforms with minor
modifications in color and cut, the committee
settled upon a blue coat with red lapels and cuffs
and yellow metal buttons, a red waistcoat, blue
breeches, white stockings, and the usual tricorn hat
for American naval officers. For Marine officers, the
color chosen was green:

A Green Coat faced with white, Round Cuiffs, Slash’d
Sleeves and Pockets; with Buttons round the Cuff, Silver
Epaulett on the right Shoulder—Skirts turn’d back, But-
tons to suit the Faceings.

White waistcoat and Brieches edged with Green, Black

Gaiters & Garters.

Green shirts for the Men if they can be procured.*™
Why the color green was selected remains a mys-
tery, although there are numerous theories. Some
attribute the selection to an attempt to imi-

tate the green uniforms of John Cadwalader’s com-
pany of Philadelphia militia who wore “green short
coats faced with white, white vests & breeches,
black knee bands & epaulet, dashes of cloth but-
toned at the sides, extending to the calves of the
legs & white silk stockings.” *** Others attribute it
to the availability of green-dyed material. Still others
suggest that supplies of green cloth might have come
from the depots of captured enemy clothing. For
whatever reason lay behind the choice, the colors
green and white were to dominate Marine clothing
throughout the Revolution.

At the end of 1776, the Continental Marines com-
pleted their first year of operations. [t was a year
which saw the disintegration of centralized control.
No longer would the Marines be as closely knit as
the group envisioned by Congress in November
1775. With the construction of the 13 new frigates,
and the addition of several reconditioned vessels to
the Continental Navy, Marine companies were
raised independently of the original battalion struc-
ture written into the 10 November resolve. What
began as a small expeditionary force of 234 men in
January 1776, by the end of the year had grown into
a fragmented force of over 600. The developments
of 1776 ensured that the Continental Marines would
never again achieve the status of an independent
“corps,” which had been their position in late De-
cember 1775.










MARINES WITH WASHINGTON AT PRINCETON, 3 JANUARY"1777.

The first attempt by Continental Marines and Philadelphia militiamen to
dislodge the British before Princeton failed. This painting portrays General
George Washington rallying them for a second attempt in which they
succeeded in scattering the defenders and halting the enemy campaign.



CHAPTER V

The Trenton-Princeton
Campaign

Four New Companies

Late spring 1776 was a period of inactivity for Ma=
ring Captain Samuel Nicholas. Following the Con-
tinental Fleet's return from the Bahamas, Captain
Nicholas remained on board the Alfred in hope that
she would soon put to sea. As spring turned to
summer, the ship was virtually stripped of seamen
and Marines to man the smaller vessels of the fleet.
Nicholas was the fleet’s senior Marine captain and
thus not eligible to command one of the smaller
Marine detachments. His prospects for a cruise in
the near future were dim, and so he asked that he
be permitted to return to Philadelphia on personal
business. Commodore Hopkins granted his request
in mid-June, and sent him off to the seat of govern-
ment with dispatches for Congress; considering him
“very Capable of giving . . . an impartial history of
our whole proceedings.”*

Upon his arrival at Philadelphia, Captain Nicholas
immediately waited on John Hancock, who informed
him that Congress had conferred a majority upon
him several days before. Hancock then directed him
to report to the Marine Committee, which at the
time was beginning its inquiry into the conduct of
Commodore Hopkins during the New Providence
raid and complaints against Captains Dudley Salton-
stall and Abraham Whipple. Nicholas’ appearance
before the Committee was short, and after complet-
ing his personal business, he asked to be returned
to the fleet in Rhode Island. Instead of complying
with the request, the Marine Committee detached
him from the Alfred and ordered him to remain in
Philadeiphia to organize and discipline the “four
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Companies of Men being then raising for the Frigates
on the Stocks.”*®

On 25 June, Congress appointed officers to head
the Marine detachments of the four frigates being
built at or near Philadelphia, Benjamin Dean of
Philadelphia was designated as captain of Marines
on board the 32-gun frigate Washington. Two other
Philadelphia residents, Peregrine Brown and Abel
Morgan, were to serve as his first and second lieu-
tenants, respectively. Samuel Shaw became captain
of Marines on board the second 32-gun frigate, Ran-
dolph, and Franklin Reed his first lieutenant. The
position of second lieutenant was filled in Septem-
her with the selection of a Frenchman from the West
Indies, one Panatiere de la Falconniere. Heading the
list of Marine officers appointed to the 28-gun frig-
ate Fffingham was the young Philadelphia school-
master, astronomer, and mathematician, Andrew
Porter. Daniel Henderson was appointed his first
lieutenant, and James McClure served as second lieu-
tenant. The smaliest of the four frigates was the
Delaware of 24 guns; its Marine detachment was
officered by Captain Robert Mullan, a Philadelphia
innkeeper. Selected as his subordinates were David
Love, first ljeutenant, and Hugh Montgomery, sec:
ond lieytenant.?

Two other men were also appointed Marine of-
ficers on the 25th. Joseph Hardy was selected as
captain of Marines. At the time he was ship’s clerk
on board the Columbus and continued as such
throughout the remainder of the year. William Gill-
more was commisdioned second lieutenant, but fo
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Andrew Porter, by Edward Marchant.

which ship he was assigned remains unknown. indi-
cations are that he served as an extra lieutenant for
the four companies until early December when he
resigned his commission and joined the army.*
Recruitment of men for the four Marine com-
panies was begun almost immediately. On the day
Robert Mullan was appointed he enlisted two
brothers, Collin and Peter York, whom he
designated as the company’s drummer and fifer.®
Mullan then established a rendezvous at his inn,
Tun Tavern on the east side of South Water Street,
between Chestnut and Walnut Streets, from which
his two lieutenants made frequent recruiting forays.
The city of Philadelphia proved to be the major
source of recruits for Mullan’s company, but not the
only one, for Lieutenants Love and Montgomery
roamed as far west as Lancaster and as far south as
Kent County, Maryland.** Officers of the other
three companies followed the same pattern in re-
cruitment as did Robert Mullan; the only exception

* Among the men recruited by Mullan were two blacks,
1saac Walker, and ““Orange Negro.” Both received the same
pay and allowances as the white enlisted man, and it is
assumed that they performed the same duties.

being Andrew Porter. While his lieutenant, Daniel
Henderson, scoured the countryside for recruits,
Porter concentrated on his schoo! where about 100
students were enrolled. It is probable that a number
joined their headmaster and volunteered for service
with the Marines.”

Throughout July and August recruitment pro-
gressed slowly and, as in previous periods, men
often regretted their decision. On 14 August, Frank-
lin Reed, first lieutenant in Captain Shaw’s company,
reported the first deserter, one “Angus Cameron,
born in [reland, about 5 feet 8 or 9 inches high, dark
complexion, with short black hair, curled behind, a
little pock marked, about 30 years of age.” Lieuten-
ant Reed offered 30 shillings reward and a payment
of “all reasonable charges,” but he had no takers.
The advertisement was repeated the following
month, again without success.®

In late August, while Marines were still being en-
listed, Nicholas requested arms. Congress complied
with the request by directing the Secret Commitlee
on 22 August to deliver ta Major Nicholas a number
of muskets sufficient to arm the Marines.® But it was
only through the influence of Nicholas and the pres-
sure of his friends that he succeeded in retaining
these arms, for on the 29th, Congress directed that
the Secret Committee provide the German Battalion
with “proper arms,” and if it could not otherwise do
50 it should use for ““this purpose the arms ordered
to be put into the hands of the marines.”

Activities of the four companies of Continental
Marines stationed in Philadelphia consisted mainly
of guard duty. On 16 September, at the request of
Pennsylvania’s Council of Safety, Congress ordered
Major Nicholas to provide daily guards for each of
the four frigates, in addition to the state prison, and
the powder stores belonging to the Continent.” One
week later Congress partially reversed its previous
order and directed that two of the companies march
immediately to Fort Montgomery on the Hudson
River, there to guard Continental stores, and the
frigates Congress and Montgomery."* But because
of enemy threats to the city, the two Marine com-
panies remained at their posts in Philadelphia.

In early October, speculation was that British Gen-
eral Sir William Howe would soon send a portion of
his army from New York to invade Pennsylvania.
Committees were organized by both the Continental
Congress and the Pennsylvania Council of Safety to
work out a joint plan of defense. Pennsylvania’s
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three-man committee, on 16 October, submitted its
recommendations to the Continental Board of
War.™ in addition to two Virginia battalions and the
German Battalion, the committee suggested that the
four companies of Continental Marines be:
Continued in this State, or at Trenton or Billingsport,
in New lersey, as Necessary defence of this City, not only
against the British Troops, but the growing party of dis-
affected persons, which unhappily exists at this time;
also for the protection of the vast quantity of Stores be-
longing to Congress that are now in the public Maga-
zines; and at the same time to carry on such Works of
defence as have been or may be thought necessary.
The recommendations of the Pennsylvania commit-
tee were adopted, but with British troops seemingly
engaged in Westchester County, New York, for the
near future, the threat of an imminent invasion
quickly passed and was forgotten for the moment.
Major Nicholas, by early November, had a well-
organized and well-disciplined battalion of Marines
housed in comfortable barracks on Second Street in
the Northern Liberties, just above the city’s limits.
Their health was well taken care of for on 4 Novem-
ber Congress directed the celebrated Dr. Benjamin
Rush “to take them under his care, and see them
properly provided for.” ** Nevertheless, the desertion
rate was high, and few deserters ever returned to
duty. One who did was Henry Hassan, a private in
Robert Mullan’s company. On 24 November his
court-martial was held. Facing a board of five offi-

cers headed by Mullan, Hassan pleaded guilty to the.

charges of desertion and quitting his guard post
without being properly relieved. The sentence was
severe: “fifty lashes for Desertion & Twenty one
Lashes for Quiting his guard,” to be “on his bare
Back well laid on at the head of his Company.”*®
Private Hassan was returned lo duty, but a little over
a month later he deserted a second time.™”

Philadelphia, although it had considered the threat
of a British invasion in October of no real alarm,
was disturbed in mid-November with a report that
a large enemy fleet was moving southward from
Sandy Hook. In response, Congress directed the Ma-
rine Committee to arrange its naval forces in the
Delaware “as will best conduce to defeat the designs
of the enemy.”* One of the measures adopted by
the Committee was to have the Randolph made
ready for sea. Captain Samuel Shaw’s company of
Marines was ordered from the barracks to the frig-
ate, and a rendezvous was opened for the immedi-
ate enlistment of a crew. Even though the rumored
enemy fleet proved to be a group of British mer-
chantmen returning to England, preparation of the
Randolph for sea duty continued.

Fort Washington fell on 16 November and Fort
Lee on the 20th; the British were in New Jersey and
a real threat to Philadelphia. The defense of the
capital, therefore, took precedence over the man-
ning of the Randoiph.

General Washington and his army were in a pre-
carious situation by late November 1776. After the
fall of New York, Washington had been forced to
withdraw to Harlem Heights, then to White Plains,
and then to Peekskill in upper Westchester County.
He crossed the Hudson on 13 November and began
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his painful retreat to Hackensack, to Newark, to Eliz-
abethtown, and then to Brunswick. There, on 30 No-
vember, Washington penned a letter to John Han-
cock in which he pleaded for reinforcements:
“Their arrival is much to be wished, the situation of

our Affairs being truly alarming and such as demands

the earliest aids.”’'® But major reinforcements were
slow in coming. With a confident British force of
10,000 in pursuit, Washington’s weakened army of
3,000 abandoned Brunswick on 2 December,
marched through Princeton, and then halted on the
east bank of the Delaware River at Trenton.

Off to Trenton

News of the British occupation of Brunswick and
their design to march toward Philadelphia, sent the
city into near panic on 2 December. Townsfolk
quickly loaded wagons with belongings and pre-
pared to forsake the city for sheiter with relatives in
the countryside. On orders of the Council of Safety,
shops were closed, schools shut, and all citizens and
militia ordered out to defend the city. By late after-
noon, as one diarist recorded, Philadelphia tock on
a martial appearance.”* Among the troops called
out were the three companies of Continental Ma-
rines, Captain Shaw’s campany being on board the

[ohn Cadwalader, by Edward Bawers.

Randolph. Muskets were inspected and bayonets
and cartouch boxes issued. All was ready by night-
fall, and the three companies, less the sick and a
skeleton guard for the frigates, hoarded gondolas
for the trip up the Delaware River to Trenton where
they would assist Washington.”

The situation in Philadelphia remdined chaotic
following the Marines’ departure. The Associators
(militia) composed of clerks and shopkeepers of the
city and the Northern Liberties were ordered to
assemble and be formed into a brigade on the 3rd,
which was placed under the command of Colonel
John Cadwalader.”* The brigade was divided into
three battalions: the first commanded by Colonel
Jacob Morgan; the second by Colonel John Bayard;
and the third by Lieutenant Colonel John Nixon.*
In all the brigade numbered approximately 1,200
men. Colonel Cadwalader with a portion of the bri-
gade—well clothed, although poorly armed—
marched northward on 5 December to join Wash-
ington; the remainder were to follow the next day.

After a rather cold and snowy march along the
Bristol Road, Colonel Cadwalader assembled his
troops opposite Trenton and then crossed the Dela-
ware. General Washington, although he first con-
templated sending Cadwalader to reinforce the rear
guard at Princeton, ordered him on 7 December to
remain at Trenton and await the arrival of the rest
of his brigade. In the meantime, Washington re-
quested that he take the seamen from the frigates
Delaware and Washington under Captains Charles
Alexander and Thomas Read, and Major Nicholas’
Marines in his charge, “till a further disposition of
them can be made, if necessary, letting me know in
the meanwhile if they came out resclved to act upon
Land or meant to confine their Services to the Water
only,”#



The Trenton-Princeton Campaign L5

General Washington’s Retreat

Somewhat puzzled at the week-long inactivity of
the British at Brunswick, Washington started out for
Princeton with about 1,200 men to reinforce Gen-
eral Lord Stirling {William Alexander) later on the
7th. His march was halted by the receipt of news
that the enemy was advancing and that an attempt
would be made to cut off the troops at Princeton. In-
stead of proceeding farther, Washington ordered an
immediate retreat to Trenton and then a withdrawal
across the Delaware. In the process, everything of
value that could be used by the British to con-
tinue the chase was either destroyed or removed to
safety.*

General Howe's pursuit of Washington across
New lersey was slow and cautious. Reaching Prince-
ton on the 7th, he divided his forces into two corps;
the first under Major General James Grant was to
advance southward, directly to Trenton, and the sec-
ond under Major General Charles Cornwallis was to
march to Maidenhead, halfway between Trenton
and Princeton. The next day the vanguard of Grant's
troops reached Trenton, just as the last of the
Americans were crossing the river into Pennsylvania.
But as Washington had ordered the removal of all
boats from the east bank of the river and the posi-
tioning of cannon on the west, the British advance
was abruptly checked on the 8th. Cornwallis’ troops
searched the east bank as far as Coryell’s Ferry, 15
miles above Trenton, but no boats were to be found.
Once Howe learned that Grant and Cornwallis had
lost momentum, he abandoned the planned inva-
sion of Pennsylvania and established a line of armed
camps stretching from Hackensack to Burlington on
the Delaware. As soon as the camps were organized
and the troops moved into quarters, Howe departed
New Jersey for New York City, there to spend the
winter months.*

Washington remained convinced that Cornwallis
‘had been stopped only temporarily by the river.
Word was received on the 10th that the British
were repairing the bridges below Trenton and as
the general wrote Congress, it “seems to indi-
cate an intention of their passing lower down.”*!
Responding to the British moves, Washington re-
quested that the Pennsylvania Council of Safety
order Commodore Thomas Seymour of the state

Charles Cornwallis, by Thomas Gainsborough.

navy to send one of his galleys up the river as far as
Dunk’s Ferry in order to gain intelligence on enemy
movements in the area.® In addition, he ordered
Cadwalader’'s third battalion to Dunk’s Ferry to
guard the crossing, and a scouting party of Pennsyi-
vania riffemen across the Delaware, near Borden-
town.*

Two hours before daylight on 11 December,
Colonel Carl E. U. von Donop of the Jaeger corps
of Hesse-Cassel left Trenton with a detachment,
passed over Crosswicks Creek, and proceeded south-
ward to take possession of Bordentown and Bur-
lington. Some resistance was offered by the local
militia, but the Hessians reached Bordentown and
moved on to Bustleton. A short distance from Bus-
tleton, they encountered the American scouting
party and forced it to withdraw across the Dela-
ware. Upon his arrival at Burlington, von Donop
was informed that his presence would subject
the town to a cannonade from several galleys
under Commodore Seymour, which had recently
anchored off the town. He urged that a delegation
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of townspeople confer with the commodore, and
then he and his officers retired to await Seymour’s
answer. Meanwhile, Hessian guards were seen pa-
trolling the streets of Burlington and immediately
the fleet opened fire. Commodore Seymour then
informed the town that if Hessians had indeed oc-
cupied it, he would have no mercy on the place.
Upon hearing of Seymour's answer, von Donop
concluded that it was unwise to continue his opera-
tions, and he withdrew northward. The following
day, Marines of the Pennsylvania privateer Hancock
under Captain William Shippin, “a smart little fel-
low,” occupied the town.** A foothold within
striking distance of British forces had been gained.

Reports from the scouting party and Commodore
Seymour confirmed Washington’s suspicions. Based
on the reports, General Washington on the 12th
began to deploy the remainder of his forces along
the Delaware River to the south. Brigadier General
Philemon Dickinson was to secure Yardley's Ferry
and place his troops along a front extending to a

point two miles below the ferry where Brigadier
General James Ewing's sector began.*® General Ewing
was to make his headquarters at a ford near Hoop's
Miil on Biles Creek and occupy a front which
stretched as far as the Bordentown Ferry.** Colonel
Cadwalader took over the ground south of Ewing
down to Dunk’s Ferry, with his headquarters at Bris-
tol. All three officers received somewhat the same
orders: “Spare no pains or expence to get Intelli-
gence of the Enemy’s motions and intentions”; de-
fend against a British attempt to cross the river; and
if routed to withdraw to “the strong ground near
German Town."3®

Cadwalader’s forces moved into Bristol on the
13th and the following day quarters were assigned.
The Marines were boarded in the town’s Quaker
Meeting House, while Major Nicholas was quartered
at Bessonet’s Tavern. Accommodations for the re-
mainder of the brigade were found in several public
houses and private homes scattered about the
town.**

The Randolph Readied

As General Washington set up a defensive line
along the western bank of the Delaware, General
Israel Putnam took charge of the defense of Phila-
delphia. But before much could be done, an express
rode in from the Delaware Capes with news that
HMS Roebuck had anchored off the bay, blocking
exit to the sea.®® Congress immediately became pan-
icky. The Marine Committee was directed to send
fast sailing vessels to cruise off the capes and warn
inbound merchantmen of the danger. General Put-
nam was given complete charge of the city’s de-
fenses and was to have combustibles prepared to
burn the frigates and other Continental vessels
should they be in danger of failing into enemy
hands. Congress next turned its attention to the two
vessels about ready for duty—the Randolph and the
sloop Hornet. Both were directed to observe Put-
pam's orders “in preventing the enemy from passing
the Delaware.”” Congress then made a unique
bounty offer to the officers, seamen, and Marines of
the Randolph. When the “General has no further

* Several days later Shippin and his small company of
Marines were attached to Cadwalader’s 2d battalion.

occasion for the use of the frigate Randolph, for the
defence of this city,” resolved Congress, and if Cap-
tain Biddle succeeds in getting to sea, “’this Congress
will reward him and his people with a present of
10,000 dollars.” Congress then adjourned to Balti-
more and gave to General Washington dictatorial
powers in ““all things relative to the department, and
to the operations of war.”"**

Congress left behind one of its most able and
energetic members, Robert Morris. Determined not
to put Continental vessels to the torch, Morris pro-
posed to General Putnam that the Randolph and
Hornet be sent to sea immediately; Putnam “readily
consented.” Morris then proceeded to supply the
Randofph with powder and ammunition as Captain
Biddle obtained additional hands from the city
prison. Believing that the frigate had “Seamen &
Marines sufficient to work the Ship,” and that it was
better to send her to sea shorthanded than “to let
her remain & be destroyed,” Morris ordered the
Randolph out of port on the 13th:

You are therefore to repair on bd the Randolph
Frigate of wch you are Commander and proceed with
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all possible diligence to Sea. We shall not at this time
prescribe to you where you are to Cruize nor form any
plan whereby to distress our Enemies—the first Object
is to get the Ship well manned and for this purpose
you may Cruize where you think is the best Chance of
meeting Merchantmen or Transports without Encounter-
ing Frigates &c we find by [expelrience the Seamen
taken in prizes are in Gneral very [willling to enter into
our Service we think you will be able [in] this Manner to
compleat your Number admitting [all] such as enter
freely & induce them thereto show [the valricus Encour-
agement given by Congress .

After the Randolph was sufficiently manned, Biddle
was to return and cruise the coast for enemy ship-
ping destined for New York.”

Instructions to Captain James Nicholson of the
Hornet, who had recently arrived with a group of
seamen and Marines from Baltimore, varied from
those issued to Biddle. Since the Hornet was suffi-
ciently manned, she was directed to proceed to
South Carolina after clearing the capes, and from
thence to Martinique where supplies might be ob-
tained for the army.?®

The Randolph and Hornet cast off from Fort Island
with the tide on 14 December and dropped down
to the chevaux-de-frise below Hog Island. The fol-
lowing day an express overtook them with letters for
the Hornet and a request that the two ships put into
Chester to await 2 merchantman destined for France.
While anchored at Chester, a pilot boat arrived from
Philadelphia bearing an urgent dispatch from Morris
recalling both ships. According to the latest infor-
mation, the Roebuck had recently been reinforced
by the armed sloop Falcon and two bomb ketches,
therefore both ships would be in great danger
should they proceed farther down the river. “My
labours appear to be lost,” Morris wrote Congress
two days later, “and sorry | am for the disappoint-
ment.” He, however, was hopeful that “the first
smart northwester”” would drive away the blockaders
and open the way for the two vessels to get to sea.®

The safety of the Randolph and Hornet was not
Morris’ only concern. On the 13th he wrote General
Washington requesting his cooperation in endeavor-
ing to save another frigate, the Defaware. Specifi-
cally he asked that her captain (Charles Alexander),
seamen and Marines be permitted to return to Phil-
adelphia in order that the frigate could be taken to
sea as soon as possible.** Washington immediately
forwarded the letter to Colonel Cadwalader, under
whose command they had been placed. Upon re-
ceipt of Morris’ urgent request, Cadwalader ordered
Captain Alexander and his seamen back to Philadel-

phia and directed that a group of Marines be assem-
bled. Major Nicholas responded by taking a draft of
men from each of the three companies and forming
a 20-man detachment which he placed under the
command of Lieutenants Daniel Henderson and
David Love.*

The formation of the detachment of Marines for
the Delaware called for an immediate shift among
officers. To replace David Love, Sergeant James
Coakley was elevated to the temporary rank of first
lieutenant and Peter Bedford, a friend of Robert
Mullan, replaced Hugh Montgomery, who had re-
cently been assigned the duty of quartermaster for
the Marines. Second Lieutenant James McClure
filled the vacancy left by Danie! Henderson, but a
new lieutenant was not appointed by Captain Porter
10 replace McClure. In addition, about this time a
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familiar Marine capfain, Isaac Craig, joined Nicholas:
as adjutant.*®

The loss of 20 men from Major Nicholas’ Marines
seems to have had little effect upon Cadwalader’s
command at Bristol, for the British had gone into
winter quarters on 14 December and all was quiet
for the moment. The Marines, even though they now
numbered approximately 130 officers and men, were
required to contribute their original share of the

brigade’s main guard: one corporal, eight privates,
and a company commander on a rotating basis as
captain of the guard. The function of the main guard
at Bristo! and smaller sector guards posted along the
brigade’s share of the Delaware River was not only
to defend the western bank, but to gather informa-
tion and harass the enemy since there was always
the possibility of a British attack. It was this possi-
bility that continually plagued General Washington.**

Washington’s Important Stroke

At no time since he established the thin defense
along the Delaware’s western bank was Washington
free of the apprehension that an enemy crossing was
planned. He was also aware that if such a plan were
carried out in the near future, his troops could not
hold, and their collapse would prove disastrous to
both the army and possibly the cause. And there
was also 31 December, the day when his whole
army might practically disappear due to expiration
of enlistments. Therefore, the only solution to his

many problems was to take the initiative and attack.

As early as 14 December, Washington expressed
the hope that if reinforced by troops under General
Lee, he might “under the smiles of providence, . .
effect an important stroke.”* News of the with-
drawal of General Howe’s main force to New York
and the scattered disposition of the remaining
troops was encouraging. A decision had to be made
and a definite plan evolved, for such an enterprise
would risk the whole army. By the 24th, Washington
had formulated a plan which he presented to his
commanders. After short discussions, the plan was
adopted.

The primary object of Washington’s “important
stroke” was Trenton. The river was to be crossed in
three places by three separate divisions. Brigadier
General Cadwalader was to command one, com-
posed of his own brigade, Colonel Daniel Hitch-
cock's brigade of Rhode Island Continentals, and a
company of Delaware militia under Captain Thomas
Rodney. This division was to cross the river near
Bristol, and together with Colonel Samuel Griffin’s
troops, who were already in New jersey, move
northward and join Washington at Trenton.*

To the north of General Cadwalader was the sec-
ond diviston under Brigadier General Ewing. Chiefly
composed of Pennsylvania militia, Ewing’s division.
was to cross the river at Trenton Ferry, just below
the town. Once on the Jersey side, the plan called
for Ewing to seize the Assunpink Bridge to pre-
vent the Hessians in Trenton from escaping the at-
tack launched by the principal division.
Tshington felt obliged to promote Cadwalader to the

rank of Brigadier General of the militia since his command
was to include a Continental colonel.
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The third and principal division was commanded
by Washington. It was made up of about 2,400 men
from the forces which had been involved in the
initial retreat across New Jersey. General Washing-
ton’s force was to cross at McKonkey’s Ferry, about

nine miles above Trenton, and then march to the
town. Once his own and Ewing’s divisions had taken
Trenton, and after Cadwalader had joined them,
Washington planned to push toward the British posts
at Princeton and Brunswick.

Washington Crosses the Delaware

On Christmas day in Trenton, the 1,400 Hessians
under Colone! Johann Gottlieb Rall celebrated the
holiday in the usual German manner with drinking
and feasting, but in the American camp across the
river, the day was spent assembling the troops
which would cross the Delaware that night. As the
day progressed, a snow storm set in and the wind
picked up from the northeast. At six in the evening,
the first of Washington’s troops loaded into boats and
put across the river. Unit after unit followed, but by
midnight the river ice had so slowed progress that
the force was three hours behind schedule. It was
not until four the following morning that the divi-
sion formed and began to march.

About four miles from McKonkey’s Ferry, Wash-
ington halted his column to give the men time to ad-
just to the intensified storm. When the order to
march was given, the division split into two corps;
the first under General Nathanael Greene swung left
and took the Pennington Road, while General Arthur
St. Clair proceeded down the River Road. Within a
mile of Trenton, Greene’s force divided once again,
forming a rough semi-circle about the town. After
driving in some Hessian pickets north of town at
seven, the main attack on Trenton began.

When orders were given to advance, Captains
Thomas Forrest and Alexander Hamilton of the artil-
lery trained their six field-pieces down King and
Queen Streets and immediately opened fire. The
shots tore into the ranks of alerted Hessians who
gave two volleys and then withdrew in confusion.
Driven to the edge of town, Colonel Rall reformed
his broken lines and started back, intending to make
a bayonet charge. But as his men marched back
accompanied by the regimental band, it was already
too late; the Americans were everywhere. From each
window and doorway they picked off the returning
Hessians. Colonel Rall ordered a charge and then a

retreat, but the Americans now held Assunpink
Bridge and there was no escape to the south, so Rall
signaled a withdrawal to an orchard at the south-
east end of town. He had hardly given the order
when two bullets struck him in the side and he was
carried into a nearby house where he later died.

Without their commander, Rall’'s men continued
their flight to the orchard and then north, seeking a
way out, but the situation was hopeless and they
surrendered. Meanwhile, a second group of Hes-
sions under Major von Dechow tried to cross the
Assunpink, but they were met and driven back.
They, too, were finally forced to lower their colors
and ground their muskets.

Washington’s losses during the two-hour battle
were light: one killed and three wounded. Hessian
losses, on the other hand, were heavy: 22 killed, 83
wounded, and 891 captured. Only about 40 percent
of Rall’s force managed to escape, either to Borden-
town or Princeton.
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Cadwalader Fails

While Washington’s force had fuifilled its assign-
ment, the two planned crossings to the south were
complete failures. “About dark,” General Cadwala-
der moved his troops out of their quarters at Bristol
toward Neshaminy Ferry where they planned to
cross the Delaware. Colonel Timothy Matlack’s bat-
talion of Pennsylvania riflemen led the march fol-
lowed by the light infantry and militia; Continental
troops brought up the rear. Major Nicholas’ Marines
accompanied the mifitia.*®

Upon the division’s arrival at Neshaminy Ferry,
Cadwalader found the river choked with ice and
the crossing was delayed. Finally, the decision was
made to abandon Neshaminy for Dunk’s Ferry sev-
eral miles below, in hope of finding a better cross-
ing. There Matlack’s battalion embarked in several
large boats to cover the landing of the remainder of
the division. They landed on the Jersey shore with
great difficulty, having traversed about 150 yards of
ice before reaching the river bank. About 200 yards
inland, the advance party formed and awaited the
others. Shortly after Matlack’s battalion was ashore,
the 1st and 3rd battalions of Philadelphia Asso-
ciators started to cross. As the last of the Associators
landed, the storm increased and the ice began to

thicken. Not wanting to risk his fieldpieces on the

newly formed ice, Cadwalader ordered his men
back to the Pennsylvania side.**

General James Ewing was much less daring thar
Cadwalader. After surveying the river conditions at
Trenton Ferry, he thought a crossing impossible,
and thus did not attempt one.

Following the swift and complete victory at
Trenton, Washington recrossed the Delaware into
Pennsylvania and immediately dispatched his pris-
oners to Philadelphia where Robert Morris was
again trying to get the Randolph to sea. The enemy
ships were still in Delaware Bay, and Captain Biddle
was more reluctant than ever to proceed without a
full ship’s complement. At year’s end, Morris ex-
pressed his diasappointment with the Randolph’s
captain and crew in a letter to Richard Henry Lee:

You cannot conceive how | am vexed & mortified to
find after the deal of pains & trouble | have taken that
the Randolph Frigate is still at the Piers & lce making
in the River, but the Officers of that Ship show great
reluctance to go away without being compleatly manned
& that is not possible, she might have been at Sea be-
fore now had they exerted themselves for that purpose
but they had constantly in View to wait for more Men,
this has its foundation in a noble principle which has
hindered me from complaining to the Marine Committee,
altho | have scolded the Officers like a Bitter Whore for
their dilatoriness; they say they wish to Fight & not to
run, | tell them they must run until they can fight.¥

With the victory at Trenton, the immediate threat
to Philadelphia was removed, and thus it was no
longer necessary to send the Randolph to sea.

Into New Jersey

Late on 26 December, Washington, at his head-
quarters at Newtown, Pennsylvania, received a
letter from Genera! Cadwalader explaining the rea-
sons for his failure to complete the crossing of the
Delaware. Having not yet been advised of Wash-
ington’s present position, Cadwalader added that
he planned another attempt to cross the river the
following morning.*® Washington hurriedly dis-
patched a letter to Bristol informing Cadwalader
that he had returned to Pennsylvania and asked that
he defer his “intended Operations till you hear from
me.””** Cadwalader failed to receive the letter in

time, and at sunrise on the 27th “proceeded about
2 Miles above Bristol & embarked.”*®

By one in the afternoon, all except Colonel Hitch-
cock’s regiment had crossed the river. As his initial
contingent was about to embark, a messenger ar-
rived and announced that Washington had returned
to Pennsylvania. Hitchcock thereupon decided
against crossing. When Cadwalader received the
news he immediately called a conference of his
officers, and after considerable debate it was de-
cided to remain in New Jersey until further orders.
The discussion then turned to possible courses of
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action: “some were for proceeding to Mount Holly
to attack the Hessians,’” while others were inclined
“to march on to Bordentown which might be ex-
pected to be weakly provided with Troops.” An
alternate suggestion that the force proceed to
Burlington, however, was adopted and ordered
Cadwalader's forces reached Burlington about
nine in the evening on the 27th, but found no
enemy troops. Colonel Joseph Reed, who had
scouted ahead, sent back word that the way to
Bordentown was clear. At four the following morn-
ing, Cadwalader moved his forces to Bordentown
where they took possession of a large quantity of
abandoned Hessian stores, but found no food. After
surveying the devastation wrought by the enemy in

their retreat, Cadwalader pushed on to Crosswicks,

four miles to the northeast, where food for his men
was procured.®

Washington had planned to return to New Jersey
anyway, but Cadwalader’s crossing seemed to have
forced his hand, therefore he devoted the day be-
fore the scheduled crossing to the subject of reen-
listments. Fortunately, Congress had voted him the
authority to offer each man whose enlistment was
about to expire, a bounty of ten dollars if he de-
cided to remain an extra six weeks. Washington
approached each Continental regiment with the
bounty offer in turn, but only 1,500 out of an
original force of 2,400 agreed to the additional
service, On the 29th his depleted army started to
cross the Delaware, but it was two days before
they entered Trenton.

Meanwhile at Crosswicks, Cadwalader was deter-
mined to push to Allentown, but his officers balked,
declaring “it was madness to attempt it; for it would
use up all our brave men not one of whom had
yet given out but were dreadfully fatigued.”** Cad-
walader, however, remained resolute and on the
evening of the 28th sent a party to Allentown and
then on to Cranbury to gather intelligence. The
remainder of the division stayed on in Crosswicks
where quarters and food were obtained. During
the next three days Cadwalader maintained his
position by sending out small patrols into the
countryside. On one such partol, Nicholas and his
Marines captured a British sympathizer who in-
formed them that the ex-sheriff of Monmouth,
Colonel John Lawrence, was collecting men at the
Monmouth Court House. According to the prisoner,
Lawrence had thus far enlisted 70 men and im-
prisoned 20 Americans for refusing to join his band
of Tories. Nicholas immediately requested permis-
sion to go after Lawrence, but Cadwalader refused,
noting that ‘it was not an object at this time.”™
Washington, aithough he left the decision up to
Cadwalader, thought that if “it is not too far distant
from your Army, it will certainly have a good effect
to quell such Insurrections.”*

The last day of 1776 found Washington again
busily engaged in persuading the Continental troops
to stay an additional six weeks. One by one the
regiments were paraded and formed into ranks.
Washington then addressed them:

‘My brave fellows, you have done all 1 asked you to
do, and more than could be reasonably expected; but
your country is at stake-your wives, your houses and all
that you hold dear. You have worn yoursefves out with
fatigues and hardships, but we know not how to spare
you. If you will consent to stay only one month longer,
you will render that service to the cause of liberty and
to your country which you probably never can do under
any other circumstances.’®

By New Year’s Day, Washington was able to muster
a total of 3,335 men.

With the question of enlistments settled, Wash-
ington began planning future operations. A council
of war was called on the evening of 1 January where
it was decided that Cadwalader’s troops at Cross-
wicks and General Thomas Mifflin’s forces at Bor-
dentown should be brought to Trenton. Further,
there is ample evidence that the council determined
to make an attack on Princeton by way of the
Quaker Road, instead of via the Trenton-Princeton
Road which might prove costly.*
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Assunpink

As Washington made preparations for future at:
tacks, a British retaliatory force of 8,000 was on the
march. At dawn on New Year's Day, Major General
James Grant moved the 4th Brigade, dragoons and

Hessian Grenadiers out of Brunswick. Six hours

later Grant's vanguard entered Princeton. The main
British force followed. Throughout the remainder
of the day he ordered the troops to be alert and
ready to march at a moment’s notice. Late that
evening, Major General Cornwallis arrived from
New York and immediately called a conference of
the officers where he announced his intention of
marching on Trenton the following morning. He
then ordered all troops, except the 4th Brigade and
16th Dragoons who were to garrison Princeton,
prepared for the march at daybreak.

At one in the morning on 2 January, Cadwalader’s
troops started out for Trenton. The roads were
muddy and the march tedious, but by sunrise the
bulk of Cadwalader's force had reached the town.
Soon after quarters were assigned and a meal begun,
the call to arms was sounded. Without delay the
brigades were assembled and moved to prepared
positions on the southern bank of Assunpink Creek.
General Mercer’s brigade was stationed at Phillip’s
Ford, about two miles up the creek. Below him was
General Cadwalader’'s command, positioned in an
open field about a mile from town. General St.
Clair's brigade was posted on the high ground east
of Assunpink Bridge.”

The British advance from Princeton began at eight:
on the 2nd. In three columns, Cornwallis’ force
passed through Maidenhead about noon and shortly
thereafter approached Shabakunk Creek. There they
met troops under Colonel Edward Hand which had
been sent forward to dispute the advance. For three
hours the Americans held until forced to retreat to
previously prepared positions at the northern end
of Trenton. There Hand again held off the British,
this time for an hour. As the enemy pressed for
ward, Hand was forced to yield ground a second
time to prevent being outflanked. At this point;
Washington ordered Hitchcock’s brigade across the
Assunpink 1o cover Hand’s retreat to the south side.
Hit in the front by Hessian Grenadiers and on the
right by British Light [nfantry, Hitchcock’s men
suddenly broke ranks and raced back to the bridge.

As the New Englanders spilled across the bridge,
Washington observed the British Light Infantry
approaching the creek below the bridge with the
apparent intention of crossing. Immediately Hitch-
cock’s brigade was ordered reassembled and sent
down, but American artillery intervened and drove
the enemy infantry back. The Hessian grenadiers
then attempted to force the bridge and Cadwala=
der’s light troops—Nicholas’ Marines among them—
were ordered “to fly to the support of that important.
post#” Again the enemy was repulsed.”

On to Princeton

After the Hessian withdrawal, both sides con-
tinued the artillery duel until mid-evening when the
two camps settled in for an uneasy night's rest. At
the British camp, some two miles northeast of
Assunpink Creek, Cornwallis decided to begin the
main attack at Phillip’s Ford the following morning.
In the American camp, Washington called a hasty
council of war. Should the fight at Trenton be con-
tinued or should they withdraw southward? Both
questions were heatedly debated. Then someone

observed that since the enemy’s main forces were
at Trenton, there should only be a small garrison
at Princeton and that an attack there would not only
gain sorely needed supplies but would avoid any
appearance of a retreat. The suggestion was imme-
diately taken up and a plan formulated. An attack
would be launched against Princeton, and if suc~
cessful, they would push on to Brunswick.®
Preparations for the march were begun at once.
Washington “ordered the guards to be doubled, a
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strong fatigue party to be set to work on an in-
trenchment across the road near . . . [Henry’s] mill,
within distinct hearing of the sentinels of the
enemy,” and the heavy baggage removed to Bur-
lington. He then directed that the campfires be
heaped with fence rails and kept burning until day-
light. An hour after midnight the troops were
“silently filed off by detachments” and the march to
Princeton commenced.®

“The night,”” recorded Major James Wilkinson,
“although cloudless, was extremely dark, and
though calm most severely cold, and the movement
was so cautiously conducted as to elude the vigi-
lance of the enemy.” The course followed by the
American army first took them through the woods
paralleling Mirty Run and then to Quaker Road
which ran from Princeton to Allentown.®* About
midway through the march “there was a cry that

they were surrounded by the Hessians and several
corps of [Mifflin’s] Militia broke and fied towards
Bordentown.” The rumor was false and the main
portion of the column “remained firm and pursued
their march without disorder.” At sunrise, the army
crossed Stony Brook bridge on Quaker Road and
halted in an open field beyond. Here Washington
divided his army into two columns. Mercer’s and
Cadwalader’s brigades under General Greene were
fo march up Quaker Road and secure the bridge
on the main road to Trenton. The second column
headed by Major General |ohn Sullivan was to take
Saw Mill Road and enter Princeton from the east.*®

As Washington’s ragged force of 6,000 stood less
than three miles from Princeton, an unsuspecting
British force of 700 under Lieutenant Colonel
Charles Mawhood began its march to Trenton.
Mawhood’s brigade consisted of the 17th and 55th

The Battle of Princeton, by Wiliam Mercer.
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Regiments of Foot, and one troop of the 16th
Dragoons; the 40th Regiment remained behind to
guard Princeton. Shorily after crossing Stony Brook,
Mawhood sighted a group of armed men emerging
from the woods to the south. Supposing them to be
part of the American army fleeing Cornwallis, Maw-
hood dispatched a mounted dragoon to reconnoiter.
He then ordered the 17th Regiment to withdraw
across the bridge to an orchard on the high ground
above the stream and the 55th to return to Princeton
with the supply train,

Mawhood had observed what proved to be the
vanguard of Mercer’'s brigade on its way to the
bridge. Mercer, thinking the enemy a small scouting
party sent from Princeton, pushed up the hill to
his right in hope of cutting off their retreat. As his
troops crested the hill and descended through the
orchard, Mawhood’s men who were entrenched be-
hind a bank, “rose and fired” at the Americans.
Their first shots, according to an American sergeant,
“passed over our heads, cutting the limbs of the
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trees under which we were marching.” The 17th
then retreated a short distance to their packs and
established a new line of battle. As the Americans
got off their first rounds, the British charged with
bayonets and soon overpowered them, mortally
wounding General Mercer and others. The re-
mainder of Mercer’s decimated brigade fled in dis-
order.®

General Cadwalader, who had halted his column,
heard the firing in the distance and without delay
marched toward it. Moving his troops to the high
ground he observed Mercer’s brigade in full retreat
and immediately ordered the column to form into
divisions from the right; Morgan’s battalion taking
the left flank, and Matlack’s riflemen and Nicholas’
Marines the right. He then directed the troops té
advance in formation and fire at will, but their first
rounds were fired at such a distance that they had
no effect upon the enemy. Seeing the situation
Cadwalader ordered the divisions to double up and
reload as they advanced. But it was too late; his
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troops had approached to within 50 yards of the
British who raked the oncoming Americans with
several devastating volleys. As a result, Cadwalader
was driven back 40 yards and obliged to abandon
one artillery piece. About 100 yards from the ene-
my’s line Cadwalader tried, but failed to regroup his
men. At this point Washington appeared and at-
tempted to rally the troops, but to no avail. Mean-
while Captain Joseph Moulder’s two-gun battery
atop the hill continued to pound the 17th. The situa-
tion was resolved with the arrival of reinforcements
from Sullivan’s division.*

Gradually the scattered American forces were re-
formed and ordered to advance. Colonel Hand’s
riflemen went against Mawhood'’s left, while troops
commanded by Cadwalader and Major Israel Angell
pressed the center. Under the renewed attack, the
British line gave way and the 17th was forced to
retreat. The Americans continued to press the Brit-

ish regiment until it scattered. lieutenant Colonel
Mawhood and his staff tried to join the 40th and
55th Regiments in Princeton, but they too were
forced back and with remnants of the 17th he later
reached Cornwallis’ rear guard at Maidenhead.
Meanwhile, elements of the 55th Regiment advanced
a short distance from Princeton, but were met and
routed by Sullivan’s Continentals. As the Americans
entered the town, the balance of the 55th withdrew
to prepared positions surrounding Nassau Hall
where it surrendered without a fight.

Washington estimated the British losses in the
battle of Princeton at 500 men, of whom 100 “were
left dead in the Field.””* American casualties were
set at ‘6 or 7 Officers and about 25 or 30 Privates’
slain.®** Among the officers killed were General
Mercer, Colonel John Haslet, Captain Daniel Niel,
Ensign Anthony Morris, Jr., and Pennsylvania Ma-
rine Captain William Shippin.*

To Morristown

Brunswick had been part of Washington’s original
plan, but after two days of marching and fighting his
men were too exhausted to travel 17 miles farther.
A short distance from Princeton along Millstone
River, Washington halted his troops and called his
officers into conference to plan their next move.
Many argued for an immediate attack on Brunswick,
while others warned of the dangers of such an enter-
prise. The debate was soon resolved by Cornwallis
who awoke that morning to find that the Americans
had abandoned their positions on the Assunpink.
He broke camp immediately and hastily marched for
Princeton. Since he could not risk a general action,
Washington decided to give up Brunswick and move
at once for Morristown, where a base for the army
had already been established.

At dusk on the 3rd, the Americans reached
somerset Courthouse where they bivouacked for the
night. “Our army was now extremely fatigued,”
wrote Captain Thomas Rodney of the Delaware
militia, “not having had any refreshment since
yesterday morning.”” At daybreak the following
morning they were once again on the march. At

Pluckemin they halted to “await the coming up of
nearly 1000 men who were not able through fatigue
and hunger to keep up with the main body, for they
had not had any refreshment for two days past,”
and had been “obliged to encamp on the bleak
mountains whose tops were covered with snow,
without even blankets to cover them.” The army
rested at Pluckemin for two days, and on 6 January
marched to Morristown.*

Situated on a high triangutar plateau backed
against Thimble Mountain, Morristown was an ex-
cellent defensive position. Approachable from the
east only through the rugged Watchung Mountains
the village was nearly equidistant from Newark,
Amboy, and Brunswick, the main British posts in
New jersey. Morristown not only provided a se-
cure encampment, but a launching point from
which to initiate offensive operations against British
outposts and movements along the roads connect-
ing New England with Philadelphia.

Shortly after their arrival, the Marines seemed to
have been separated from Cadwalader’s brigade and

~ * Actual British losses were 270 of all ranks.
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marched to “Sweets Town,” some two miles from
Morristown.*® There Nicholas’” 80 men reduced by
transfers, desertions, and deaths from the original
complement of 131, found lodging. Like the re-
mainder of the army, Marines found it difficult to
procure food on the locally inflated markets, there-
fore Nicholas was obliged to apply to his superiors
for additional money to provision his men. General
Cadwalader responded on 11 January by providing
Nicholas with the sum of ten pounds; hardly enough
to sustain 80 men for any length of time.”® In addi-

tton to food, the Marines also suffered from a short:
age of clothing. When they volunteered for the cam-
paign in early December, the Marines had expected
it to be of relatively short duration and thus were
unprepared to withstand the long, cold New jersey
winter. On 16 January, Cadwalader provided them
with 21 pairs of shoes and 18 pairs of mittens, and
again on the 19th he had delivered another 28 pairs
of shoes and mittens.” Like the money to pur-
chase provisions, they were hardly sufficient to ful-
fill their needs.

Their Separate Ways

The winter felt by the three Marine companies at
Morristown also touched the fourth; Captain Shaw's
company on board the Randolph. Since mid-Decem-
ber his men had borne the brunt of the cold north-
ern winds that whistied across the half deserted
decks to stand guard over the frigate moored at
Fort Island. Inactivity soon led to dissatisfaction,
and on 15 January four Marines deserted. Three days
later another Marine, with two landsmen, slipped
away from his post. Captain Biddle offered a reward
of £5 for each, or £35 for all seven, but whether any
of them were apprehended is not apparent.™

Meanwhile, news had come from the capes re-
porting that the bay was clear of British ships, but
the ice-choked Defaware still posed a threat. A sud-
den shift in the wind during the last days of January
brought warmer weather and the ice began to
break. Taking advantage of the unseasonably mild
weather, Robert Morris ordered the Randolph to
sea.” In concert with the Hornet and Fly, Cap-
tain Biddle was directed to convoy several mer-
chantmen safely to sea and then cruise southward
to the Virginia Capes, there to seize enemy warships
“interrupting the commerce of the United States.”"*
The Randolph cast off from Fort Island on 3 Febru-
ary and three days later passed Cape Henlopen—the
first of the 13 Continental frigates to put to sea.

The six weeks extended enlistments had expired
by the end of January and many Continental troops
(including several artillery companies) headed home
from Morristown. Since these artillery companies
were required to turn in their cannon and ammuni-
tion, there was an excess of fieldpieces and a defi-

ciency of men to work them by the end of the
month.”™ To help meet this manpower shortage, the
three companies of Continental Marines were trans-
ferred to the artillery on 1 February.™ Captain Isaac
Craig later recorded: “In February we were ordered
to join the Artillery and learn that Duty which
Orders | gladly received As [ had already acquired
a considerable Knowledge both in the Theory and
Practice of Gunnery and Projectives—Arts, | always
delighted in.” " Following their transfer, Nicholas’
Marines were moved from ""Sweets Town" back td
Morristown and placed under the control of Gen-
eral Henry Knox.

Of the three, Captain Mullan’s company of Ma-
rines served the shortest period as artillerymen.
Colonel George Weedon, Washington’s acting Ad-
jutant General, ordered Mullan on 20 February to
take charge of 25 British prisoners and conduct them
safely to Philadelphia where he was to await orders
of the Pennsylvania Council of Safety respecting
their disposition.” Upon his return, the Council
seemed to have no further use of Mullan’s company
and thus returned its control to the Marine Commit-
tee. Since the frigate Delaware was still unfit for sea,
Muilan was then directed to procure accommoda-
tions and await further orders.

Captain Mullan obtained barracks space for his
company at the leased home of Abraham Wilt on
the east side of Second Street, between Mulberry
{now Arch) and Sasafras (now Race) Streets. It
appears that his company kept the barracks in
wretched condition, as the report of Peter Ozeas,
Deputy Barracks Master, illustrates:
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A Return of Abraham Wilts house in Second Street

Capt. Mullens Compy of Marines, a dirty yeard, Burned

the whole stairs in the Kitchen, dresser & mantle piece,

the whole vard full of human dung till to the door. |

desired them 5 days agon to clean it but they have done
nothing yet.

Mullan, however, failed to put the house in proper

repair before the quarters were re-inspected, and all

damages were charged to the company's account.’

After 1 April 1777, Mullan’s company of Marines
seems to have disappeared. Although there were a
number of Marines who continued to serve with the
Delaware, it is not definitely known whether Robert
Mullan remained as their commander.

In mid-March, Isaac Craig and Andrew Porter re-
signed their commissions as captains of Marines and
accepted commissions with the same rank in the
artillery. Craig joined the Pennsylvania artillery regi-
ment being formed by Ccleone! Thomas Proctor,
while Porter accepted an appointment in the Con-
tinental artillery under General Xnox. Craig’s com-
mission was dated 14 March, and Porter's two weeks
later. Porter's commission, however, was later made

tetroactive to 1 January 1777, thus precipitating a
conflict between the two officers as to seniority.*

Captain Benjamin Dean's company of Marines re-
mained as artillerymen until 1 April. He returned
with his company to Philadelphia about that date
and went on board the frigate Washington. The frig-
ate remained in port for several months and when
the time of his men expired in late June, Dean re-
signed from the Marines. His first lieutenant, Abel
Morgan, remained on board and took command of
the Marine detachment.*

The incorporation of Nicholas’ three companies
into the army had the superficial effect of dispersing
both Marine talents and personnel, but far beyond
this, the action crushed the idea of an independent
corps of Marines, finally reducing them to a series
of ship’s detachments. The New Jersey campaign of
17761777 had a similar effect on Major Samue!
Nicholas, who no longer functioned as the head of
the Marines but remained essentially a high-ranking
officer without assignment.
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THE EVACUATION OF BILLINGSPORT, 2 OCTOBER 1777.

With the British increasing their hold on the Delaware River early in October
1777, it was decided to abandon the fort at Billingsport, New Jersey. This
painting portrays a landing party of Continental Marines from the brig
Andrew Doria covering the evacuation of the garrison to Fort Mifflin in the
face of oncoming British soldiers,



CHAPTER VI

New Frigates in Action and the
Debacle on the Delaware, 1777

Two Escape

Lieutenant of Marines John Trevett returned to
Providence during the last days of December 1776
to find the sloop Providence ready for sea. After a
month’s leave he was again eager to take up the
fight against those who recently had driven his fam-
ily from their Newport home. As he took his post,
on board the sloop, word was brought in that one
of the blockading British frigates, HMS Diamond,
had run aground near Warwick Neck in upper
Narragansett Bay. It was a golden opportunity which
Trevett thought should not be lost.

On board the frigate Warren, Commodore Esek
Hopkins saw the grounding not only as a possible
way to break the British stranglehold on his fleet of
five ships, but an opportunity to make amends for
his past shortcomings. Should he succeeding in cap-
turing the Diamond, surely his reputation, so badly
damaged before Congress the previous year, would
be refurbished. To avoid endangering his flagship in
the bay’s shallow waters, Hopkins took a portion of
his crew to man the sloop Providence. Captain Abra-
ham Whipple was directed to take charge of the
sloop, and also instructed to detail a part of the
Columbus’ crew for the expedition.

When the Providence arrived on the scene in the
early afternoon of 2 January, it found the Diamond
still caught on the soft bottom of the shoal, but yet
upright. Several passes were made within musket
shot of the stranded frigate, and answered by the
Diamond’s stern guns. Meanwhile, two field pieces
on shore were brought within range and joined the
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Providence ‘in the attack. At sunset the Diamond
careened and ceased firing, but the Providence con-
tinued until darkness made it difficult for the crew
to sight the guns. Shortly after dark, the commodore
made two trips to the beach to confer with the local
militia commander. On his last, the launch that was
to carry him to the sloop failed to return and he
therefore spent the remainder of the night ashore.
While Hopkins was away, the Diamond freed her-
self on the incoming tide and all hope of taking her
faded. The Diamond’s sides were pierced several
times and her rigging cut, but her crew remained un-
harmed. Damage and casualties on board the Provi-
dence went unreported.?

Commodore Hopkins had missed his chance.
Soon after the abortive attempt to seize the Dia-
mond, the officers of the Warren sent a petition to
Robert Treat Paine, speaker of the Massachusetts
House of Representatives, accusing Hopkins of blas-
phemy against God and the Continental Congress,
of inhuman treatment of prisoners, and the “blam-
able manner” in which he handled himself during
the engagement with the British frigate. Prominent
among the signers was John Grannis, captain of
Marines.? In late February, Grannis, as spokesmen
for the crew, took a second petition to Philadelphia
and placed it before the Marine Committee.® As a
result of the petition and the committee’s examina-
tion of Grannis, Congress resolved on 26 March, that
“Esek Hopkins be immediately, and he hereby is,
suspended from his command in the American
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navy.””* A year passed before the commodore wag,
formally dismissed from Continental service.®

Early in April, Captains john B. Hopkins, Abraham
Whipple, and Dudley Saltonstall were ordered to
make every effort to get the frigates Warren, Provi-
dence, and Trumbull to sea in search of enemy mer-
chantmen and transports.* Due to the blockade
of both the Connecticut River and Narragansett Bay,
all three frigates remained idle throughout the rest
of the year. Of the seven Continental ships locked
in the harbors of Connecticut and Rhode Island;
only one escaped.

Following the engagement with the Diamond,
command of the sloop Providence was temporarily
given to Lieutenant Jonathan Pitcher who success-
fully guided her through the blockade and out to
sea toward the end of February. Before reaching
open sea, however, the Providence passed so near
a British frigate in the darkness that the crew could
be heard talking on board, and at sunrise she was
becalmed within sight of the enemy at Newport.
Short of men, Pitcher immediately put into New
Bedford, Massachusetts where the sloop’s comple-
ment was filled-out with pressed seamen.

The Providence put to sea again and sailed east:.
ward. Off Cape Breton she engaged an enemy brig
faden with soldiers and stores destined for the Brit-
ish army at Quebec. After an hour of intensive fire,
the brig surrendered and Marine Lieutenant John
Trevett was sent on board to take possession. What
he found was depressing. “In the Cabin the Flours,”
ohserved Trevett, “was Spread as full of Wounded
Men, as You Could seasley find Room to put you
foot and | found tha ware some of them Irish as tha
Cry out for Jeses Sake to Spar’s thare Lives tha ware
Very Badly Wounded.” On board the Providence
the situation was about the same: the sloop was
shattered and Lieutenant Pitcher badly hurt. After
the soldiers were transferred to the Providence, a
prize crew was put on board the brig and the cruise
given up. “That Night the wind blew Hard with
Squarls,” and by dawn the following morning the
brig had vanished. Alone the sloop sailed for Nan-
tucket where Captain jJohn Peck Rathbun replaced
the wounded Pitcher.

In june, the Providence once again put to sea,
destined to cruise in the vicinity of New York. Off
Sandy Hook a 16-gun enemy merchant ship in com-
pany with a brig, schooner, and sloop was sighted.
Captain Rathbun decided to engage the ship, for if

taken, the others could be captured leisurely. After
two days of bitter fighting, in which the three
Smaller vessels coordinated their attack with the
larger ship, Rathbun had to settle for the schooner.
The Providence continued to cruise the area for two
more months before returning to New Bedford in
August where the sloop was repaired and new re-
cruits obtained.

Scraped and caulked, the Providence sailed south-
ward in November. After weeks at sea the sloop put
in for Charleston, but as she was about to cross the
bar shortly after midnight a British privateer was
sighted. The Britisher ordered “the Dam Yanke
Bugers to Hall Down the Cullers” as he opened for
action. The fire was answered by “a yankee wel-
come,” with “A handsome Brard Side.” Throughout
the night the Providence chased the privateer and
by morning she was so close that a lieutenant stand-
ing on the roundhouse of the privateer sniped at the
sloop. In response, Marine Lieutenants Trevett and
Michae! Molten broke out muskets, went to the
bow, and after three shots killed the lieutenant. The
Americans boarded the privateer and carried her
into Georgetown, South Carolina where 